
I -94 Modernization

Package 1 (Burns Avenue – Barrett Avenue)
Neighborhood Advisory Committee (NAC) Meeting #3

May 14, 2026



Agenda

▪ Welcome and Introductions

▪ Project Overview 

▪ I-94 Modernization Project 

▪ Package 1 (Burns Avenue to Barrett Avenue)

▪ Project Update – Malcolm Street Pedestrian Bridge Removal

▪ Reason for Removal

▪ Proposed Design 

▪ Questions / Open Discussion

▪ I-94 Public Engagement Approach

▪ Next Steps



I-94 Modernization | Project Overview

▪ I-94 Modernization 
Project Limits: 

▪ I-96 to east of Barrett 
Avenue

▪ Length:

▪ Approximately 7 miles

▪ Package 1 Project 
Limits:

▪ I-94 from Burns 
Avenue to Barrett 
Avenue (2 miles)

1. 2027 - 2029: 
Drainage Tunnel

2. 2028 - 2031: 
Freeway, Bridges, 
Interchanges and 
Service Drives



I-94 Modernization | Package 1 Drainage Tunnel Overview

▪ I-94 Drainage 
Tunnel 
Limits: 

▪ Cadillac 
Avenue to 
Barrett 
Avenue

▪ Benefits: 

▪ 82% 
reduction of 
storm water 
to the city’s 
combined 
sewer 
system 

▪ 8 million 
gallons of 
water storage

▪ Reduced risk 
of flooding



I-94 Modernization | Package 1 Road/Bridge Overview

▪ New Bridge Construction 
and Complete Street 
Bridges: 

▪ Rohns Street

▪ Lemay Street

▪ Conrail Railroad Crossing

▪ Nonmotorized Iron Belle Trail 
Crossing

▪ Conner Avenue (2)

▪ Barrett Avenue

▪ Bridges Previously 
Rebuilt:

▪ Burns Avenue

▪ Gratiot Avenue

▪ Cadillac Avenue

▪ French Road

▪ Permanent Bridge 
Removed:

▪ McClellan Avenue



I-94 Modernization (Detroit) |  Existing



I-94 Modernization (Detroit) |  Proposed



New Complete Street Bridges



Project Update

Malcolm Street Pedestrian Bridge Removal

I-94 

Modernization 

Project



Removal of the Malcolm Pedestrian Bridge over I -94



Removal of the Malcolm Pedestrian Bridge over I -94 cont. 



Removal of the Malcolm Pedestrian Bridge over I -94 | Routes



Discussion / Q&A

I-94 Public Engagement Approach

I-94 

Modernization 

Project



I-94 NAC New Member Orientation Meeting

▪ The project team hosted a virtual NAC New 
Member Orientation meeting on March 19, 
following the transitions within the DONS and 
Detroit City Council to invite new members and 
introduce the project and responsibilities of the 
NAC. 

▪ Discussion takeaways included: 

▪ Explore communication channels beyond email

▪ Increase use of visuals to understand the project

▪ Improve outreach to small businesses

▪ Start communication early and repeat often

▪ Citywide awareness on the project by inviting 
representatives from all city districts to be a part of the 
NAC



Guided Questions

▪ Is there a particular day of the week that usually works better to meet in the evening for NAC 
meetings? Any other considerations for future scheduling of meetings or regularly scheduled 
block club meetings we should be aware?

▪ The project team is considering increasing coordination and attendance at local recurring City 
Council and DON-hosted meetings, and more neighborhood-based meetings (such as block 
clubs) to expand project awareness and keep residents informed of project activities, in 
addition to hosting MDOT-led community-wide public meetings as needed. How effective do 
you think this approach would be, and are there opportunities to improve it?

▪ MDOT has begun doing this by attending the District 4 community meeting on April 20, 2026.

▪ Are there recurring neighborhood meetings you lead or are a part of that would benefit from 
the project team attending?

▪ As tunnel construction approaches, what specific information would community members want 
or need most in order to feel informed and prepared?

▪ What information about the upcoming drainage tunnel construction and later freeway 
construction project would residents most want clarity on?



Next Steps

▪ NAC Meeting #3 Follow-Up

• Project team will prepare a meeting summary and post it on the I-94 website along with a 

shortened presentation

• Email the NAC once posted

▪ Next NAC Update

• Project team will provide one by the end of the summer and email the NAC

▪ Next NAC Meeting: Summer/Fall 2026 (In Person)

• Provide project updates and details on the drainage tunnel ahead of construction 



I-94 Modernization | Website | I94Detroit.org



Contact Information:

Adam Wayne, P.E.

MDOT Senior Project Manager

Email: WayneA1@Michigan.gov

248-234-3478 

MDOT Detroit

Transportation Service Center (TSC)

Email: MDOT-METRO-DetroitTSC@Michigan.gov

313-965-6350

mailto:WayneA1@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDOT-METRO-Communications@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDOT-METRO-Communications@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDOT-METRO-Communications@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDOT-METRO-Communications@Michigan.gov
mailto:MDOT-METRO-Communications@Michigan.gov

	Slide 1: I-94 Modernization Package 1 (Burns Avenue – Barrett Avenue) Neighborhood Advisory Committee (NAC) Meeting #3
	Slide 2: Agenda
	Slide 3: I-94 Modernization | Project Overview
	Slide 4: I-94 Modernization | Package 1 Drainage Tunnel Overview
	Slide 5: I-94 Modernization | Package 1 Road/Bridge Overview
	Slide 6: I-94 Modernization (Detroit) | Existing
	Slide 7: I-94 Modernization (Detroit) | Proposed
	Slide 8: New Complete Street Bridges
	Slide 9: Malcolm Street Pedestrian Bridge Removal
	Slide 10: Removal of the Malcolm Pedestrian Bridge over I-94
	Slide 11: Removal of the Malcolm Pedestrian Bridge over I-94 cont. 
	Slide 12: Removal of the Malcolm Pedestrian Bridge over I-94 | Routes
	Slide 13: I-94 Public Engagement Approach
	Slide 14: I-94 NAC New Member Orientation Meeting
	Slide 15: Guided Questions
	Slide 16: Next Steps
	Slide 17: I-94 Modernization | Website | I94Detroit.org
	Slide 18: Contact Information:



