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Michigan Freedom Trail Commission Meeting Minutes 
  Michigan History Center, Commission Room 

  Friday, February 7, 2020 
 
 
Committee Members Present: Rochelle Danquah, Roy Finkenbine, Tim Gleisner 
Committee Members Attending by Phone: Amanda Campbell, Angela Dillard, Deidra 
Mayweather, Michael Nassaney, Robin Peeble 
Committee Members Excused: Neil Barclay, Sandra Clark, David Teeter 
Staff: Tobi Voigt, Sheri Giffin  
 
1. Call to Order:  
Campbell called the meeting was called to order at 11:03 a.m. 
 
2. Approval of Agenda:  
Finkenbine moved to approve the agenda; Nassaney seconded the motion.  
 
3. Introductions:  
A new member, Tim Gleisner, was introduced. He is the head of collections for the 
Library of Michigan and worked at the Grand Rapids Public Library prior to coming to 
Lansing.  
 
4. Approval of Minutes: 
Finkenbine moved approval of the November 15, 2019, minutes as presented; 

Nassaney seconded the motion and the minutes were adopted. 

5. Public Comment:  
Christopher Momany, a pastor in Cass County and a researcher of the UGRR, 
introduced himself and offered to help the commission with its work. Momany is also an 
author and focuses on religion and resistance to social injustice.  

 
6. Action Items 

a. Review of 2020 Gathering:  
The Heritage Gathering was moved up a month to September 19, 2020 to 
align with the movement to make September National UGRR Month, as well 
as to partner with Carolyn Carter’s Detroit area conference for a larger 
weekend event. The Gathering will be held at the Wayne County Community 
College campus in Detroit. 
 
Based on the post-event survey responses, Finkenbine suggested keeping 
the same workshop topics, allowing people to attend workshops they missed 
in 2019. There may also be some proposals from the call for papers that may 
adapt well as additional workshops. 
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The commissioners agreed to continue the format of morning sessions with 
one or two keynote speakers with the afternoon holding simultaneous 
workshops.  
 
Registration fees were discussed. In the past, the cost has been $10 to cover 
the cost of lunch. The commission discussed raising the cost to $20 to cover 
lunch and any other costs as the conference expands. The goal is to continue 
to keep the cost affordable. There may be an option for “scholarships” for 
those who cannot afford the possible increase in cost. Carolyn Carter might 
have some sponsorship funds for keynote speakers. 
 
Commissioners were asked to reach out to their connections to gain more 
interest in the call for papers. Currently, there is only one submission. The 
deadline is in May.  
 

b. Bylaws review update:  
The final Bylaws were sent out for review. There was no additional 
discussion. The vote will be held at the May 15 meeting. 
 

c. Nominating Committee:  
The nominating committee recommended keeping Michael Nassaney as 
Chair and Amanda Campbell as Vice-Chair for another year. Dillard moved to 
accept the nominating committee’s recommendation. The motion was 
seconded by Mayweather, and the commission approved unanimously. 
 

7. Reports: 
a. Standing Committee Updates 

i. Site, Identification, Facilities & Programs:  
Danquah gave a short review of her workshop from the 2019 
Gathering about applications to the National Network to Freedom. The 
committee will focus on three active applications: Oak Hill Cemetery 
(Battle Creek), James Bonine Homestead (Vandalia), Malinda Paris 
Gravesite (St. Clair county). Carolyn Carter also has a couple of 
applications. In partnership with Deandra Johnson of the National Park 
Service Network to Freedom, the sites committee will work to help with 
potential site nominations. 
 

ii. Cultural & Heritage Tourism:  
The committee is following up on comments from the Gathering. 
 
Peebles noted that Pure Michigan will post an article in honor of 
African American history month in February.  
 

iii. Preservation & Support:  
The Preservation Committee will meet the week of February 17. The 
committee will create a list of available grants and funding 
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opportunities with a short description, deadlines and links for more 
details. The committee will also discuss the broader topic of historic 
preservation beyond a physical structure to intangible options with 
examples such as podcasts or digital storytelling using StoryCircle as 
an example. It will also review options of partnering with the Michigan 
Historical Marker Program. 
 

iv. Education:  
The Education Committee continues to work on developing lesson 
plans and resource lists for K-12, as well as collegiate educators. 
Committee member Andrews is writing a play for elementary school.  
 
Danquah suggested January’s Sparrow, a children’s book with ties to 
Marshall, MI, written by a local author.  
 
Voigt asked to add to the Education Committee Rachel Clark, an 
educator who works at the Michigan History Center. Clark is working 
on an inquiry-based program for 3rd grade for the center and interested 
in gaining knowledge from commissions, as well as partnering on the 
goals of the education committee. Michiganology was suggested as an 
option to get information to teachers and give credit to the commission.  
 

b. Chairperson:  
Along with his report, Nassaney added an interview with the local CBS station 
that will run a program on the UGRR in Southwest Michigan on February 7. 
 

c. Vice Chairperson:  
Campbell taught an introductory UGRR class for the history department at 
Alpena Community College.  
 
Campbell, in her U.S. Forest Service role, has been working with Deandra 
Johnson to developing a program about the UGRR in national forest sites. 
The goal is to reach people hiking or enjoying other outdoor activities in the 
forests. While there are no sites on federal land in Michigan, there is a 
responsibility for communities hear the land. Campbell thought the William 
Swan farm site could be a pilot to gain some interest.  
 

d. Staff:  
The Annual Report for the Governor’s office is complete and was sent out to 
the commissioners. 
 
The Governor’s office is finalizing new commission appointments.  
 
Voigt gave an update on the Michigan Freedom Trail Facebook page. No one 
has the administrative passwords to update the current Facebook page. The 
two options available are: link the page under the DNR Facebook pages or 
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create a new page. The commission decided to move forward with the 
creation of a new page and post a “we’ve moved” message on the old page.   
 
Voigt has been trained on updating the map and will be the point person for 
any changes. There will need to be a review of the descriptions due to the 
map only allowing 25 characters in the post. The map can be linked to 
additional information and other sites.  
 
The DNR is being more intentional with celebratory months, such as African 
American or Women’s History month. The office of Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion is using social media to draw attention to content and events 
focused on diversity. 
 
Finkenbine will contact the Maryland Office of Tourism to collect more 
information for designation of September as UGRR month. Michigan could 
join other states and Canadian provinces working to make September UGRR 
month. Finkenbine hopes to have information for the May meeting.  

 
8. New Business: 

a. Review of Letter of Acceptance for Site Nomination:  
Giffin shared the letter announcing the acceptance of site nominations to the 
Michigan Freedom Trail Register. After review, the commission approved. 
 

b. Location for May meeting:  
The May meeting has historically been held outside of Lansing. The 

commission discussed locations on the west side of the state, and Gleisner 

offered to inquire about the Willard Public Library in Battle Creek.  

c. Application process for Michigan register: 
Danquah asked the commission to review the application for the Michigan 
Freedom Tail Register. The trend has been to accept any nomination that has 
been approved at the national level although the application leads people to 
start with a Michigan nomination before pursing national designation. The 
commission will discuss the option of accepting a nomination that may only 
qualify for the Michigan register. 
 

9.  Adjourn the Meeting: 
Danquah moved to adjourn the meeting; Dillard seconded the motion. The meeting was 
adjourned at 12:55 p.m. without objection. 
 

 

Sandra S. Clark, Chairperson 


