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TIMEFRAME FOR INSTALLING LOAD POSTING SIGNS AT BRIDGES 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) recently released a memo clarifying the requirement that 
bridge load posting signs, also referred to as weight limit signs, must be erected as soon as possible, but 
no later than 30 days after a load rating determines a need for such posting.  Failure to comply with this 
requirement could cause Federal and State transportation funds to be withheld and new projects may not 
be able to proceed.  As this clarification may require bridge owners to change current practices, the FHWA 
is implementing this policy beginning October 1, 2019.  Agencies that require Board or Commission 
approval prior to placement of weight limit signs should evaluate whether their current processes allow 
them to meet the 30-day requirement and, if necessary, implement a new process prior to October 1, 
2019.  Additionally, agencies may need to consider placing temporary signs when weather issues, such as 
snow piles or frozen ground, prevent erection of permanent signage.   
 
LOAD POSTING REQUIREMENTS 
When a load rating determines that a bridge requires posting for weight limits, the following actions must 
occur within 30 days of the load rating “Checked By” date entered in the Michigan Bridge Management 
and Inspection System (MiBRIDGE): 
 

1. Erect weight limit signs not more than 50 feet from each end of the bridge, as well as at a suitable 
distance from each end of the bridge to enable vehicles to take a different route, as per the 
Michigan Vehicle Code, Section 257.631.   

2. Update NBI Item 41 to “P – Posted for Load” in MiBRIDGE once all weight limit signs have been 
erected.  Note that NBI Item 41 must be coded as “B – Posting Recommended” until all weight 
limit signs are in place.   

3. Verify that MDOT Item 141 represents the weight limits signed at the bridge, which must be less 
than or equal to the weight limits calculated by the load rating analysis.    

4. Upload images of weight limit signs at each end of the bridge, as well as any advanced warning 
weight limit signs, to MiBRIDGE.  Refer to MDOT Bridge Advisory 2018-01 (revised 5/6/19) for 
additional guidance, including instructions for saving images in MiBRIDGE. 
 

When a weight limit sign is found to be missing, damaged, or vandalized during an inspection, the 
following actions must occur within 30 days of the date the inspection was entered in MiBRIDGE: 
 

1. Update NBI Item 41 to “B – Posting Recommended” in MiBRIDGE.  Note that NBI Item 41 will 
automatically be updated to “B – Posting Recommended” when an inspector selects “No” for 
“Posting signs in place on both ends of bridge” on the routine inspection report. 

2. Erect any weight limit signs found to be missing, damaged, or vandalized.  

https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,1607,7-151-9625_24768_49104---,00.html
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3. Update NBI Item 41 to “P – Posted for Load” in MiBRIDGE once all weight limit signs have been 
erected. 

4. Verify that MDOT Item 141 represents the weight limits signed at the bridge, which must be less 
than or equal to the weight limits calculated by the load rating analysis.    

5. Upload images of all newly erected weight limit signs to MiBRIDGE.  Refer to MDOT Bridge 
Advisory 2018-01 (revised 5/6/19) for additional guidance, including instructions for saving 
images in MiBRIDGE. 
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