
- 1 -  

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
MICHIGAN GAMING CONTROL BOARD 

PUBLIC MEETING 
Cadillac Place Hearing Room and Via Zoom 

3062 W. Grand Blvd., Suite L-700 
Detroit, Michigan 48202 

 
January 14th, 2025, 9:30 a.m. 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
On Tuesday January 14th, 2025, the Michigan Gaming Control Board held a public meeting, in 
person and via Zoom, at the Board’s office in Cadillac Place, 3062 W. Grand Boulevard, Suite L-
700, Detroit, Michigan 48202. 

 
Present: In attendance were the following Board Members: 

 
Linda Forte, Chair  
Andrew Palms 
Deidre Lambert-Bounds 
Joni Thrower-Davis 
Mark Evenson 
 

Also attending: 

Henry Williams, Executive Director 
Annmarie Koebel, Board Analyst 
Gerald Whalen, Assistant Attorney General  
D/F/Lt. Shannon Simms, MSP 
Lisa Keith, Communications Specialist 

Business: 
 
Ms. Forte called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m., Ms. Forte made a note for the record that all 
Board members were present at today's meeting.  

 
Ms. Forte stated the first order of business was to approve the minutes from the Board’s regular 
public meeting held December 10th, 2024. It was noted Board Members previously received copies 
of the minutes. Board Members were asked if there were any questions, concerns, or corrections; 
there were none. 

A motion was made by Mr. Palms and supported by Ms. Lambert-Bounds that the Board accept 
and approve the minutes of the December 10th, 2024, regular public meeting. A voice vote was 
taken. Motion carried. 

 
Mr. Williams began his presentation of the Executive Director’s Report to the Board. 
 
Mr. Williams congratulated Board Member Lambert-Bounds on her reappointment to the Board and 
thanked her for her willingness to serve.  

 
Mr. Williams stated board related activities included, the Gaming Control Board hired two new 
employees and there were no resignations. Mr. Williams asked for the new employees to stand and 
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be recognized. The Gaming Contral Board has currently 193 employees and 22 vacant positions. 
 
Mr. Williams presented a budget review, as of December 31st, 2024, total MGCB expenditures were 
$6,027,712, that leaves an unexpended balance of $40,816,587 in appropriated funding for fiscal 
year 2025. 
 
Mr. Williams reported since the Board’s last meeting the Employee Licensing Section has completed 
the background investigations of 41 pending Level 1 and Level 2 Occupational License applications, 
13 Level 3 and 92 license renewal requests. The 92 renewal requests and the 13 Level 3 applications 
were approved by Mr. Williams, the remaining 41 pending Level 1 and Level 2 applications will be 
considered by the Board at today’s meeting.  
 
Mr. Williams reported as of January 3rd, 2025, there are currently 4,192 individuals on the 
Disassociated Persons List, and board staff have approved 1,476 requests for removal. The Board 
has received 1,505 applications requesting placement in the Responsible Gaming Database. 
Currently there are 1,159 individuals in the Responsible Gaming Database for internet gaming and 
1,096 individuals for sports betting.  
 
Mr. Williams presented there were eleven waiver of criminal convictions issues and no minor citations 
issues since the December 10th, 2024, Board meeting.  
 
Mr. Williams presented notable activities by the Board including the success of the annual MGCB 
sock drive. The goal each year is to collect 1,000 pairs of socks, this year 3,276 pairs of socks were 
donated to two charities, the Homeless Angels in Lansing, Michigan and the Detroit Rescue Mission 
Ministries in Detroit, Michigan. Mr. Williams thanked all the Gaming Control Board staff who donated 
to the drive and extended a special thanks to departmental analyst Charlotte Davidson, who with the 
help of her Corvette club donated 1,000 pairs of socks. Mr. Williams additionally thanked Liza Estlund 
Olson the director of the Office of the State Employer for her participation in the fundraiser, as well 
as Assistant Attorney General Bethany McCune for her donations. Mr. Williams also extended thanks 
to his assistant administrator Tina Griffiths for coordinating the drive as well as student assistant 
Jaeden McCray and general office assistant Dorothy Pierce for their assistance in the process. 
 
Mr. Williams presented updates on upcoming items the Board is working on including resubmitting 
the administrative rules for the Lawful Internet Gaming Act and the Lawful Sports Betting Act to the 
Joint Committee on Administrative Rules. Mr. Williams stated the Board will also be submitting the 
rules for the Michigan Gaming Control and Revenue Act with updates and updating fingerprint 
requirements of background checks. Mr. Williams reported the Board is coordinating the move of the 
Lansing office, either to the same building or to a new location. Mr. Williams stated the Board is 
building a collaboration room at the MGCB Detroit Location in the Cadillac Place building.  

 
Lastly, Mr. Williams presented gambling treatment information including a 24-hour toll-free helpline 
at 1-800-GAMBLER, the Michigan Gaming Control Board’s website, www.michigan.gov/mgcb and 
www.dontregretthebet.org. Mr. Williams concluded his report. 
 
Ms. Forte thanked Mr. Williams for his report. Ms. Forte commended the Board for the effort with the 
sock drive.  

First regular agenda item the Board considered for approval was the recommendation of the 
Executive Director and the Casino Operations Division’s Employee Licensing staff regarding the 41 
Level 1 and Level 2 occupational license applications. 

 
There being no questions from Board Members, a motion of approval was moved by Board Member 
Mr. Evenson and supported by Ms. Thrower-Davis that the Board enter an Order accepting and 
adopting the recommendations. A voice vote was taken. Motion carried. 
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The next agenda item was consideration of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & 
Investigations Division’s Recommendation Regarding the Pending Supplier License Requests of 
Nutco, Inc. d/b/a Germack Pistachio Co. 
 
There were no questions from Board members.  Ms. Thrower-Davis made a motion for approval 
which was supported by Mr. Palms.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
Next was consideration by the Board of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & 
Investigations Division’s Recommendations Regarding the Pending Supplier License Renewal 
Requests with New Key Persons of AGS LLC; Del Bene Produce, Inc. with New Key Persons 
Barbara Edith Del Bene and Anthony Thomas Del Bene; Everi Payments Inc.; Shye West, Inc. d/b/a 
Imagine This; SMS Staffing Solutions, Inc. and SportsContentCo, LLC. 
 
Board Members did not have any questions therefore, Ms. Lambert-Bounds put forth a motion for 
approval.  The motion was supported by Mr. Evenson. A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 

 
Next was consideration of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & Investigations Division’s 
Recommendation Regarding the Pending Request for Approval of New Key Person of Supplier 
Licensee BetMGM, LLC d/b/a Roar Digital with New Key Person Michael Gavin Isaacs; Entain 
Marketing (UK) Limited with New Key Person Michael Gavin Isaacs; Inspired Gaming (USA) Inc. 
with New Key Person Simone Camilleri; Interblock Luxury Gaming Products LLC d/b/a Interblock 
D.o.o with New Key Person Barbara Ward Wilson; Oryx Gaming International LLC d/b/a Oryx 
Gaming with New Key Persons Crazy Roll, Inc., Douglas Thomas Fallon and Robert Jeffrey Bressler; 
Pala Interactive, LLC with New Key Person Michael Alan Hartmeier; Roxor Gaming Limited with New 
Key Person Mordechay Malool; Spin Games LLC with New Key Persons Crazy Roll, Inc., Douglas 
Thomas Fallon and Robert Jeffrey Bressler and Wazdan MI LLC with New Key Person Kyle Scerri.  
 
Board Members did not have any questions therefore, Mr. Palms put forth a motion for approval.  
The motion was supported by Ms. Lambert-Bounds.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
Next was consideration of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & Investigations Division’s 
Recommendation Regarding the Pending Request for Exemption of Institutional Investor of Supplier 
Licensee Inspired Gaming (USA) Inc. with New Institutional Investor Samjo Management, LLC. 
 
Board Members did not have any questions therefore, Mr. Evenson put forth a motion for approval.  
The motion was supported by Ms. Thrower-Davis.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
Next was consideration of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & Investigations Division’s 
Recommendation Regarding the Transfer of Interest for Del Bene Produce, Inc.  
 
Board Members did not have any questions therefore, Ms. Thrower-Davis put forth a motion for 
approval.  The motion was supported by Mr. Palms.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
Next was consideration of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & Investigations Division’s 
Recommendation Regarding the Pending Request for Approval of New Key Persons of Operator 
Licensee Pokagon Gaming Authority d/b/a Four Winds Casino and Resort with New Key Person 
Patrick Dion Campbell. 
 
Board Members did not have any questions therefore, Ms. Lambert-Bounds put forth a motion for 
approval.  The motion was supported by Mr. Evenson.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
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Next was consideration of the Executive Director’s Reports and Licensing & Investigations Division’s 
Recommendation Regarding the Pending Fantasy Contests Operator License Application of 
Certamen Games, LLC d/b/a Splash Sports and FFPC, LLC. 
 
Board Members did not have any questions therefore, Mr. Palms put forth a motion for approval.  
The motion was supported by Ms. Lambert-Bounds.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
The next item was consideration of the Proposal for Decision regarding Occupational Licensee Paul 
Chaperon. Assistant Attorney General Kellie McGuire summarized the facts of the violation. Ms. 
Forte asked if Mr. Chaperon or a representative was present or on the call and wished to address 
the Board. Mr. Forte made note that neither the licensee nor a representative was present.  
 
Board Members did not have any questions therefore, Mr. Evenson put forth a motion for approval.  
The motion was supported by Ms. Thrower-Davis.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
The next item was consideration of the Proposal for Decision regarding Occupational Licensee Henry 
King. Assistant Attorney General Kellie McGuire summarized the facts of the violation. Ms. Forte 
asked if Mr. King or a representative was present or on the call and wished to address the Board. 
Mr. Forte made note that neither the licensee nor a representative was present.  
 
Board Members did not have any questions therefore, Ms. Thrower-Davis put forth a motion for 
approval.  The motion was supported by Ms. Lambert-Bounds.  A voice vote was taken.  Motion 
carried 
 
Ms. Koebel stated that Paul Chaperon was on the line and wishing to speak. Ms. Forte asked Mr. 
Chaperon if there was a comment he would like to make, Mr. Chaperon just wanted to state that he 
was present for the meeting.  

 
There was one request for public comment from Brett Boyd, from the Michigan Harness Horsemen’s 
Association. Ms. Forte asked Mr. Boyd to come forward or if he was on the line wishing to speak. 
Mr. Boyd did not come forward to speak.   

 
Ms. Forte then announced the Board’s next regular public meeting would be held February 4th, 
2025, at 9:30 a.m. 

Ms. Forte then asked for a motion to go into closed session. Ms. Lambert-Bounds made the motion 
which was supported by Mr. Evenson. A roll call vote was taken. Motion carried. 

Following the closed session, the public meeting resumed, Ms. Forte asked for a motion to approve 
the minutes from the December 10th, 2024, closed session. Mr. Palms made the motion with was 
supported by Ms. Thrower-Davis, a voice vote was taken, and the motion carried. 

 
Mr. Evenson then made a motion to adjourn the public meeting which was supported by Mr. Palms. 
A voice vote was taken. Motion carried. 

 
Ms. Forte adjourned the meeting at 10:16 a.m. 

 

Annmarie Koebel, Board Analyst 


