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LAC MEETING 1 RESIDENT AND STAKEHOLDER 

DATE:  December 13, 2022 

TIME:  5:30 – 7:00 PM 

LOCATION: Horatio Williams Foundation, 1010 Antietam Ave Detroit, MI 48207 

ATTENDEES: Residential and Stakeholder Local Advisory Committee (LAC) Members & 

Guests, City of Detroit Representatives, MDOT Staff, and HNTB Staff (see Appendix A) 

The first local advisory committee meeting (LAC) included both resident and stakeholder 

LAC groups. The purpose of this kick-off meeting was to give a project overview to orient 

both new and old LAC members to the project. The meeting centered around background 

information on the planning phase that led to the design alternative, the history of the 

project area, the city of Detroit’s procedures and policies, and the LAC roles and next steps.  

Introductions were made by the project team (MDOT, HNTB, City of Detroit). The project 

team then discussed the LAC purpose and vision of taking the unique experiences and 

knowledge of the LAC members and implementing them into the Land Use Framework 

Plan, Aesthetic Design Guide, and Community Enhancement Plan to help honor the project 

area and execute commitments made in the finding of no significant impact (FONSI). Jamon 

Jordan, the City of Detroit historian, presented the history of Black Bottom and Paradise 

Valley. Jon Loree, MDOT project manager, went over the project overview and highlights, 

and the City of Detroit gave remarks about their land-use process to policy. Following these 

items, the presentation concluded with a review of the next steps and an overview of the 

new project website.  

During the presentation, the team used Slido polling to determine how much attendees 

knew about the project, what project name they prefer, and what topics LAC members 

would like to focus on in the future. Most had a moderate understanding of the project. 

After deciding between three options, “I-375 Reconnecting Communities” received the 

majority votes for the project name.  

Following the presentation's conclusion, the project staff answered questions from LAC 

members. These questions surrounded topics such as what will be done to mitigate the 

impacts of construction on local businesses, how will be the excess land be zoned, LAC 

roles and future schedule, project timeline, and resources for the community.  

https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/projects-studies/studies/environmentally-cleared-projects/i-375-environmental-assessment
http://www.michigan.gov/i375
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The meeting then concluded, and members had a chance to review the project’s roll plots 

and make written comments. 

ATTACHMENTS: Sign-in Sheet, Folder Materials  

REVIEWED BY:  Tony Migaldi, Bradleigh Merrill   

SUBMITTED BY: Sasha Freeman   

CC:     [Invitees, Attendees, and Distribution List], File  
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APPENDIX A: MEETING AGENDA  

DATE:  December 13, 2022 

TIME:  5:30 - 7:00 pm 

LOCATION: Horatio Williams Foundation, 1010 Antietam Ave., Detroit, MI, 48207 

1) Welcome and Introductions 

2) Local Advisory Committee Purpose and Vision 

3) Audience Polls: 

A) How much do you know about the Project? 

4) Brief History of Location 

5) Project Highlights and Overview 

6) City of Detroit Remarks 

7) Next Steps 

8) Audience Poll: 

A) What Project name do you prefer? 

B) Is there anything you would like more information on in a future meeting? 

9) Questions  

 

JOIN SLIDO       

SLIDO.COM #2130452      PROJECT WEBSITE: 
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APPENDIX B: MEETING ATTENDEES  

ATTENDEES 

 Staff: 

• Jon Loree, MDOT 

• Leslie Love, MDOT 

• Rita Screws, MDOT 

• Kay Adefeso, MDOT 

• Rob Morosi, MDOT 

• Jami Trudelle, FHWA 

• Tony Migaldi, HNTB 

• Sarah Binkowski, HNTB 

• Dave Langlois, HNTB 

• Kelly Sweeny, HNTB 

• Bradleigh Merrill, HNTB 

• John Sivills, City of Detroit 

• Samuel Krassenstein, City of Detroit 

• Edwina King, City of Detroit 

• Jamon Jordan, City of Detroit 

 LAC Residential: 

• Nathan Fisher, Parc Lafayette 

• Jennifer Pascha, Bailey Park Neighborhood Development Corporation 

• Katrina Watkins, guest of Jennifer Pascha 

• Jenifer Sexton, Parc Lafayette 

• Terry Campbell, Office of U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow 

• Carol Morton, Chateaufort Place Cooperative 

• Beth Kmetz-Armtage, guest of Carol Morton 

• Mona Ross Gardner, Brush Park Community Development Corporation 

• Olga Stella, Lafayette Park  

 

LAC Stakeholder: 

• Bonnie Leone, Holy Family Church 
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• David Wilson, Crains Communications 

• Melanie Markowicz, Greektown Neighborhood Partnership 

• James Jenkins, Jenkins Construction / NAACP 

• Neico Jenkins, guest of James Jenkins 

• Chalena Beasley, Ralph C Bunche Preparatory Academy 

• Alicia Hunter, Horatio Williams Foundation 

• Eric Larson, Downtown Detroit Partnership 

• Lauren Hood, City Planning Commission 

• Kenita Harris, Jefferson East, Inc. 

• David Di Rita, Detroit Theatre District Association 

• Mark Luckhardt, Bedrock Detroit 

• Kimle Nailer, NABWIC / Nail-Rite Construction Company Inc. 

• Ray Smith, The Blackbottom Group 

• Lydia Maola, Saints Peter and Paul Jesuit Church 

• Ellen Vial, Michigan Environmental Council 

• Marcia Black, Black Bottom Archives 

• Alex Draper, guest of Marcia Black 

• Emily Williams Guffey, Christ Church Detroit 

• Steve Kim, General Motors 

• Karen Slaughter-DuPerry, Detroit Riverfront Conservancy 

• John Drake, Hollywood Casino at Greektown 

• Eric Candela, American Forests  

 

Non-LAC Attendee: 

• M. Ahmed Beasley 

• Paul Jones III, the Peoples Platform 

• Sean Gearhart, CBRE 

• John Gardner, JFDC 
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APPENDIX C: MEETING PRESENTATION 
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