Types of

BICYCLE
FACILITIES

This quick guide is intended as an educational reference tool and should not be used as a replacement for the Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO) Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, and other more comprehensive and authoritative resources.
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Sidepath: A shared-use pathway

located immediately adjacent and parallel to
a roadway within the road right of way.

Shared-Use

Pathway:

A path used by bicyclists,
pedestrians, skaters, wheelchair
users, joggers, and other active
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Separated Bike Lane: Abicycle lane separated from
other modes of travel by a vertical element such as on-street parking, bollards/

delineators, curbing, or grade-separation. Separated bike lanes can be one
direction or bi-directional.

transportation users is located

outside the road right of way. B!‘ffered Bike
Many shared-use paths are que Lane: Lane:
designed for two way-travel A bicycle lane A portion of

and may also be called
multi-use pathways.

accompanied by a
marked buffer space,
separating the bicycle
lane from the adjacent
travel lane and/or
parking.

roadway that has
been designated
for the preferential
or exclusive use by
bicyclists. Includes
pavement markings
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A segment of street, or series of contiguous street segments, that

has been modified to accommodate bicycle through-traffic and minimize motor vehicle
through-traffic. Also called a neighborhood greenway or slow street.

A general term referring to a bicycle-only facility but with no standardized
definition. Use of the term should generally be avoided as it may refer to a range
of facilities.

OTHER COMMONLY
USED TERMS

A segment of road designated by a jurisdiction having authority with
appropriate directional and informational markers for bicycles but often without striping
or pavement markings.

A generic term for any road, street, path, or way designated for bicycle travel,
regardless of whether such facilities are for the exclusive use of bicycles or are to be
shared with other transportation modes.
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and may also be
signed.

A bicycle lane that allows bicyclists to travel the
opposite direction of motor vehicle traffic on a one-way street lane. Also known
as contra-flow bicycle lane.

A generic, non-descriptive, non-standard term referring to any type of facility
used for active transportation purposes.

See Separated Bike Lane (in graphic above).

A shared-use path, either paved or unpaved, built within the right of way of
a former railroad.

A shared-use pathway, either paved or unpaved, built within the right of
way of an active railroad.

Non-descriptive general term referring to off-roadway facilities but with no
standardized definition. Often used interchangeably with “pathway” or “path,” the term “trail
should generally be avoided as it may refer to a range of facilities, including an unpaved
hiking/biking route, a paved shared-use facility or a facility intended to serve people on
horseback or off-road vehicles.
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