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Michigan Freedom Trail Commission Meeting Minutes 
  Zoom Conference Call 

  Friday, February 5, 2021 
 
Commission Members Attending via Zoom: Amanda Campbell, Rochelle Danquah, 
Angela Dillard, Roy Finkenbine, Deidra Mayweather, Michael Nassaney, Robin 
Peebles, Jason Young 
Commission Members Excused: Neil Barclay, Vivian Ritter 
Staff: Sandra Clark, Rachel Clark, Tobi Voigt, Sheri Giffin 
 
Campbell called the meeting to order at 11:09 a.m. 
 
Finkenbine moved to approve the agenda; Young seconded the motion; and it was 
approved.  
 
Finkenbine moved approval of the November 13, 2020, minutes; Nassaney seconded 
the motion, and the minutes were adopted with Nassaney abstaining.  

Public Comment: 
Misty Jackson gave an update on the questionnaire for the UGRR database concept.  

Finkenbine suggested that a committee review the questionnaire and offer comments 
and suggestions at the next meeting. Nassaney, Danquah and Young volunteered to 
serve as the review committee.  
 
New Business: 
Heritage Gathering 2021 
Dillard, Finkenbine and Young agreed to serve on a sub-committee to make the final 
edits to the Call for Papers, outline the Heritage Gathering conference topics and 
finalize the dates.  
 
The commission discussed the option of a hybrid conference with online and in-person 
opportunities. Depending on confirmation from the Clements Library, the conference will 
have online sessions throughout the month of September culminating in an in-person 
day at the library on October 2.  
 
Finkenbine offered a possible outline for the conference based on his suggestion of the 
1847 rescues and their national impact.  
 Plenary session on the 1847 rescues and the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act 
 Presentation by Debian Marty on the Crosswhite incident 
 Carol Mull speaking on John Felix White 
 Boone Library in Kentucky on their resources 
 Presentation from Richard Blackett on his book The Captive’s Quest for Freedom 
 Clements Library presentation and tour 
  
The sub-committee will bring a formal proposal to the May meeting. 
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UGRR Month, September 2021 
Finkenbine gave an update on the national network of states working to designate 
September as UGRR month. A logo for use on promotional materials will be unveiled on 
February 24. 
 
Nassaney has contacted Kathy Purnell about the involvement of the Michigan 
Legislative Black Leadership Council in the permanent designation of September as 
UGRR month in Michigan.  
 
Signage Project  
A National Network to Freedom grant could offset the cost of plaques identifying sites 
for some locations. Giffin and Dr. Johnson are continuing to review this option. 
 
NTF Story Map project 
The Network to Freedom is working on a digital story map with the help of an intern. Dr. 
Johnson is seeking a contact to assist the intern on Michigan sites. Campbell will get 
more details for the next meeting.  
 
Reports from Standing Committees: 
Sites, Identification, Facilities & Programs 
The sub-committee will review the application wording to better separate the Michigan 
application from the Network to Freedom application. 
 
Cultural & Heritage Tourism 
Travel Michigan is creating a Black History page for its site. Peebles requested articles, 
photography, lectures, and events to link to the site.  
 
Other Reports 
Based on time, Campbell tabled the reports from Preservation & Support and Education 
committees as well as the Chairperson’s report. 
 
Adjournment 
Young moved to adjourn the meeting; Danquah seconded the motion. The meeting was 
adjourned at 1:01 p.m. 
 

 
Sandra Clark, Chairperson 
 


