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DESIGN EXCEPTION AND DESIGN VARIANCE FORMS 

Local Agency Programs (LAP) is pleased to announce that the Design Exception (DE) and Design 

Variance (DV) forms have been updated and are now available on the Michigan Department of 

Transportation (MDOT) webform page or at the following links: 

 Design Exception (DE26-LA) 
 Design Variance (DV26-LA) 

While retaining the same general questions, the revisions make the forms more pertinent to local 

agency projects and remove language relevant to MDOT trunkline-only projects.   

In addition, the approval process for each form has been updated: 

 Design Exception: Forms will be reviewed by the LAP Engineer or Specialist, as well as their 
LAP Unit Team Leader.  Once the forms are approved for signatures by both, the LAP Engineer 
or Specialist will place the form in OneSpan.  Upon signature completion, the LAP Engineer or 
Specialist will place the final document in ProjectWise (Supporting Documents folder).  Design 
Exceptions are not to be submitted for signatures in OneSpan by local agencies or consultants.  
 

 Design Variance: Forms will be reviewed by the LAP Engineer or Specialist, as well as their 
LAP Unit Team Leader.  Once the forms are accepted for signatures by both, the local agency 
will obtain the required local agency/consultant seal and e-signatures.  The form will then be 
sent to the LAP Engineer or Specialist for the required MDOT stamps.  The final document will 
be placed in ProjectWise (Supporting Documents folder).   

While most of the forms detail why the design element standard can’t be met, it is just as important (and 

required) to state what can be done to mitigate the risk of the deficient design element.  Please ensure 

that current and proposed mitigation is thoroughly documented on the forms to limit necessary 

revisions.   

Please contact Ryan Doyle DoyleR3@Michigan.gov with questions or for more information. 

 

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative format, contact the 

Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator 

at Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA.           
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