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1 Executive Summary 
 

This report summarizes the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) public 
hearing and virtual event on the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the I-375 
Improvement Project.  The Project’s EA was prepared to determine if there were 
significant impacts on the project area posed by the project and identify a transportation 

improvement Preferred Alternative that replaces the outdated freeway and deteriorating 
roadways and structures with improved safety and connectivity that supports economic 
development and placemaking opportunities. The primary purpose of the public hearing 
and virtual event was to solicit public and agency comments on the EA during the 45-day 

public comment period.  
 

To encourage public participation, MDOT held an in-person Public Hearing inside the 
project area off Jefferson Avenue and a virtual outreach event. There were limitations and 
additional precautions taken due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Both events were 

widely promoted through a variety of methods including a print brochure that was mailed 
out to every address within a ½ mile of the project area (13,300 addresses), internet and 
social media promotion, and coverage through print, digital, and radio media.  
 

Accommodations were made for persons with disabilities and offered for those with 

limited English-speaking ability. The public hearing location met accessibility 
requirements under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Translation and American 
Sign Language (ASL) services were offered on all materials and the project website, but 
no requests were received. Closed captions were used for the public hearing and virtual 
event presentation, and the narrated presentation that was made available on the project 

website(www.Michigan.gov/I375Study) and MDOT YouTube page 
(https://www.youtube.com/michigandot) also included captions. 
 

At the public hearing, MDOT provided exhibits about and printed copies of the EA, as well 
as roll plots of the project area and Preferred Alternative design. The public had the 

opportunity to speak with members of the Project team. MDOT provided information about 
the Project Purpose and Need, the Preferred Alternative, the alternative screening 
process, EA findings, and more. 
 

The public hearing followed all COVID-19 safety precautions and guidelines set by the 

Center for Disease Control and Michigan Department of Health and Human Services. 
Given state guidance, attendance was limited to allowing 25 people in the building at a 
time. The four hours were broken into hour appointments that allowed 25 people or fewer 
per time slot.  
 

Overall, there were 166 total public comments submitted during the 45-day comment 

period that ran from January 5, 2021 to February 19, 2021. Between the two events, a 
total of 191 people participated with 22 at the public hearing and 169 at the virtual event. 
A total of 14 verbal comments were recorded during the public hearing by the court 
reporter and 5 written comments were received. There were 9 comments given verbally 

at the virtual event and 21 submitted through the live event form. The remainder of 
comments were submitted through the website, email and phone.  

http://www.michigan.gov/I375Study
https://www.youtube.com/michigandot
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Following the public hearing, an FAQ was created with questions submitted that was 
made available on the project website following the virtual event. Comments received at 
the public hearing and virtual event are considered in the Project’s Finding of No 
Significant Impacts (FONSI). 

 

1.1 Meeting Logistics and Attendance 
 

Due to the restrictions of COVID-19, MDOT held one public hearing on Thursday evening, 
January 28, 2021. The public hearing was held at the Former GM/UAW Training Center 
at 200 Walker St, Detroit. The venue was chosen due to its proximity to the project corridor 
and its expansive interior that allows for effective social distancing. 22 people signed in 

at the event. See Table 1 for the logistics and attendance of the event. See Section 4.2 
for copies of the sign in sheets. 

 

Table 1: Public Hearing Details 

Date and Location Time Attendance 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 
 
Former GM/UAW Training 
Center 200 Walker St, Detroit 

4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 
Public comment period held every 
hour 

22 

 

1.2 Notification Process 
 

As required under 40 CFR 1506.6, MDOT made diligent efforts to involve the public. 

Public notice of the public hearings was made to inform persons and agencies who may 
be interested or affected. Notice was given to the general public, agencies, tribes and all 
who requested it. Table 2, lists the messaging and communication tools used to notify 
stakeholders of the availability of the EA, the EA public comment period and the public 

hearing. The notification process included a variety of communication forums to invite 
stakeholder and public participation. Additionally, all outreach materials included MDOT’s 
“Special Accommodations” statement using the following language: “Accommodations 
can be made for persons with disabilities and limited English-speaking ability. Large print 

materials, auxiliary aids or the services of interpreters, signers, or readers are available 
upon request. To make a request, contact Orlando Curry at 517-241-7462 or 
CurryO@Michigan.gov at least seven days’ notice.” 
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Table 2: Notification Process 

Medium Summary of Communication 

Brochure A project brochure was created with both a print version which 
was mailed out and an ADA-compliant, digital version which was 

posted online. The brochure included an invitation to both the 
public hearing and virtual event, where to find the Environmental 
Assessment (EA), how to provide comments in every format, how 
to make a special request for the EA, language for special 

accommodation requests, COVID-19 safety guidelines for the 
public hearing, frequently asked questions on the project and EA, 
a letter from the project manager, explanation of the alternatives 
process, environmental effects found in the EA, a timeline of the 

project history and next steps of the project, and large map and 
explanation of the Preferred Alternative. The goal was to provide 
enough information that those that called in on the phone to the 
virtual event were informed from that one document.  

 
The brochure was mailed out on Jan. 6, 2021 to 13,300 addresses 
within a ½ mile of the project area. Brochure stacks were dropped 
off at three local grocery stores in the project area –Harbortown 

Market, Lafayette Foods, and Family Fair Market Place – as well 
as in Eastern Market.  In addition, brochures were available to 
take at the public hearing.  

 

Legal 

Notice/Notice of 
Public Hearing 

A legal notice of the public hearing and virtual event was sent out 

on January 5, 2021 by MDOT. It was included in the following 
publications a total of 11 times: 

1. Lansing State Journal 1-5-21 

2. Lansing State Journal 1-10-21 

3. Detroit News 1-5-21 

4. Detroit News 1-6-21 

5. Detroit News 1-7-21 

6. Detroit News 1-8-21 

7. Detroit Free Press 1-5-21  

8. Detroit Free Press 1-6-21  

9. Detroit Free Press 1-7-21 

10. Detroit Free Press 1-8-21 

11. Detroit Free Press 1-10-21 

Media Advisories Two media advisories – one announcing the 45-day comment 

period opening on January 5, 2021 and another announcing the 
public hearing and virtual event on January 8, 2021 were sent out 
by MDOT. This resulted in a good amount of media coverage with  
5 articles in Crain’s Detroit Business, Detroit Free Press, and 

others, and radio interviews on WWJ and WDET. 
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Medium Summary of Communication 
Project Website Announcements about the comment period, public hearing, and 

virtual event were posted on the project website. Attendees could 
also register for both events on the project website. In addition, 
the EA document in its entirety, a public comment form, and other 
pertinent project documents were also made available on the 

project website. Information is being updated throughout the 
comment period. The Project website URL is 
www.Michigan.gov/I375Study.  

Social Media There were 9 total posts on MDOT social channels, Facebook and 
Twitter. Plus, there were Facebook events that were created for 

both the public hearing and virtual event.  
 

 

Chapter 2 includes copies of the meeting notification materials referenced in Table 2. 

 

1.3 Public Hearing Materials 
 

The public hearing was held in accordance with MDOT’s public involvement/public 
hearing procedures and consistent with 23 CFR 771.111. The primary purpose of the 
public hearings was to solicit public comments on the EA during the 45-day public 
comment period. 

 

At the hearing, MDOT provided exhibits and information about the EA, the NEPA process, 

and where those interested can get information about the EA. The public was afforded 
time to speak with members of the project team. A court reporter was available to record 
private testimony from stakeholders. MDOT provided information about the project 
purpose and need, alternatives considered, potential direct, indirect, and cumulative 

impacts, and details about MDOT’s Preferred Alternative. 

 

Wayfinding signage was placed outside at key locations near the hearing site to identify 
the meeting locations. Interior signage helped attendees identify where specific 
information was located within the meeting space. To ensure safety during the pandemic, 
venue capacity was limited to 25 people per hour. Therefore, attendees were asked to 

sign up in advance for hour-long appointments to view the exhibits, presentation, and 
make comments. Attendees were given a speaker request/written comment form, and a 
guide to the EA that included: 

 

A. An Introductory Letter and Thank You to the Community from the Project Manager  
B. Get Engaged: View the Environmental Assessment and Participate in An 

Upcoming Public Hearing 
C. Project Purpose and Need 
D. Key Terms 
E. Frequently Asked Questions 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/I375Study
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Public hearing attendees were greeted and encouraged to visit the project exhibits and 
interact with project team members prior to the formal hearings. The exhibits – in the form 
of display boards on easels and roll plots placed on walls – were safely spaced around a 

large room. Team members were on hand to engage attendees. Exhibits included: 

 

A. Welcome Board 
B. Purpose and Need (Board) 
C. Project Timeline 
D. Screening Process 

E. Environmental Effects 
F. Boulevard Cross Section 
G. Future Travel Times 
H. Boulevard Comparisons 

I. Riverfront Comparisons 
J. I-75/I-375 Interchange 
K. Nonmotorized 
L. Existing Project Map (Roll Plot) 

M. Preferred Alternative Project Map (Roll Plot) 

 

In addition to the information given in exhibits and handouts, MDOT presented two videos 
in the venue auditorium for participants to watch before making public comments. The 
first was a 33-minute narrated video presentation with closed captions that covered 
project description and background, NEPA process, alternatives screening, the preferred 

alternative, environmental effects and mitigation, how to submit an official comment and 
project next steps. The second video (2 minutes 20 seconds) was a digital, bird’s-eye 
rendering of the preferred alternative. Links to both videos can be found in Chapter 3. 

 

The virtual event on the evening of Wednesday, January 27 included the same materials 
as the public hearing to ensure those that were limited from attending in person also had 

an opportunity to see the narrated presentation, video simulation of the Preferred 
Alternative, and offer comments.  

 

Additionally, the narrated presentation and an FAQ were added to the project website to 
ensure anyone who was unable to attend has the information they need to provide a 
comment.  
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1.4 Public Hearing Comments 
During the public hearing, MDOT designated a time for project stakeholders to provide 
verbal comments to MDOT in a public forum. This part of the public hearing took place in 

an auditorium setting with a court reporter seated near the stage to transcribe stakeholder 
comments. 

 

Welcome and opening remarks were provided by Jonathan Loree, PE, I-375 
Improvement project manager and Monica Monsma, MDOT’s Public Involvement and 
Hearings Officer, served as hearing moderator.  

 

Stakeholders wishing to provide comments during the public forum were asked to 
complete a speaker request/written comment form. Stakeholders were called forward by 

the moderator in the order in which their speaker request forms were received. No time 
limit was placed on comments. When no further stakeholders came forward, the public 
forum was closed by the moderator.  
 

After the conclusion of the public forum, the Project team remained available as needed 

to answer questions and assist attendees in the public hearing exhibit area until after the 
scheduled close of the event. 
 

Due to COVID-19, there was concern that some stakeholders would not attend a public 

event. In addition to the formal hearing, the public was also able to comment on the EA 
at a virtual outreach event on Wednesday evening, January 27, 2021. The virtual 
outreach event was held on the teleconferencing service, Broadnet, which was chosen 
for its accessibility to project stakeholders in Environmental Justice communities.  The 

same presentation and simulation video were shown at both events.  Exhibit Boards and 
Roll Plots were also presented at the in-person event and are included in Section 3.1.  
The Exhibit Boards and Roll Plots were also available on the I-375 website 
(www.Michigan.gov/I375Study). A court reporter was only available at the in-person 

event; however, comments were recorded by the study team for the online event and 
included as part of the public comment.   
 

A combined total of 14 verbal comments were recorded during the public forums by the 

court reporter and 5 written comments were received at the event. Table 3 lists all of the 
public hearing comments received by format.  The court reporter transcripts of the public 
forum, transcripts of comments provided directly to the court reporter, and written 
comments provided at the public hearing are included in Appendix B of the FONSI. 

 

Table 3: Public Hearing Comments 

Amount Format Given 

4 written on comment forms 
14 given verbally 

Public Hearing 

9 (verbal) 
21 (written) 

Virtual Event 

110 (written) Email or online comment form 

http://www.michigan.gov/I375Study
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Amount Format Given 

8 (written) Letters 

• Senator Stephanie Chang 

• Detroit Greenways Coalition 

• Bedrock 

• Greektown Neighborhood Partnership 

• Greektown Casino-Hotel 

• Detroit Mercy Law 
 

Agency Letters 

• United States Environmental Protections 
Agency 

• Department of Interior 

 

166 During full 45-day comment period 

  

1.5 COVID-19 Safety Protocols Taken 
 

Given the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and how high the cases of the virus were at the 
time of the public hearing in Michigan, extensive safety precautions and limitations for the 
meeting were followed. A new public hearing was essentially held every hour from 4 to 8 

p.m. with only 25 people in the building at a time. There was a need for a total of 10 staff 
(project, building maintenance, and court reporter) on-site at all times, this allowed for 15 
attendees per hour. A sign-up sheet was available online with appointment sign ups. 
There was flexibility for people to show up on-site and the first hour was designated for 

people most vulnerable to the virus.  

 

When attendees arrived, they completed a CDC COVID-19 survey and had their 
temperature taken before entering the building. There was signage throughout the 
building that included safety precautions and protocols to take such as mask wearing and 
keeping a 6 ft. distance from others. Between each hour, seats, tables, and other highly 

touched items were wiped down with disinfectant wipes. Pens were thrown away after 
use and sign-in sheets and Title VI surveys were all separate, so no one was touching 
the same piece of paper. The auditorium allowed for many seating options and had “seat 
unavailable” signs between seats so no one sat next to one another. There were three 

microphones available to deliver comments from with social distance markings on the 
ground. To learn more about the protocols taken, see the Public Hearing Plan approved 
by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in Section 3.9 of this report.  
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2 Meeting Notifications 
2.1 Legal Notice 
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2.2 News Releases  
Jan. 5, 2021 – Opening of Public Comment Period  

(https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-9620_11057-548764--,00.html)  

 
 

 

  

https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-9620_11057-548764--,00.html
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Jan. 12, 2021 – Public Hearing Details (https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-

9620_11057-549287--,00.html)  

 

 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-9620_11057-549287--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-9620_11057-549287--,00.html
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2.3 Brochure Mailer  
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2.4 Social Media  
 

January 5, 2021 

 

 
 

 

January 8, 2021 
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January 12, 2021 
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January 27, 2021 
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2.5 News Coverage 
https://www.clickondetroit.com/traffic/2021/01/12/i-375-project-in-detroit-mdot-to-host-

virtual-outreach-event-public-hearing/  

I-375 project in Detroit: MDOT to host virtual outreach event, public hearing 
Dave Bartkowiak Jr. 

 
I-375 map in Detroit (Wikimedia) 

 

DETROIT – The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) will hold a virtual outreach 

event and in-person public hearing regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) for 

proposed changes on I-375 in Detroit. 

MDOT said the project extends from Mack Avenue to Atwater Street and “transforms the 

urban below-grade freeway into a street-level boulevard.” The virtual outreach event and 

public hearing will allow interested parties the opportunity to view potential changes and 

make formal documented comments. 

Virtual outreach event details: 

• 6-7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2021 

• Register here for virtual event 

In-person public hearing details: 

• 4-8 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 28, 2021 

• The 4-5 p.m. hour is reserved for senior citizens or individuals at high risk for 

COVID-19. 

https://www.clickondetroit.com/traffic/2021/01/12/i-375-project-in-detroit-mdot-to-host-virtual-outreach-event-public-hearing/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/traffic/2021/01/12/i-375-project-in-detroit-mdot-to-host-virtual-outreach-event-public-hearing/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/topic/MDOT/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/topic/MDOT/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..O76BpJ9XmsLWl6lLbOraLV0x9CO5Wt6oxdBnGvCIm0o_s_254369157_br_92958346005-2Dl&d=DwMFAw&c=IdVe9qYOlLvEHvfqFspkfxuOEuSulhj36o8Ug6l7Bq4&r=CEAriYqfXd_ZBAH5w50bPftp_ZG7w3z8lFTg-nMutIU&m=y2h_ThzEz1gv6aY103PjQcPvffsWulB8hZ3EaNYT97M&s=pUoy6pAHBIh5KBts5LsdL5qBTXFbnDr5m8I4JHFlg90&e=
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• The 5-8 p.m. time frame is by appointment only. All state guidelines for public 

health and safety will be followed, including wearing a mask, social distancing and 

not attending if feeling ill. 

• Register in advance online or by calling 517-335-4381 to reserve a time. 

• WHERE: Former UAW/GM Center for HR, 200 Walker St., Detroit, MI 48207 

I-375 project details 

From MDOT: 

“The I-375 improvement project is designed to address the deterioration of existing bridges 

and pavement and a functionally obsolete interchange design with an appropriate solution 

that considers safety, operations and costs while improving connectivity for all users, 

makes the corridor walkable and supports future economic development plans for the city. 

Additional information is available on the project website 

at www.Michigan.gov/I375study.” 

 

https://www.crainsdetroit.com/transportation/7-ways-i-375-redesign-would-impact-

people-cars-downtown-detroit 

7 ways an I-375 redesign would impact people, cars in downtown Detroit 

Annalise Frank 

  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTIuMzMxNTMwODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Zvcm1zLm9mZmljZS5jb20vUGFnZXMvUmVzcG9uc2VQYWdlLmFzcHg-5FaWQ9aDNENzFYYzNyVUtXYW9rdTlISWwwV3E2aUM2dmNTZE1za2JKUEhKWFoxeFVNa1ZHVmpOVlR6TlVXRE5SUzFoUlZFOURNemM1T1VWRFVDNHUifQ.zEQRk-5FeQKX1s-5F-5FuuLx1-2D7O8HIOqf1GhxgZZ1yC7UQiU_s_254369157_br_92958346005-2Dl&d=DwMFAw&c=IdVe9qYOlLvEHvfqFspkfxuOEuSulhj36o8Ug6l7Bq4&r=CEAriYqfXd_ZBAH5w50bPftp_ZG7w3z8lFTg-nMutIU&m=y2h_ThzEz1gv6aY103PjQcPvffsWulB8hZ3EaNYT97M&s=hK_4tZtRa7BLN2vlr-Q4Irt5tYkNzpOSqnITB45rs-I&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTIuMzMxNTMwODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lk1pY2hpZ2FuLmdvdi9JMzc1c3R1ZHkifQ.6VB46ajeoDlfV4SdIPlk6P-2Dc2x7tEgodR5Bv3i5k2dQ_s_254369157_br_92958346005-2Dl&d=DwMFAw&c=IdVe9qYOlLvEHvfqFspkfxuOEuSulhj36o8Ug6l7Bq4&r=CEAriYqfXd_ZBAH5w50bPftp_ZG7w3z8lFTg-nMutIU&m=y2h_ThzEz1gv6aY103PjQcPvffsWulB8hZ3EaNYT97M&s=pLAvMzvCEFIqf4Xg6lG7DtY1Uuhud1fPD5y0PE7tT2A&e=
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/transportation/7-ways-i-375-redesign-would-impact-people-cars-downtown-detroit
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/transportation/7-ways-i-375-redesign-would-impact-people-cars-downtown-detroit
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The Michigan Department of Transportation released a report this week analyzing 

potential impacts of the long-awaited I-375 redo in downtown Detroit, from less parking 
to more pedestrian accessibility. 
 
The state is taking public comments over the next month and a half that it says it will take 

into consideration as it makes final decisions in redesigning the freeway as a street-level 
boulevard. 

 

The mile-long roadway, which won't actually be reconstructed for up to six more years, is 

considered outdated, unsafe and in need of repair. It's also seen by many as a concrete 
barrier between downtown Detroit and the near-east side. It was built in the early 1960s 
by bulldozing over what were previously thriving Black-owned businesses. 

 

MDOT scheduled a federally mandated in-person public hearing Jan. 28 and a virtual 
meeting Jan. 27 for those who want to comment on the new report, which is called an 

environmental assessment. It gives an in-depth look at the project, how it came to be and, 
most notably, how it could impact pedestrians, drivers, the environment and more. 

 

Members of the public who don't attend a meeting can also submit comments any time 

through Feb. 19. More information is on the department's website. 

 

MDOT is spending $8 million to design the new I-75 interchange and a new replacement 

boulevard from south of Gratiot Avenue leading down to the riverfront. It anticipates 

another $8 million bump in the coming months to finish the process as well, according to 
MDOT senior project manager Jonathan Loree. 

 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdot/I-375_Environmental_Assessment_711980_7.pdf
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/voices-chad-livengood/why-did-funding-i-375-rebuild-get-yanked
https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-9621_11058_75084---,00.html
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/article/20171203/news/646641/mdot-i-375-study-backs-boulevard-plans
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Michigan Department of Transportation 
A map shows a proposed redo of I-375 and its interchange with I-75 in downtown Detroit. 
The plan entails replacing the north-south freeway with a street-level boulevard and 

remaking the freeway interchange to improve safety. 
It would entail rebuilding the interchange between I-75 and I-375 and filling in the four-
lane, 20-foot-deep freeway. The boulevard would have four lanes in each direction, 
eliminating the service drives and shifting the boulevard to the west side of where the 

highway is, which frees up some land for new use. Bridges would be replaced, as well as 
"confusing" entrance and exit ramps, the report says. 
The timeline for when Detroiters could see construction start on I-375 is not clear. While 
previous estimates were pegged at 2022, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer's administration last 

year decided not to prioritize it, pushing the $180 million project back likely to 2027. But 
Loree said there's a strong desire from the city of Detroit and MDOT to try to get that 
moved up to 2023 at the earliest. 

 

"The City of Detroit's Planning and Development Department and the Department of 
Public Works have been working with MDOT to craft a vision for the future of the I-375 

corridor that leverages the project's potential to reconnect neighborhoods, support 
ongoing development and improve the economic outlook for the city and the region," Katy 
Trudeau, city planning deputy director, said in a statement. "We look forward to sharing 
more details and to engaging residents to get their feedback on the project in the future."  

 
As MDOT and those it would impact think about this project, here are some of the biggest 
changes it portends: 
Say good-bye to Jefferson Avenue curve 

The exit from I-375 to Jefferson Avenue, east of the Renaissance Center, curves east in 
a unique way that is prone to accidents. That would disappear and be replaced with a 
regular street light intersection between Jefferson and the new boulevard that would allow 
cars to continue south toward the Detroit River (they can't currently). 

Traffic delays 
The new corridor will no longer be a highway; it will have traffic lights, meaning slower 
going for car commuters. The report estimates it will add a two-minute traffic delay in peak 
morning hours and seven-minute delay in evening rush hours. 

More access for buses, bikes 
The boulevard allows for expanded bus service and new routes that make going east to 
west into and out of downtown easier, and adds bicycle lanes along the boulevard and 
streets that connect with Eastern Market. 

Wins, woes for walkers 
Pedestrians will come into contact with cars more and face potentially long wait times to 
cross the boulevard. It can take up to 3 minutes and 57 seconds to cross the boulevard 
east to west. But MDOT does say it's adding pedestrian shelter areas and more sidewalk 

space. Pedestrians will also, crucially, have shorter walking distances with more 
accessibility along the boulevard and around Eastern Market. With wait times it could take 
up to 3 minutes and 57 seconds to cross the boulevard east to west. 
Fewer parking spots 
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Taking out the service drives will eliminate 449 street parking spaces, according to Loree 
and the report, including some that are often used around Eastern Market on busy 
weekend days. 

Homeless people affected 
Removing some bridges and reconstructing others will mean either permanently or 
temporarily displacing homeless people who find shelter anywhere along I-375. It "may 
require moving homeless people and their belongings out of the 'right of way,'" the report 

says. It adds that "MDOT will work with the city of Detroit to give the homeless notice of 
construction and assist them with finding services to help them find alternative housing." 
Specifics on that process were not laid out. 
Historic structures and environment 

MDOT's environmental assessment says, based on the department's research, that the 
project would have "no adverse effect" on historic and archaeological sites, air quality or 
environmental justice issues. But it does say there is a "potential" impact on surface water 
quality. 

You can read the full report here. 

 

https://wdet.org/posts/2021/01/14/90509-i-375-improvement-project-in-detroit-seeks-

public-feedback/ 

I-375 Improvement Project in Detroit Seeks Public Feedback 

Tia Graham 

 
The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) is looking for public input regarding 
the I-375 project in Detroit. The project, which has a timeline extending through 2027, will 
convert the current highway system into a boulevard.  

An official 45 day period opened up on the environmental assessment portion of the I-
375 project in January. According to the Federal Highway Administration, with an 
undertaking as large as this project, there must be an opportunity for public feedback. 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdot/I-375_Environmental_Assessment_711980_7.pdf
https://wdet.org/posts/2021/01/14/90509-i-375-improvement-project-in-detroit-seeks-public-feedback/
https://wdet.org/posts/2021/01/14/90509-i-375-improvement-project-in-detroit-seeks-public-feedback/
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Last November, a study was released by MDOT outlining the tentative schedule regarding 
public comment hearings, the design process and future construction plans. 
Rob Morosi is the spokesperson for MDOT. He says if there are no serious objections, 

MDOT will move forward with the proposed alterations. “If there is no significant impact, 
then we can move forward with design, if there is significant impact, there will be further 
studies that will be required,” explains Morosi. 
Currently, the stretch of freeway is at ground level and the proposed plan is to create a 

street-level boulevard from Gratiot Avenue to Atwater.  
Anyone interested in commenting on the future of the project can participate in virtual or 
in-person public hearings. There are multiple ways to be included in the discussion. 
According to Morosi, “You can submit public comments via email by attending the virtual 

outreach event, by attending in-person public hearings, all will be part of the official record 
that will be reviewed by the Federal Highway Administration. And you can even do it via 
us mail.” 
The open comment period ends on February 19. 

 

https://detroit.curbed.com/2017/11/29/16714886/mdot-375-open-house  

MDOT to update public on I-375 progress in an open house 

Robin Runyan 

 
 

One of the most debated stretches of road in Detroit is one that could see big changes in 

the next few years. MDOT will be hosting an open house Tuesday, December 5 from 4-
7:39 at the DNR Outdoor Adventure Center to update the public on its environmental 
study. 
 

Six alternatives were proposed in 2014 for the urban freeway that links the eastern side 
of downtown (near the Ren Cen) to I-75 near Eastern Market. Proposals range from 
merely upgrading the current freeways to creating two one-way streets with a greenway. 
 

https://detroit.curbed.com/2017/11/29/16714886/mdot-375-open-house
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We asked readers which alternative they prefer earlier this year. The one-way streets won 
by a large margin. 
 

The urban freeway is a major thruway for workers at the Ren Cen. It could also be a vital 
place for future development on the side, with connections directly to the riverfront. It also 
runs alongside the fail jail site, which should see more development in the coming years. 
Earlier this year, it was named one of America’s worst urban highways. 

 
According to a news release, Tuesday’s open house, “will focus on the practical 
alternatives that will be analyzed in the Environmental Assessment (EA) to be completed 
in 2018.” 

 
MDOT staff and City of Detroit Planning Department staff will be on hand to answer 
questions. Presentations will be at 5 and 6 p.m. 
 

Can’t attend? Some background on the project can be found here and comments can be 

sent to MDOT-I-375Corridor@michigan.gov. 

 

 

https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2021/01/27/detroit-highway-

replaced-black-bottom/4260800001/ 

MDOT: I-375 redesign funding redirected while project study continues 

Darcie Moran 

Detroit Free Press 

 

The funding allotted for the rebuilding of Interstate 375 was moved to aid other projects 
while study of the effort continues, says Michigan Department of Transportation Director 
Paul C. Ajegba. 
 
Crain’s Detroit Business first reported Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s administration pulling the 

$180 million in MDOT’s five-year project plan, leaving $6 million still slated for project 
planning. 
 
In January, Whitmer announced her latest plan to “fix the damn roads” — a $3.5-billion 

road bonding plan — and the State Transportation Commission, made up of governor 
appointees, removed the I-375 project from its 5-year approved project list. 
 
Discussions on turning the milelong strip back into a surface street have spanned much 

of the last decade. It’s been long recognized as a remnant of the 1960s, when Black 
Detroit neighborhoods were destroyed for freeways to the suburbs; the Black Bottom 
neighborhood was destroyed for the creation of I-75 and I-375. 
 

The history is not forgotten, but the process of reviewing possible plans for the road isn’t 
over and needs to play out, Ajegba said. Meanwhile, other roads need attention. 
 

mailto:MDOT-I-375Corridor@michigan.gov
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2021/01/27/detroit-highway-replaced-black-bottom/4260800001/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2021/01/27/detroit-highway-replaced-black-bottom/4260800001/
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“It doesn't make sense to be holding $180 million aside for something we don't know what 
we're going to do (with) when we have roads that are falling apart,” he said. 
 

It’s also premature to say the expressway will definitely be ripped out as an environmental 
study is still underway and an OK from the Federal Highway Administration is still needed, 
he said. 
 

The environmental study has continued for several years and proposals have included 
making the road a surface-level street with landscaped medians, bicycle lanes and new 
lighting. 
 

With crumbling roads and Whitmer’s attempts to fix them, the money was primarily 
redirected for other metro Detroit projects, Ajegba said. 
Officials are committed to Detroit and spending significant money there, he said, pointing 
especially to the I-94 corridor, a nearly $2-billion investment. 

 
“375 will eventually take care of itself but we are using that money wisely to do some big 
projects in the city, and that's a good thing,” he said. “We're reinvesting it back in the city." 
 

But the city of Detroit is hoping for a continued discussion while the Southeast Michigan 
Council of Governments, or SEMCOG, weighs the next step — removing the I-375 project 
from its 2020-23 Transportation Improvement Program. 
 

SEMCOG’s executive committee last week tabled an amendment to the program plan, 
used to get federal funding, which included pushing the project to 2027. 
 
A Detroit representative on the transportation coordinating council had previously 

recommended approval of the amendment, minus the I-375 project deletion. 
 
Detroit Chief Operating Officer Hakim Berry said officials are hoping to sit down to get 
more information on the choices and reasons at hand. 

 
He noted the years of work that have gone into the project. 
 
“There’s been a lot of energy, a lot of meetings and a lot of planning to make this happen,” 

he said. “375 is historically a thorn for many of the Detroiters here.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.radio.com/wwjnewsradio/podcasts/wwj-on-demand-45729/public-discusses-

i-375-construction-project-in-detroit-355899478  

 
Public discusses I-375 construction project in Detroit 

 

https://www.radio.com/wwjnewsradio/podcasts/wwj-on-demand-45729/public-discusses-i-375-construction-project-in-detroit-355899478
https://www.radio.com/wwjnewsradio/podcasts/wwj-on-demand-45729/public-discusses-i-375-construction-project-in-detroit-355899478
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WWJ's Greg Bowman reports there was little if any opposition in replacing I-375 with a 
surface boulevard in downtown Detroit.  
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3 Meeting Materials 
3.1 Public Hearing Exhibit Boards and Roll Plots 
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3.2 Public Hearing Comment Form 
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3.3 Public Hearing Title VI Survey 
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3.4 Public Hearing Signage  
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3.5 Public Hearing Presentation 
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3.6 Narrated and Closed Caption Presentation 
 

https://youtu.be/xCH-Zw__8HE 
 

3.7 Simulation Video  

 
https://youtu.be/XIzi_vtGW80  

 

  

https://youtu.be/xCH-Zw__8HE
https://youtu.be/XIzi_vtGW80
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3.8 FAQ
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3.9 Public Hearing Plan 
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4 Attendance Records 
4.1 Title VI Forms: Public Hearing 
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Add
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4.2 Sign-In Sheets: Public Hearing 
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4.3 
COVID-19 Survey: Public Hearing 
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4.4 Title VI Poll: Virtual Event 
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4.5 Attendee Report: Virtual Event 

The above numbers are skewed from inclusion of staff and duplicates who called in and 
joined online. 

 

After extensive review, below is the breakdown of attendance: 

97 online attendees + 33 online attendees that did not give name, but we have IP Address  
39 call-in attendees 
___ 
169 attendees for the virtual event 

 
(duplicates and staff were removed from these numbers) 
 

Online Attendees 

1. Aaron Johnson 

2. Adam Cook 

3. Alex 

4. Alex Fields 

5. Amber 

6. Andrea Wilcox 

7. Andy Pickard 

8. Anthony 

9. Anton Schauerte 

10. Aram Kalousdian 

11. Ashley Dreyer  

12. Athina Papas 

13. Brad Wieferich 

14. Brandy Solak 

15. Breon Lewis 

16. Brian Peck 

17. Carol Morton 

18. Carole Wrubel 

19. Caryl Williams 

20. Charles Johnson 
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21. Chaundra Trumpp 

22. Chinyere Neale 

23. Connie White 

24. Corey Leon 

25. Craig Yaldoo 

26. Dan Carmody 

27. Daniel 

28. Daniel Himes 

29. David Di Rita 

30. David I Tobar 

31. David Robert Webb 

32. Derek W Boice 

33. Ed Baldwin 

34. Edward Fowler 

35. Eric D. Lawrence 

36. Eric Polvi 

37. Evelyn Cooper 

38. Evelyn Goodwyn 

39. Gary Zundel 

40. Gerald D Conover 

41. Gregory Clark 

42. Gregory J. Perkowski, P.E. 

43. Hunter Harig 

44. Jack Wheatley 

45. Janet Attarian 

46. Jason Bailey 

47. Jessica 

48. JH 

49. Jimmy Mcbroom 

50. John Sivills 

51. Julia Schlau 

52. June West 

53. Jw Mitchell  

54. Kay Adefeso 

55. Ken Kucel 

56. Kimberly Webb 

57. Kristin Palm 

58. Lorraine Grinnell 

59. Margaret Barondess 

60. Margaret Ceifetz 

61. Mark B 
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62. Mark de la Vergne 

63. MARY ARNONE 

64. Matt Binkowski 

65. Matt H. 

66. Megan Owens 

67. Melanie Markowicz, Greektown Neighborhood Partnership 

68. Michael Darga 

69. Michael Lamping 

70. Michael Shaya 

71. Michelle Andonian 

72. Mitchell Mantey 

73. Nathan Loree 

74. Ray Smith 

75. Raymond Prost 

76. Ria Screws 

77. Rob Davidek 

78. Rochel Rusan 

79. Royce A Gueringer 

80. Ruth Hepfer 

81. Ryan Reincke  

82. Ryan Southen 

83. Saima 

84. Sara Campbell 

85. Sharon Tevis Finch 

86. Sherman Puckett 

87. Stacie Percell 

88. Stan Reinke 

89. Suzanne Cleage 

90. Tai Tran 

91. Ted 

92. Timothy Boscarino 

93. Todd Wyett 

94. Valerie Strassberg 

95. Vince Keenan 

96. Vince Ranger 

97. WWJ 

There were 33 additional attendees that did not provide a name – 
just an IP address from the attendee report. 
 
Duplicates were removed. 
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Highlighted blue if they also joined online – only counted once. 
 

Phone Attendees 

1. Inbound Caller: [Pamela Zonca] 

Inbound Caller: [Mark Delavergne] 

2. Theresa Tejada 

Gerald Conover 

Todd Wyett 

Royce Gueringer 

3. Rita Screws 

4. Anthony Vanky 

5. Jill Buterbaugh 

6. Kumar Kintala 

7. Sheryl Theriot 

8. Marisa Varga 

Corey Leon 

9. David young 

10. Todd Sheffer 

Saima 

11. Eric D. Lawrence 

12. John Kruse 

13. Inbound Caller: [Wa Cornerstone] 

Julia Schlau 

Michael Shaya 

14. Jeff spakowski 

Inbound Caller: [Johnson  C.] 

Anton Schauerte 

Athina Papas 

15. Danny Hines 

Matt Binkowski 

Michael Darga 

MARY ARNONE 

Brad Wieferich 

Michael Lamping 
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Melanie Markowicz 

Tai Tran 

David Robert Webb 

June West 

Ken Kucel 

Megan Owens 

Vince Ranger 

16. Inbound Caller: [Wireless Caller] 

John Sivills 

Jw Mitchell 

17. Chris Casteel 

18. Jeff Stover 

Breon Lewis 

Kimberly Webb 

19. Aaron Mondry 

20. Inbound Caller: [Ray Jackson] 

21. Inbound Caller: [Wireless Caller] 

22. May Red 

23. Christina Lovio George 

Alex Fields 

24. Jeffrey Nolish 

Ryan Southen 

Inbound Caller: [Arnone Mary] 

25. James Mcbroom 

Craig Yaldoo 

26. Inbound Caller: [Morton Carol] 

27. Jackson Hurst 

28. Inbound Caller: [Wireless Caller] 

Chinyere Neale 

Stacie Percell 

Connie White 

Aaron Johnson 

Aram Kalousdian 

Inbound Caller: [Craig Yaldoo] 
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29. Terry Coleman-Hannon 

Michelle Andonian 

Adam Cook 

30. Inbound Caller: [Wireless Caller] 

Ray Smith 

Melanie Markowitz 

31. Sharleta Paris 

32. Wendy Caldwell-Liddell 

Brandy Solak 

33. Inbound Caller: [Ayers Geralyn] 

34. Sara Campbell 

35. Randy Nathaniel 

Ruth Hepfer 

David Di Rita -Detroit 

Timothy Boscarino -Detroit  

Eric Polvi 

Janet Attarian 

Ashley Dreyer  

Carol Morton 

Derek W Boice 

36. Shellie Zamponi 

Inbound Caller: [Evelyn Cooper] 

Edward Baldwin 

Edward Fowler 

37. David Tobar 

38. Connie Heavenridge 

39. Nazeeh Oudeh 

Greg Perkowski 

Brian Peck 

Lorraine Grinnell 

 

Public Hearing and Virtual Event Comments have been moved to Appendix B of the 

FONSI. 


	1 Executive Summary
	1.1 Meeting Logistics and Attendance
	1.2 Notification Process
	1.3 Public Hearing Materials
	1.4 Public Hearing Comments
	1.5 COVID-19 Safety Protocols Taken

	2 Meeting Notifications
	2.1 Legal Notice
	2.2 News Releases
	2.3 Brochure Mailer
	2.4 Social Media
	2.5 News Coverage

	3 Meeting Materials
	3.1 Public Hearing Exhibit Boards and Roll Plots
	3.2 Public Hearing Comment Form
	3.3 Public Hearing Title VI Survey
	3.4 Public Hearing Signage
	3.5 Public Hearing Presentation
	3.6 Narrated and Closed Caption Presentation
	3.7 Simulation Video
	3.8 FAQ
	3.9 Public Hearing Plan

	4 Attendance Records
	4.1 Title VI Forms: Public Hearing
	4.2 Sign-In Sheets: Public Hearing
	4.3 COVID-19 Survey: Public Hearing
	4.4 Title VI Poll: Virtual Event
	4.5 Attendee Report: Virtual Event


