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DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE INDUSTRY FORUM 1 

DATE:   July 27, 2023  

TIME:   3:00 – 6:00 pm  

LOCATION: Wayne County Community College District, 1001 West Fort Street, Detroit, MI 

48226 

ATTENDEES: Firms, Contractors, City of Detroit Representatives, MDOT Staff, and HNTB 

Staff. 233 firms invited; 48 firms registered; 37 attendees. (See Appendix A: Meeting 

Attendees)  

The first of four Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Forums was held on July 27th. 

The purpose of this meeting was to connect with small and disadvantaged businesses by 

providing general project information, explaining project delivery methods, and learning 

the needs of businesses to curate future forums and trainings. Attendees also participated 

in breakout sessions presented by MDOT staff to learn more about specific opportunities 

in their respective fields.   

MDOT’s Leslie Love, from the I-375 project team, opened the meeting with a welcome and 

an overview of the agenda. Leslie then shared save the dates for the project’s upcoming 

engagement: Public Meeting on August 9th and a Local Advisory Committee Meeting on 

September 13th.     

MDOT’s Jonathan Loree, the I-375 project manager, proceeded with an overview on the 

project and its delivery method, specifically how the progressive design build works and 

why it was implemented. Jon also showed attendees three-dimensional renderings of the 

new 375 boulevard (See Appendix B: DBE Main Presentation).  

HNTB’s Tony Migaldi, from the I-375 project team, presented on upcoming DBE and small 

business opportunities on the project. Tony spoke to the project needs and MDOT’s 

preference for DBE involvement and the importance of diverse and local representation 

from Detroit. Following the presentation, Tony answered questions and then directed 

everyone to the breakout session rooms for either “DBE Certification and Prequalification” 

or “DBE Certification.”  
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The “DBE Certification and Prequalification” session was presented by MDOT’s Crystal  

Parker Smith, and was available to contractors. A second “DBE Certification and 

Prequalification” session was presented by MDOT’s Crystal Griffin and Mike Meddaugh, and 

was tailored more for consultants (See Appendix C: DBE Breakout Session 

Presentations).    

Following the completion of the breakout sessions, a final session entitled “How to Register 

and Submit to a Request for Proposal” was held for consultants. Tony went through an 

overview of the procurement, proposal, and submission process. The event concluded with 

audience members completing handwritten or virtual surveys (See Appendix D: DBE Final 

Session Presentation).        

There were 19 individuals that responded to the survey and provided comments. Of those, 

nine stated that they would want a one-on-one follow-up meeting.   

Topics that attendees would like more details about: 

• Trucking and hauling

• Community outreach and engagement planning strategies and execution

• Mentor framework

• DBE goals

• Remedying past harm done to black community

• Trainings offered to ensure Justice40 goals

• Scope of the construction work, environmental findings, and project

constraints Areas attendees would like to receive training:

• DBE prequalification process

• MDOT bidding platform

• Consulting

• Proposal preparation

Information that attendees found most useful: 

• Project overview and timeline

• DBE certification

• Supportive services for DBEs
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APPENDIX A: MEETING ATTENDEES 

Staff: 

• Jonathan Loree, MDOT

• Leslie Love, MDOT

• Tony Migaldi, HNTB

• Evan Forgacs, HNTB

• Bradleigh Merrill, HNTB

• Simona Stalev, HNTB

• Kevin Reddy, HNTB

• Nathan Ford, HNTB

• Regine Beauboeuf, HNTB

• Michael Meddaugh, MDOT

• Courtney Cater, MDOT

• Lisa Thompson, MDOT

• Crystal Griffin, MDOT
• Crystal Smith, MDOT

Attendees: 

• Phyllis Lipkin, U.S. Department of Labor

• Bianca Graves, Leading Edge Business Solution

• Kimle Nailer, Nail-Rite Construction Company Inc

• Jon Kolbasa, Value Engineering LLC

• Gayl Turk-Blaze, Blaze Contracting Inc.

• Tarolyn Buckles, Onyx Enterprise

• Frank Adams, State of Michigan Office of Business Development

• Marja Farrow, Farrow Group

• Tish King, RT Contracting

• Tiffany Jackson, Jackson Consulting Group

• Dr. Phares Noel, Diversified Engineering LLC

• Julius Cousin III, Infrastructure Engineering, Inc.

• Dyrris Marshall, Shadow Team VFX

• Alleece Brannon, Michigan Grounds Crew

• Francisco Guardado, Eminent Excavating LLC
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• Conrad Scott, Accompong Engineering Group

• Rennard Martin, Wayne County Community College District

• Sunday Jaiyesimi, Urban Engineering Solutions

• Kimberly Dokes, Dokes Design Architecture

• Eric Sanders, GCON Services, LLC

• Alvin Lautzenheiser, Jorgensen Steel Machining & Fabrication

• Barbara Arens, Cincar Consulting Group (C2G)

• Terry Willis, Terry WorldWide, LLC

• Mike Meddaugh, MDOT

• Kymina Gooden, Kymgoo Cash Kiosk

• Courtney Cater, Michigan Department of Transportation

• Brigida Villarreal, Eminent Contracting LLC

• Cesar Mireles Jr., Eminent Contracting LLC

• Dichondra Johnson, HNTB

• Robin Scales-Wooten, Scales and Associates Inc

• Rodney Patrick, Wayne County Community College District

• Joseph Jones, Visions Consultants

• Ron Evans, RMEBI Consulting

• Sharon Banks , Bankable Marketing Strategies, LLC

• Curt Curey, Jorgensen Steel Machining & Fabricating

• Beverly J. Watts, BME Consulting, LLC
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