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May 13, 2025 
 
 
Subject: 2020 Statewide National Functional Classification Review 
 
You have been sent this package because you are an official associated with one of the 
following local agencies: 
 
• A Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)  
• A Regional Planning Agency (RPA) 
• A non-MPO county road commission 
• An incorporated city or village located within a non-MPO “small urban area” 
• Public Transit Agency  
• Sovereign Tribal Government 
 
 
Every ten years after the United States Census urban area boundary adjustments are 
completed; the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) guidelines request the state to lead 
and cooperate with appropriate officials to review and update the National Functional 
Classification (NFC) of all public roads in Michigan.  All NFC revisions are subject to approval by 
FHWA.   
 
The NFC determines federal-aid eligibility of roadways. Act 51 road jurisdictional agencies must 
approve any revision to a NFC route under their jurisdiction.  The MPO’s will coordinate NFC 
revisions with the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) for the appropriate agencies 
within their Metropolitan Area Boundary. 
 
MDOT will hold NFC review meetings similar to the urban boundary adjustment process group 
meetings that were held in 2023. The NFC meetings will be coordinated through your 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) or Regional Planning Agency (RPA). The group 
meetings will be informational workshops to help you review the system and prepare your NFC 
revision proposal(s). The anticipated timeframe for the statewide review is below. 
 
• MPO / RPA coordinated MDOT group meetings  May 2025 – August 2025 
            and proposal submissions.            
• Remaining NFC revision proposals.    Due Sept 30th 2025 
• MPO approvals. (estimated)     October 2025 – December 2025 
• FHWA Submission.      January 2026  
• FHWA reviews and approvals. (estimated)     January 2026 – July 2026 
• Local notification and MDOT Roads and  

Highways database updates. (estimated)     February 2026 – August 2026 
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The included guidance materials are intended to be comprehensive, since many of you may be 
new to the concept of NFC and how to propose revisions. The county NFC maps that have 
been included contain the FHWA approved 2020 Adjusted Census Urban Boundaries. 
 
As the statewide NFC Coordinator, please contact me at, 517-290-8996 or 
Fairchildd1@michigan.gov I will be happy to answer your questions about this matter. 
 
Sincerely,     
             

David Fairchild  
 
David Fairchild,  
 
Transportation Planner 
Federal Reporting Unit  
Bureau of Transportation Planning 
Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
Enclosure  
 
cc: David Fairchild, MDOT 
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bcc: Todd White, MDOT 

Jean Ruestman, MDOT 
Wendi Burton, MDOT  
Craig Newell, MDOT  
Heather Bowden, MDOT   
Don Mayle, MDOT  
Karen Faussett, MDOT  
Niles Annelin, MDOT 
Richard Bayus, MDOT 
Jay Reithel, MDOT 
Dennis Kent, MDOT 
Tyler Kent, MDOT 
Blake Wright, MDOT 
Josh Grab, MDOT 
Adrian Stroupe, MDOT 
Matt Galbraith, MDOT 
James VanSteel, MDOT 
Heidi Phaneuf, MDOT    
Ben DuBois, MDOT    
Vince Bevins, MDOT    
Michael Davis, MDOT   
Andrea Strach, MDOT  
Andy Pickard, FHWA 
Jenny Staroska, FHWA  
Jerry Byrne, CRA 
Daniel P. Gilmartin, MML 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


