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Michigan Freedom Trail Commission Meeting Minutes 
  Michigan History Center, Commission Room 

  Friday, May 15, 2020 
 
 
Committee Members Attending via Zoom: Amanda Campbell, Rochelle Danquah, 
Angela Dillard, Roy Finkenbine, Tim Gleisner, Deidra Mayweather, Michael Nassaney, 
Donna Odom, Robin Peeble, Jason Young 
Committee Members Excused: Neil Barclay, Vivian Ritter 
Staff: Tobi Voigt, Sheri Giffin, Sandra Clark 
 
1. Call to Order:  
Nassaney called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. 
 
2. Approval of Agenda:  
Campbell moved to approve the agenda; Finkenbine seconded the motion, and it was 
approved.  
 
3. Introductions:  
New members, Jason Young and Donna Odom, were introduced. Jason is a professor 
at the University of Michigan. Donna is the Executive Director of the Society of History 
and Racial Equity. Vivian Ritter has also joined the commission but was unable to 
attend the meeting. 
 
4. Approval of Minutes: 
Finkenbine moved approval of the February 7, 2020, minutes as presented; Campbell 

seconded the motion, and the minutes were adopted. 

5. Action Items 
a. Review of 2020 Fall Gathering:  

Based on the current situation with COVID, the commission discussed 
options for the conference if facilities remain closed or large group remain 
discouraged. After discussing multiple options, the commission focused on 
moving to a virtual conference.  
 
Advantages of an on-line conference at this uncertain time would be: 

• Marketing to a wider audience with travel a non-issue 

• Creating video content early 

• Opportunities to re-use video content  

• Networking online with live discussions or meetings 

• Participants could attend multiple sessions 
 
This year, the Gathering is in partnership with Wayne County Community 
College, led by Carolyn Carter. Finkenbine will contact Carter to learn about 
WCCC plans for the fall and to discuss continuing the partnership if the FTC 
moves to an online event. 
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Finkenbine moved that the Fall Gathering be held on a virtual platform, 
pending a conversation with Carter. The event might span multiple days in 
September to coincide with the support for September as Underground 
Railroad month. Dillard seconded the motion; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Commissioners and staff will investigate the technology options their facilities 
may offer to help with this project. 
 

b. Bylaws review update:  
The final Bylaws were sent out for review in advance of the meeting, as 
required. There was no additional discussion. Danquah moved acceptance of 
the revisions to the Bylaws as presented; Campbell seconded, and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
6. Reports: 

a. Standing Committee Updates 
i. Site, Identification, Facilities & Programs:  

Danquah and the committee have been working with various people 
and groups on their nominations in preparation for submission to the 
National Network to Freedom. She is aware of pending nominations 
from a group in Battle Creek, Carolyn Carter and Leslie Williams. 
Danquah is taking the nomination started by the St. Clair group that 
needs more primary source references especially for the Melinda Paris 
portion. The Cass County group is working on multiple nominations. 
 

ii. Cultural & Heritage Tourism:  
The committee is following up on comments from the Gathering. 
 
Peebles noted that Pure Michigan posted an article on African 
American history month in February.  
 
Mayweather offered to join the committee. 
 

iii. Preservation & Support:  
The Preservation Committee is considering podcasts and other forms 
of preservation besides physical work on structures. The committee is 
very small and will be looking for more members. 
 

iv. Education:  
Rachel Clark, educator on staff at the Michigan History Center, has 
joined the education committee. The committee will work with Clark on 
resources shared on the center’s Michiganology.org platform. 
Carol Bacak-Egbo is also on the committee. She was part of the 
review of the Michigan social studies standards and created material 
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for teachers to teach the UGRR that supports the current standards. 
Bacak-Egbo was recently sent the lesson plans created a few years 
ago by the Freedom Trail Commission for review and rework. 
 
Sarah Endres resigned from the Education Committee. 
 
Finkenbine will be reviewing the list of volunteers from the last Fall 
Gathering to serve on the committee. 
 

b. Chairperson:  
Nassaney has been working on the panel for the Gathering along with 
reviewing the drafts of the Gathering schedule. 
 

c. Vice Chairperson:  
No report. 
 

d. Staff:  
Clark reported that the Michigan Historical Commission has committed to 
review historical markers by region or community for broader Michigan 
stories. The review of markers will look at inclusive wording and encourage 
communities to add markers for important stories from multicultural 
viewpoints. Clark will ask Freedom Trail commissioners to be part of the 
community review process. 
 
While working from home, the Michigan History Center has been creating 
educational material, including videos that may help teachers in the coming 
school year. 
 
MHC’s Collecting COVID-19 www.Michigan.gov/MHCstories project has been 
joined by the Detroit Free Press. The center is collecting photos and images. 
The Free Press has a new audio collecting site. The combined digital 
collection will be preserved in the Archives of Michigan. 

 
7. New Business: 

a. Discuss MFT application process:  
Danquah asked commissions to review the application process for the 
Michigan Freedom Tail Register. Traditionally the application has been 
reviewed after the approval from the National Network to Freedom. After 
discussion, the commission decided to update the language and links to align 
with this process.  
 

b. September as International UGRR Month: 
Finkenbine gave a review of the movement to join other states to designate 
September as UGRR month. The designation would highlight the stories of 
freedom seekers who passed through Michigan.  

http://www.michigan.gov/MHCstories
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Finkenbine offered to continue to be the point person for this multi-state push. 
He requested the commission work on a resolution and model proclamation 
for presentation to the Governor when there is an opportunity.  
 
Finkenbine moved to support the movement for September to be celebrated 
as UGRR month in Michigan. Odom seconded, and the commission adopted 
the motion unanimously. 
 

8. Adjourn Meeting: 
Dillard moved to adjourn the meeting; Finkenbine seconded the motion. The meeting 
was adjourned at 12:45 p.m. without objection. 
 

 
Sandra Clark, Chairperson 


