APPENDIX L
Additional Guidance for Local Officials
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Traffic noise is a common community concern that can be alleviated with noise compatible
land use planning and zoning. This appendix provides information to help community
officials better understand how to minimize or avoid potential traffic noise conflicts and
address traffic-related noise issues in their communities, including sample language that
may be used in local ordinances.

Local community authorities are encouraged by MDOT to employ noise compatible land
use development along highway corridors and be proactive in avoiding or mitigating
community impacts resulting from traffic noise. MDOT is available to provide information
on compatible land use planning along highways where a Type | project is located to
encourage noise compatible land use planning on undeveloped land along the highway. To
aid in understanding of typical noise levels, Figure L-1 shows the decibel (dB) level for
common sounds that most people have experienced.

Figure L-1. Sound Level of Typical Noise Sources
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Local municipalities can also implement noise ordinance provisions to minimize non-
compatible land use adjacent to traffic noise sources. For example, land development
ordinances can require traffic noise abatement strategies such as including setback
distances to serve as a buffer zone (see Figure L-2) or other physical barriers (such as an
earthen berm, shown in Figure L-3) as a condition of new development. The
implementation of such noise compatible land use provisions in zoning ordinances are
encouraged by MDOT.

Figure L-2. Property Setbhack for Buffer Zone

Figure L-3. Earthen Berm

The following is an example of language that may be considered for use in local ordinances
to encourage noise compatible land use planning:

“To minimize the impact of roadway traffic noise on individuals, businesses and other land uses
and activities, no noise-sensitive use shall be constructed within areas projected to experience
high traffic noise levels based on noise modeling and comparison to federal regulations, unless
the planned development is accompanied by approved noise abatement (e.g., an earthen berm
or other such noise abatement structures). The purpose of this provision is to prohibit certain
uses, activities and development from being located within areas subject to high projected traffic
noise levels. The following land use categories shall be prohibited for construction within
[specified distance] measured from the edge of pavement for any heavily traveled arterial or
roadway (e.g., single-family residential, multi-family residential, institutional, etc.).”

L-3



	Appendix L

