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LOCAL AGENCY PROVIDED MATERIALS

Due to increases in material lead times, MDOT Local Agency Programs (LAP) has received
numerous questions about ways agencies can order materials (i.e. watermain, guardrail, poles,
ITS equipment, etc.) in advance and provide them for a project.

Unfortunately, the FHWA does not allow this for any participating cost or pay items on federally
funded projects. This includes force account purchases, as well as agency provided materials
for participating pay items.

The only method for local agency provided materials on federally funded projects is if they are
non-participating items, along with the following requirements:

1. The Local Agency must submit a Public Interest Finding supporting the request, and it
must be approved by MDOT.

2. There is no Federal participation for the cost of the material or any related costs to the
project. This would include, but is not limited to, costs related to delays, extensions of
time, or claims related to the use of the material.

3. Local Agency provided materials must meet and comply with the Special Provision for
Buy America. It is highly recommended that the local agency have the materials on
hand, along with all paperwork/certifications prior to obligation of the project.

LAP recommends avoiding local agency provided materials due to the inherent risks.

Therefore, it is even more important to plan early and get projects in as soon as possible.
Please consider all potential delays when developing the progress clause for your project. A
list of material lead times can be found in the MDOT Construction Manual at the following link:
Progress Clause.

Please contact Ryan Doyle at DoyleR3@Michigan.gov with questions or for more information.

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative format,
contact the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) coordinator at Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA.
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