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HOT MIX ASPHALT SELECTION GUIDELINES

Local Agency Programs (LAP) has updated the Hot Mix Asphalt Selection Guidelines which 

are now available on the MDOT website (https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/business/local-

government/local-agency-program) at Local Agency advisories. 

While maintaining the core Marshall and Superpave mix design selections, the guidelines 

include several clarifications and process updates: 

 Target Air Voids (Section A, Note 1): The note regarding reduced target air void content 

for Top and Leveling courses has been updated to allow a range of 3.0% – 3.5% 

(previously a flat 3.5%). 

 Selection Substitutions (Section A, Note 5): This section clarifies the process for 

substituting another HMA mixture or grade of binder. This includes recycled asphalt 

product (RAP) restrictions.  

 Alternative Designs (Section D): This section has been significantly expanded. It 

clarifies that alternative designs, including unique special provisions, alternative 

materials, and QA testing methods, require review and approval from both MDOT and 

FHWA. Please note that the involvement of both agencies may result in extended 

review timelines, that may affect the approved project funding as well as the anticipated 

bid letting date. 

 Non-Motorized Path Mixes (Section E): "Shared Use Path, HMA" has been added to the 

list of recommended mixes. Additionally, the process for requesting alternative mixes for 

paths has been consolidated into the standard Section D procedure. 

Please contact Ryan Doyle at DoyleR3@Michigan.gov or 989-220-9447 with questions or for 

more information. 

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative format, 

contact the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) coordinator at Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA. 
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