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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
MICHIGAN GAMING CONTROL BOARD 

 
  PUBLIC MEETING  

Cadillac Place Hearing Room and Via Zoom 
3062 W. Grand Blvd., Suite L-700 

Detroit, Michigan 48202 
June 18, 2024, 9:30 a.m. 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
On Tuesday June 18, 2024, the Michigan Gaming Control Board held a public meeting, in person 
and via Zoom, at the Board’s office in Cadillac Place, 3062 W. Grand Boulevard, Suite L-700, 
Detroit, Michigan 48202. 
 
Present: In attendance were the following Board Members: 
 
  Linda Forte, Chair  
  Deidre Lambert-Bounds 
  Andrew Palms 
  Joni Thrower-Davis 
   
 Also attending: 
 
  Henry Williams, Executive Director 
  Annmarie Koebel, Board Analyst  
  Bethany McCune, Assistant Attorney General 

D/F/Lt. Shannon Simms, MSP 
Lisa Keith, Communications Specialist  

     
Business:  
 
Ms. Forte called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m., all Board Members were present for the 
meeting. 
 
There was no preliminary business to discuss.   
  
Ms. Forte stated the first order of business was to approve the minutes from the Board’s regular 
public meeting held May 14, 2024. It was noted Board Members previously received copies of the 
minutes. Board Members were asked if there were any questions, concerns, or corrections; there 
were none.  
 
A motion was made by Ms. Lambert-Bounds and supported by Mr. Palms that the Board accept 
and approve the minutes of the May 14, 2024, regular public meeting. A voice vote was taken.  
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Williams began his presentation of the Executive Director’s Report to the Board. 
 
Mr. Williams reported the MGCB has hired three new employees, and no resignations. The 
Gaming Control Board currently has 184 employees and 17 vacant positions. Mr. Williams asked 
for all new employees who are present to stand. 
 
Mr. Willaims spoke about the cease-and-desist letter that was sent to Bovada, one of the largest 
offshore betting sites operating illegally in Michigan based on our internal investigations. Mr. 
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Williams stated this is no different that other cease and desist letters Michigan Gaming Control 
Board has issued in the past.  
 
Mr. Williams discussed a couple honors he has received in the past few months, recently he 
received a special tribute from the State of Michigan, signed by Governor Whitmer, Lieutenant 
Governor Gilchrist, Speaker of the House Joe Tate, and Senator Stehpanie Chang. Also, a 
resolution by the Wayne County Commission, signed by Chairperson Alisha Bell and 
Commissioner Tim Killeen, and later that day Detroit City Council Member Latisha Johnson will 
be presenting him with the Spirit of Detroit Award. Mr. Williams stated these honors are not about 
him, but the work the incredible staff does each and every day at the Gaming Control Board.   
 
Lastly, Mr. Williams presented gambling treatment information including a 24-hour toll-free 
helpline at 1-800-270-7117, the Michigan Gaming Control Board’s website, 
www.michigan.gov/mgcb and www.dontregretthebet.org. Mr. Williams concluded his report. 
 
Ms. Forte congratulated Mr. Williams and the entire team on the awards and recognition from the 
State, County and City and thanked him for all the work he does.  
 
First regular agenda item the Board considered for approval was the recommendation of the 
Executive Director and the Casino Operations Division’s Employee Licensing staff regarding the 
58 Level 1 and Level 2 occupational license applications.   
 
There being no questions from Board Members, it was moved by Board Member Mr. Palms and 
supported by Ms. Lambert-Bounds that the Board enter an Order accepting and adopting the 
recommendations.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
The next agenda item was consideration of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & 
Investigations Division’s recommendation regarding the pending supplier license application 
requests of Anaxi US, Inc. and Strive Platform LTD.  
 
There were no questions from Board members.  Ms. Thrower-Davis made a motion for approval 
which was supported by Ms. Lambert-Bounds.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
Next agenda item was consideration of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & 
Investigations Division’s recommendations regarding the pending supplier license renewal 
requests of Atlas Wholesale Food Company, CnP2020 LLC d/b/a Come N Play, Greektown 
Propco LLC, and Rudolph Libbe, Inc.  
 
There being no questions from Board Members, Mr. Palms supported the motion put forth by Ms. 
Lambert-Bounds that the Board enter Orders finding the suppliers and their qualifiers eligible and 
suitable for license renewal and, accordingly, grant the requests. A roll call vote was taken.  
Motion carried.  
 
Next was consideration by the Board of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & 
Investigations Division’s recommendations regarding the suitability of New Key Persons of 
supplier licensees, Baratta Brothers, Inc. d/b/a Fairway Packing Company, Inc. with New Key 
Persons Emmet Anthony Baratta, Eugene Emmet Baratta, Peter Emmet Baratta and Joseph 
Alphonse Baratta II, BetMGM, LLC d/b/a Roar Digital with New Key Person Maria Seferian, 
Digital Gaming Corporation USA d/b/a DGC with New Key Person Helen Louise Hall, Greentube 
USA LLC with New Key Person Florian Saiko, The United States Playing Card Company with 
New Key Persons Stichting Administratiekantoor Aquila, Hans Marie Julius Melotte, Chris Roger 
Gerarda Burggraeve, Denis Jean P. Zenner, Antoine Charles Isabelle De Cartier De Marchienne, 
White Hat Gaming Inc. with New Key Person Edwin Raymond Bullock, Board Members did not 
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have any questions therefore, Mr. Palms put forth a motion for approval.  The motion was 
supported by Ms. Lambert-Bounds.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
The Board next considered the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & Investigations 
Division’s Recommendations Regarding the Pending Request for Approval of New Key Persons 
of Operator Licensee MGM Grand Casino, LLC d/b/a MGM Grand Detroit Casino with New Key 
Person Maria Seferian, Pokagon Gaming Authority with New Key Person Mary Jo Smith. Board 
Members did not have any questions therefore, Ms. Thrower-Davis put forth a motion for 
approval.  The motion was supported by Mr. Palms. A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
The Board next considered the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & Investigations 
Division’s Recommendations Regarding the Transfer of Interest for The United States Playing 
Card Company. Board Members did not have any questions therefore, Ms. Lambert-Bounds put 
forth a motion for approval.  The motion was supported by Mr. Palms. A roll call vote was taken.  
Motion carried. 
 
The Board next considered the Acknowledgement of Violation of Casino Licensee MGM Grand 
Detroit, L.L.C. Assistant Attorney General Bethany McCune summarized the facts of the 
Violation. There were no questions from Board Members.  Mr. Palms made the motion for 
approval which was supported by Ms. Lambert-Bounds.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
The Board next considered the Acknowledgement of Violation of Casino Licensee Detroit 
Entertainment, L.L.C. d/b/a MotorCity Casino. Assistant Attorney General Bethany McCune 
summarized the facts of the Violation. There were no questions from Board Members. Ms. 
Thrower-Davis made the motion for approval which was supported by Mr. Palms. A voice vote 
was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
The Board next considered the Proposal for Decision of occupational licensee Ma’Ryah Hamilton. 
Assistant Attorney General Bethany McCune summarized the facts of the Violation.  Ms. Forte 
asked if Ms. Hamilton or a representative was present, Ms. Forte noted neither the licensee nor a 
representative was present. There were no questions from Board Members.  Ms. Lambert-
Bounds made the motion for approval which was supported by Mr. Palms.  A voice vote was 
taken.  Motion carried. 
 
The Board next considered the Proposal for Decision of occupational licensee Dorion McDole.  
Assistant Attorney General Bethany McCune summarized the facts of the Violation. Ms. Forte 
asked if Mr. McDole or a representative present, Ms. Forte noted the licensee, nor a 
representative was present. There were no questions from Board Members.  Mr. Palms made the 
motion for approval which was supported by Ms. Thrower-Davis.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion 
carried. 
 
There was no request for public comment. 
 
Ms. Forte then announced the Board’s next regular public meeting would be held July 9th, 2024, 
at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Ms. Forte then asked for a motion to go into closed session. Ms. Thrower-Davis made the motion 
which was supported by Ms. Lambert-Bounds.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
Following the closed session, the public meeting resumed, Ms. Forte asked for a motion to 
approve the minutes from the May 14th, 2024, closed session. Ms. Lambert-Bounds made the 
motion with was supported by Mr. Palms, a voice vote was taken, and the motion carried. 
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Mr. Palms then made a motion to adjourn the public meeting which was supported by Ms. 
Thrower-Davis.  A roll call voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
Ms. Forte adjourned the meeting at 10:03 a.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Annmarie Koebel, Board Analyst 
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