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APPENDIX C 

Type II Project Rules and Procedures 
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This appendix summarizes Type II program rules and procedures that have been used by 

MDOT. If/when MDOT’s Type II program becomes active, the rules and procedures in this 

appendix may be updated based on current best practices. 

The Type II noise abatement program is a voluntary federal aid program in which MDOT 

participates; however, funding for MDOT’s Type II program is based on meeting certain 

criteria as discussed below. MDOT State Transportation Commission (STC) Policy on Noise 

Abatement, #10136 (Oct. 17, 2019), states:  

MDOT will construct Type II noise barriers only in years when: 

1. MDOT’s Road and Bridge Program, excluding maintenance, exceeds $1 billion, 

adjusted to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) using 2002 as the base year.  

2. MDOT meets its STC-approved road and bridge condition goals, along with 

established FHWA road and bridge performance measures for the previous three 

fiscal years.  

Additionally, MDOT will not spend more than one-half of 1 percent of the budget on noise 

barriers. MDOT will give priority to those communities where the freeway was built through 

an existing neighborhood and 80 percent or more of the existing residential units were 

there prior to the construction of the freeway. Communities must complete an application 

and must provide a local match of 10 percent of the cost of the noise barrier if their project 

is selected for construction. Noise abatement must meet feasibility and reasonableness 

criteria, the same as with Type I noise abatement, plus: 

 Eighty percent of the dwelling units within 500 feet of a limited access highway 

preceded the highway or the last major capacity improvement that was approved 

before Nov. 28, 1995.  

 Zoning and building regulations are in place to preclude future noise abatement 

needs.  

 Type I noise abatement analysis from a previous study did not find abatement to be 

unfeasible or unreasonable.  

 The government entity in which the abatement is located must provide 10 percent 

of the total construction cost, due at the time of construction.  

The process begins when a local government agency completes an application for a Type II 

noise abatement measure for the upcoming fiscal year. The application form, along with 

instructions for completing it, will be made available in years when the program is active. 

MDOT will follow Title 23, Part 772 of the Code of Federal Regulations (23 CFR 772), Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA) guidance, and the rules and procedures in this Handbook 
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in conducting the noise abatement analysis. The remaining process and additional 

requirements for Type II follow. 

1. MDOT will conduct scoping in the area described in the application to verify land use 

and identify the common noise environment (CNE).  

2. MDOT will conduct a traffic noise impact and abatement analysis, which will provide 

preliminary costs of the abatement. The noise abatement analysis report will be 

provided to the local authorities. 

3. MDOT will prioritize the fiscal year’s Type II noise abatement project based on the 

following formula: 

dB(A) above the noise abatement criteria (NAC) x number of impacted dwelling units  

total preliminary cost / $100,000 

4. MDOT will develop noise abatement through the early preliminary engineering (EPE) 

phase based on the priority list and available funding. An engineering-level 

abatement analysis and context sensitive design public meeting will be held during 

the preliminary engineering (PE) phase. Also, a more accurate assessment of the 

noise abatement’s feasibility and reasonableness will be determined during this 

phase. 

5. All noise abatement will follow MDOT design standards. Noise abatement will be 

provided along the shoulder only where a roadside crash barrier would otherwise 

be present.  

6. MDOT will maintain the structural integrity of the noise abatement structure and 

will be responsible for the aesthetic condition of the structure on the freeway side 

only. MDOT will conduct discussions with local authorities on developing a 

maintenance or easement agreement for structural and aesthetic maintenance on 

the residential side of the structure, or on both sides when the structure is on the 

residential side of a service road that is not MDOT property.   

7. During the PE phase, local authorities must agree (through agreements, resolutions, 

and/or ordinances) to provide: 

 Ten percent of the construction cost of the noise abatement at the time of 

construction. 

 Aesthetic maintenance on the residential side of the structure, or on both sides 

when the structure is on the residential side of a service road.  

 Structural maintenance after five years when the structure is on the residential 

side of a service road. 

8. Public involvement is an important aspect of the noise abatement reasonableness 

determination. A majority of the benefiting residents and property owners must be 
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in favor of the abatement as a reasonableness condition. This meeting should be 

held after a draft of the PE noise abatement analysis report is complete. 

9. The context sensitive solutions (CSS) process invites input from all stakeholders in 

the aesthetics and structural elements of the noise barrier. The CSS process ensures 

that all state and federal requirements and regulations are followed and 

communicated to the public as part of stakeholder engagement. Acoustic 

characteristics as determined in the noise abatement analysis of the noise barrier 

will not be modified or compromised as a result of stakeholder engagement 

activities. 

10. A hard copy and electronic copy of a Final Type II Noise Abatement Report that 

includes the data and information regarding the noise analysis, abatement, and 

public involvement for the Type II abatement will be provided to local officials, the 

region office or Transportation Service Center (TSC), and Lansing office. 
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