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DATE: April 3, 2024 

TIME:  3:00 – 5:30 pm 

LOCATION: Detroit TSC, 1060 W. Fort St., Detroit MI, 48226 

ATTENDEES: Firms, Contractors, City of Detroit Representatives, MDOT Staff, and HNTB 
Staff. 383 firms invited; 89 firms registered; 49 people/firms signed in. (See Appendix A: 
Meeting Attendees). 

The second of four Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Forums was held on April 3rd. 
The purpose of this meeting was to connect with small and disadvantaged businesses by 
providing project updates and learning about project DBE goals, the status of the 
Progressive Design-Build procurement, MDOT capacity assessments during the DBE 
Certification process, and its Mentor-Protégé Program. Attendees also participated in 
breakout sessions presented by MDOT staff to learn more about requirements for pre- 
qualifications for vendors, consultants, and contractors. 

Leslie Love, from MDOT’s project team, opened the meeting with a welcome and an 
overview of the agenda. Leslie then shared the new boulevard’s purpose and need and the 
project equity focus. She also discussed the importance of public engagement and 
stakeholder outreach to this project due to MDOT’s commitment to acknowledging the 
historic environmental justice of the original freeway construction. Leslie also explained the 
project timeline. 

Jonathan Loree, from MDOT’s project team, gave an overview of the project and its delivery 
method, specifically how the progressive design-build works and why it was implemented, 
along with the progressive design-build schedule. Jonathan discussed the two phases of 
the Progressive Design Build delivery model (See Appendix B: DBE Main Presentation). 

Jonathan also presented on DBE and workforce development goals and objectives. 
Jonathan spoke about how MDOT is looking to conduct outreach programs to understand 
what small businesses need to participate in project delivery and build relationships with 
contractors in the future. Jonathan also discussed delivery and construction 
prequalification classifications. 

SMALL BUSINESS ENTERPRISE/DBE INDUSTRY FORUM 2 
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“How to Obtain SBE/DBE Certification” was presented by Bianca Eugene and Crystal Griffin, 
MDOT staff, and was available to contractors and consultants. Bianca and Crystal also 
collected names of firms not currently certified to help become certified. “Certification and 
Prequalification Information for Construction” was presented by Theresa Myrick, MDOT 
staff, and was tailored more for contractors. There was a second breakout session, 
“Certification and Prequalification Information for Consultants, Vendors, and Suppliers,” 
which was presented by MDOT Staff Courtney Causie and Michael Meddaugh. (See 
Appendix C: DBE Breakout Session Presentations). 

12 individuals responded to the survey and provided comments. 

Topics that attendees would like more detail about: 

• Benefits of becoming DBE certified 
• Non-construction projects and the process 
• Mentor framework 
• Prevailing wage help 

Information that attendees found most useful: 

• Public engagement and communications plan 
• Mentor protégé overview 
• Supportive services for DBE 
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Staff: 

• Jonathon Loree, MDOT 
• Leslie Love, MDOT 
• Theresa Myrick, MDOT 
• Bianca Eugene, MDOT 
• Crystal Griffin, MDOT 
• Michael Meddaugh, MDOT 
• James Ranger, MDOT 
• Steve Minton, MDOT 
• Courtney Causie, MDOT 
• Evan Forgacs, HNTB 
• Kesha McKinney, HNTB 
• Sasha Freeman, HNTB 
• Aaliyah Greenhouse, HNTB 

Attendees: 

• Antonio Colley Jr., Colley Construction 
• Ronald Stamps, Brass Ring Group 
• David Sheffield, Sheff Traffic Management 
• Kimle Nailer, Nail-Rite Construction Company Inc 
• Robin Scales, Scales and Associates Inc 
• Robert McKinney, RT Contracting 
• Wayne Montour, Green Arrow Staffing 
• Guy Ross, FS, LLC 
• Andrew Andrade, A and 6 Construction 
• Andrea Pride 
• Martiz Williams, MLW Rocks, LCC 
• Jon Kolbasa, Value Engineering 
• Richard Buchanan, Buchanan Transport 
• Rhonda Rowe, Rowe Trucking, LLC 
• Susan Armstrong, Brendel’s 
• Cherise Gary, Certifications 

APPENDIX A: MEETING ATTENDEES 
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• Anita Zavala, DHDC 
• Rachael Hernandez, DHDC 
• Brigida Villarreal, Eminent Contracting, LLC 
• Eric Sanders, GCON Services 
• Yolanda Buckles, NABWIC 
• Marja Farrow, Farrow Group Inc 
• Cesar Mireles, Eminent Contracting, LLC 
• Milton Garcia, Gym Construction 
• Jason Gapa 
• Ryan Sheffield, Sheff Traffic Management 
• Latricia Giddens, Phantom Specialty Construction 
• Dyrris Marshall, Haynes Enterprise 
• Herb Haynes, Haynes Enterprise 
• Andre Brooks, Osborn Engineering 
• Jason Cole, MMCA/NAMCE 
• Fred Hart Sr., Makaveli Construction and Associates 
• DuaSean Mitchell, Coopers Way Services 
• Tatiana Grant-Sanders, 205D Partners, Inc 
• Albert Simpson, DET 
• Lovie Wilson, W3 Electric 
• Jameela Simpson 
• Bianca Graves, LEBS 
• Julie Frazo, Brendel’s Septic 
• Ron Evans, Bright Ideas Consulting, LLC 
• Sharon Crockett, MBDA 
• Roy Obiora, Jacobs Gate Associates 
• Angeles Cuevas, A and G Construction 
• Thessel Wilson, W3 Electric 
• Lleyana Jack Chezick, ES Jean Consulting Services 
• Jose Garcia, Eminent Excavating, LLC 
• Nisha P., AVRS Build Construction 
• Bala Murthy 
• Lashawna Manigault, DEGC 
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APPENDIX B: DBE MAIN PRESENTATION 
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FOUR CERTIFICATION STANDARDS 

Business Size Social & Economic 
Disadvantage Ownership Control 
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AM I CONSIDERED 
A SMALL BUSINESS? 

TWO STANDARDS 
MUST BE MET. 

The SBA’s size standards are based on economic 
activity and industry through the North American 
Industry Classification System (NAICS). Therefore, 
each NAICS code has a size standard requirement 
that is averaged over a 3-year period. 

 
 

 
To be considered a small business according to the 
USDOT, the 3-year average gross receipts must not 
exceed $30.9 million. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

As per 49 CFR 26.5 and 26.67 citizens and lawfully admitted 
permanent residents of the United States who are members of 
the following groups are presumed to be socially disadvantaged: 

African Americans 
Hispanic Americans 
Native Americans 
Asian-Pacific Americans 
Subcontinent Asian Americans 
Women 
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AM I ECONOMICALLY 
DISADVANTAGED? 

The socially disadvantaged owner’s personal net 
worth (PNW) must not exceed $1.32 million 

 

 
The applicant firm’s 3-year gross average receipts 
must not exceed $30.9 million 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The disadvantaged owner must have sufficient expertise and authority. 

The disadvantaged owner must have control over the day -to-day operations 
of the firm. 

The firm must not be dependent on other firms for viability. 

The socially and economically disadvantaged owner must have 
operational control, managerial control and be independent of other 
firms. 
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 ONSITE  

The onsite 
usually consists 

of: 

Review of the 
business 

location, pictures 
taken 

Review of 
equipment and 
vehicles, pictures 

taken 

Interview of the 
owner(s) and 
management 

Onsite 
questionnaire to 
be completed by 
all executives of 

the business 

 

 

 
 

MDOT CERTIFICATION PROCESS 

Received completed applications are assigned to an investigator. The clock begins.* 

 

This investigator will review the COMPLETEDapplication packet and schedule an 
onsite review. 

To ensure your application is completed, PLEASE REVIEW THE CHECKLISTon the 
last page of the DBE application. For Prequal, make sure Form 0166Ais completed 
and included with application. 
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If you are interested in working on this project: 

Become Certified with MDOT as a DBE firm 

Apply for Protégé Status if you want to participate in the Design 

Inquire with MDOT on the Prequalification Process 

Schedule an Assessment with MDOT Office of Business 

Crystal Smith, Outreach and Support Services Analyst 

SmithC147@michigan.gov (517) 648-6540 

 

 
 

 

WHAT HAPPENS ONCE I’M CERTIFIED? 

Your business is added to the MUCP database. 

Upon the completion of the Prequal process (not including truckers or 
suppliers), your business is qualified to bid on upcoming MDOT projects 
and take advantage of those dollars allocated for certified DBEs. 

STAY CERTIFIED!! 

mailto:MDOT-I-375Corridor@michigan.gov
mailto:SmithC147@michigan.gov


I-375 RECONNECTING 
COMMUNITIES PROJECT 
MEETING NOTES SUMMARY 

This meeting summary is the understanding of items discussed, decisions reached and proposed actions. Please contact 
MDOT-I-375Corridor@michigan.gov if there are changes or additions within five working days. If no changes or additions are received, 
this will be considered an accurate account of the meeting. 

23 

 

 

 

 

 
BREAKOUT 
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THANK YOU! 
I-375 PROJECT TEAM: 

JONATHAN LOREE, DIVYA IYER, LESLIE LOVE 
REGINE BEAUBOEUF 

MDOT-I375CORRIDOR@MICHIGAN.GOV 

WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/I375  

COMMENT: BIT.LY/I375COMMENT   

SUBSCRIBE:  BIT.LY/I375SUBSCRIBE   

CONTACT: 1- 855 - 375 - MDOT(6368) 

mailto:MDOT-I-375Corridor@michigan.gov
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http://www.michigan.gov/I375
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APPENDIX C: DBE BREAKOUT SESSION PRESENTATION 
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