
- 1 -  

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
MICHIGAN GAMING CONTROL BOARD 

PUBLIC MEETING 
Cadillac Place Hearing Room and Via Zoom 

3062 W. Grand Blvd., Suite L-700 
Detroit, Michigan 48202 

 
December 10th, 2024, 9:30 a.m. 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
On Tuesday December 10th, 2024, the Michigan Gaming Control Board held a public meeting, in 
person and via Zoom, at the Board’s office in Cadillac Place, 3062 W. Grand Boulevard, Suite L-
700, Detroit, Michigan 48202. 

 
Present: In attendance were the following Board Members: 

 
Linda Forte, Chair  
Andrew Palms 
Deidre Lambert-Bounds 
Joni Thrower-Davis 
Mark Evenson 
 

Also attending: 

Henry Williams, Executive Director 
Annmarie Koebel, Board Analyst 
Gerald Whalen, Assistant Attorney General  
D/F/Lt. Shannon Simms, MSP 
Lisa Keith, Communications Specialist 

Business: 
 
Ms. Forte called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m., Ms. Forte made a note for the record that all 
Board members were present at today's meeting.  

 
Ms. Forte stated the first order of business was to approve the minutes from the Board’s regular 
public meeting held November 19th, 2024. It was noted Board Members previously received copies 
of the minutes. Board Members were asked if there were any questions, concerns, or corrections; 
there were none. 

A motion was made by Ms. Thrower-Davis and supported by Ms. Lambert-Bounds that the Board 
accept and approve the minutes of the November 19th, 2024, regular public meeting. A voice vote 
was taken. Motion carried. 

 
Mr. Williams began his presentation of the Executive Director’s Report to the Board. 

 
Mr. Williams stated notable board related activities included, the Gaming Control Board hired two 
new employees and there were three resignations. Mr. Williams asked for the new employees to 
stand and be recognized. The Gaming Contral Board has currently 191 employees and 24 vacant 
positions. 
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Mr. Williams presented a budget review, as of November 30th, 2024, total MGCB expenditures were 
$3,722,106, that leaves an unexpended balance of $43,122,193 in appropriated funding for fiscal 
year 2025. 
 
Mr. Williams reported since the Board’s last meeting the Employee Licensing Section has completed 
the background investigations of 65 pending Level 1 and Level 2 Occupational License applications, 
37 Level 3 and 175 license renewal requests. The 175 renewal requests and the 37 Level 3 
applications were approved by Mr. Williams, the remaining 65 pending Level 1 and Level 2 
applications will be considered by the Board at today’s meeting.  
 
Mr. Williams report there are currently 4,205 individuals on the Disassociated Persons List, as of 
November 30th, 2024. Board staff have approved 1,446 requests for removal and 150 applicants 
were placed back on the Disassociated Persons List. A total of 93 applicants were denied and the 
remaining 32 applicants are under review. 
 
Mr. Williams presented there were eight waiver of criminal convictions issues and no minor citations 
issues since the November 19th, 2024, Board meeting.  

 
Lastly, Mr. Williams presented gambling treatment information including a 24-hour toll-free helpline 
at 1-800-GAMBLER, the Michigan Gaming Control Board’s website, www.michigan.gov/mgcb and 
www.dontregretthebet.org. Mr. Williams concluded his report. 
 
Ms. Forte thanked Mr. Williams for his report.  

First regular agenda item the Board considered for approval was the recommendation of the 
Executive Director and the Casino Operations Division’s Employee Licensing staff regarding the 65 
Level 1 and Level 2 occupational license applications. 

 
There being no questions from Board Members, a motion of approval was moved by Board Member 
Ms. Lambert-Bounds and supported by Mr. Palms that the Board enter an Order accepting and 
adopting the recommendations. A voice vote was taken. Motion carried. 
 
The next agenda item was consideration of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & 
Investigations Division’s Recommendation Regarding the Pending Supplier License Requests of 
Detroit Taco Joint Venture 5 Greektown LLC d/b/a Detroit Taco. 
 
There were no questions from Board members.  Mr. Palms made a motion for approval which was 
supported by Ms. Thrower-Davis.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
Next was consideration by the Board of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & 
Investigations Division’s Recommendations Regarding the Pending Supplier License Renewal 
Requests with New Key Persons of BetFair Interactive US, LLC d/b/a FanDuel Sportsbook; Carmela 
Foods Distributing, Inc.; Data Financial, Incorporated; Galaxy Gaming Inc. with New Key Person 
Steven John Kopjo; Gaming Laboratories International, LLC; NRT Technology Corp; Shield Security 
Consultants and Protection Services LLC; Socios Holdings, Inc. d/b/a Quality Meats & Culinary 
Specialties, and Unique Linen Services, Inc.  
 
Board Members did not have any questions therefore, Mr. Evenson put forth a motion for approval.  
The motion was supported by Mr. Palms. A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 

 
Next was consideration of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & Investigations Division’s 
Recommendation Regarding the Pending Request for Approval of New Key Person of Supplier 
Licensee Galaxy Gaming, Inc. with New Key Person Steven John Kopjo; Rudolph Libbe, Inc. with 
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New Key Person Christopher Edward Kaspar; Sports Information Services Limited d/b/a Kambi with 
New Key Person Benjamin David Cherniak; Xpoint Services LLC with New Key Person Corinne 
Elizabeth Sullivan.  
 
Board Members did not have any questions therefore, Ms. Thrower-Davis put forth a motion for 
approval.  The motion was supported by Mr. Palms.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
Next was consideration of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & Investigations Division’s 
Recommendation Regarding the Pending Request for Approval of New Key Person of Operator 
Licensee Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians Public Enterprise and Finance 
Commission with New Key Person Kenneth William Rowe; Pokagon Gaming Authority d/b/a Four 
Winds Casino Resort with New Key Person Raquel Maureen Buari. 
 
Board Members did not have any questions therefore, Ms. Lambert-Bounds put forth a motion for 
approval.  The motion was supported by Mr. Evenson.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
Next was consideration of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & Investigations Division’s 
Recommendation Regarding the Pending Fantasy Contests Operator License Application of 
Underdog Sports, LLC d/b/a Underdog Fantasy. 
 
Board Members did not have any questions therefore, Mr. Palms put forth a motion for approval.  
The motion was supported by Ms. Lambert-Bounds.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 

 
There was one request for public comment from Jeffrey Omtvedt from Detroit Taco Joint Venture 5.  

 
Ms. Forte then announced the Board’s next regular public meeting would be held January 14th, 
2025, at 9:30 a.m. 

Ms. Forte then asked for a motion to go into closed session. Mr. Evenson made the motion which 
was supported by Mr. Palms. A roll call vote was taken. Motion carried. 

Following the closed session, the public meeting resumed, Ms. Forte asked for a motion to approve 
the minutes from the November 19th, 2024, closed session. Ms. Thrower-Davis made the motion 
with was supported by Mr. Evenson, a voice vote was taken, and the motion carried. 

 
Ms. Lambert-Bounds then made a motion to adjourn the public meeting which was supported by 
Mr. Palms. A voice vote was taken. Motion carried. 

 
Ms. Forte adjourned the meeting at 9:58 a.m. 

 

Annmarie Koebel, Board Analyst 
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