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Michigan Unmanned Aerial Systems 
Task Force Committee Meeting

Minutes of Meeting 
August 18, 2020 

Pursuant to Section 31 of Act 436 of the Public Acts (PA) of 2016, the members of the 
Michigan Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) Task Force, created by said Act, met 
virtually via Microsoft Teams, on Tuesday, August 18, 2020, commencing at 1:01 p.m.   

I. Opening Remarks/Roll Call/Approval of Minutes from October 23, 2019 
The August 18, 2020 Michigan UAS Task Force was called to order by Mike Trout at 
1:01pm. Mr. Trout welcomed all those present and thanked them for participating in 
the virtual format.     

Roll call was taken by Alicia Morrison.    

Mr. Trout presented draft minutes from the October 23, 2019 meeting. Craig Amey 
moved to approve the minutes. Kevin Klein seconded the motion. The Task Force 
approved the motion unanimously.   

II. Introduction of New Members 
Bryan Budds welcomed newly appointed Task Force members Andrew Cardinale, 
Marlon Brown, Randee Rewerts, Michael Heise, and Justin Morren. Each new 
member shared a few words about themselves and their involvement with UAS. 

III. Recap of Final Report and Outcomes  
Bryan Budds presented a recap of the Task Force’s initial recommendations and 
provided an update on each one, as listed below. All items will continue to be 
tracked and monitored, as appropriate. 

Members Present Members Absent
Craig Amey 
Sgt. Scott Baldwin 
Marlon Brown 
Andrew Cardinale 
Daniel Coffey 
Michael Heise 
John Hill 
Kevin Jacobs 
Christopher Johnson 
Katie Jones 
Kevin Klein 
Melinda Marion 
Justin Morren 
Daniel Pepper 
Randee Rewerts 
Thomas Scott 
Chairman Mike Trout 

Corbett Adkins 
Bradley Chambers 
Jon Cool 
John Flanagan 
Greg MacMaster 
Brian Matchett 
Matthew Olson 
Sgt. Matthew Rogers 
Bob Sweeney 
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a. Establish UAS Joint Program Office – Completed 
b. Recognition of Michigan UAS Consortium – Completed 
c. Affirm Role of Michigan Aeronautics Commission – Completed 
d. Develop Education and Outreach Strategy – In Progress 
e. Develop Guidelines for Public Agency Data Sharing and Retention – In 

Progress 
f. Codify Extension of Self – Completed 
g. Explore Unmanned Traffic Management – In Progress 
h. Prohibit UAS Interference with Key and Unique Facilities – Completed 
i. Clarify Interference with Public Safety Officials – Completed 
j. UAS Integration Pilot Program – Completed 
k. Maintain Communication with Federal Partners – In Progress 
l. Support American Center for Mobility on UAS/Connected Automated 

Vehicles Integration – In Progress  

IV. Special Presentations 
a. Michigan Office of Future Mobility and Electrification 

Mr. Trevor Pawl, Michigan Chief Mobility Officer gave a short presentation 
highlighting the Office of Future Mobility and Electrification roles and vision 
for the future. He stated the office is taking a multi-modal approach to 
mobility and expects the next 10 years to be crucial in the development of 
future mobility, including the use of UAS. 

b. Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
Mr. Kevin Jacobs, DNR Aviation Manager, gave a short presentation 
highlighting the DNR and its uses of UAS. He shared two scenarios where 
UAS assisted field workers in both wildlife approach and forest firefighting. 

V. Federal Rulemaking - Remote Identification 
Mike Soper, MDOT Office of Aeronautics, gave an overview of the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) Remote Identification Rule. He provided a history of the 
process which began in 2017, with the final rule being published December 2019 
and hoping to be finalized by December 2021. He stated the rule consists of three 
parts – the rule itself, USS network development and technical requirements, 
naming several partnership organizations. Mr. Soper stated the rule as envisioned 
will have three ways of remotely identifying UAS including standard, limited and 
FAA-recognized. He concluded by noting, once established, the rule will lead to 
future regulatory, production, and operational developments of UAS capabilities, as 
well as provide identification and enforcement mechanisms for compliance and 
safety/security risks. 

VI. Task Force Open Discussion 
Bryan Budds transitioned the meeting into an open discussion, asking if any member 
would like to make a comment or question. 

Kevin Jacobs stated DJI products were under scrutiny from a foreign security 
standpoint and wondered if there was anything the Task Force could or should do to 
get involved. Bryan Budds provided background on the DJI security issues being 
raised with state police agencies. He stated legislature is still being debated and 
state government, including MDOT, had not taken a stance on the issue yet. 
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Bryan Budds discussed MDOT’s research partnership with the Ohio Department of 
Transportation on connected corridors exploring opportunity and economic 
development in aerial mobility across state lines. 

Craig Amey questioned whether existing drones could or would be fitted with 
transponders for compliance with the Remote Identification Rule. Bryan Budds 
stated this is an ongoing big debate within the industry. Mike Soper weighed in that 
technical specifications are still unknown at this time. Melinda Marion also stated the 
current air traffic control system is unable to handle the dramatic increase in 
transponders if put into place.  

Melinda Marion asked how much funding the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation would be contributing for future partnerships. Bryan Budds stated this is 
still being discussed, both for collaboration and funding efforts. Mike Trout added 
that having a strategic plan in place would be needed before funding options could 
be explored. 

VII. Public Comments 
Aaron Cook stated his thanks for being a part of the Task Force, giving special 
thanks to the Office of Aeronautics for their exceptional work on UAS efforts. He 
offered any assistance he could give to both entities. 

Larry Bowron also stated his thanks to the Task Force and Office of Aeronautics for 
their UAS work in Battle Creek. 

VIII. Closing 
Mike Trout concluded by suggesting a questionnaire be developed and sent to 
members on further initiatives to be explored. He also stated meetings will be 
scheduled quarterly in 2021 as UAS becomes more prevalent in mobility 
discussions. 

      The meeting was adjourned at 2:32 p.m.  

____________________________________  
Mike Trout, Chairman 
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