Michigan Historical Commission Meeting Minutes
November 4, 2021
Michigan History Center
Morris Learning Center

Commissioners in attendancetaura AshleeJoseph Calvarusdimothy Chester, Brian James
Egen, Delia Fernandez, Eridemenwayby Zoom), Robin Terry(by Zoom), Tom Truscotand
Larry Wagenaar.

Staff: Sandra Clark, Michelle DavendTroy Masserant

Public: Madelyn Pugh Michigan Technology University student (by Zoom)

PresidenEgencalled the meeting to order Hd:00a.m.

Approval of Agenda: Wagenaamovedto approve the agelaas presentedhe motion was
seconded bZalvarusaand was unanimoushpproved

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Calvarusanoved to approve th&eptember 92021, meeting
minutesas amendedhe motion was seconded byuscottand was unanimously adopted

Public Comment: There wereno publiccomments

Marker Project 1 Prior to the meetin@lark distributeda fi o r g acharbz actangoheu r
process and relationships of implementing the prodrgppendix A) Clark asked foithe

c o mmi s comrmenté/reactions the planSheenvisions starting withn academic core
history teamasan advisory groupThis group willadvise on major themes in history, specific
resources or questions and overall project balance.

1 Chester suggested adding a Michidistorian likely from thecollegelevel, to the core
team.Wagenaar noted Native American is missing from the core group.

1 Clark noted thatite Project Manageatoes not need tioe an individualit could be a group
that specializes in this type of work

1 Ashlee asked if the additional marker textters would be mfessional historians that are
paid Clark envisiosthisas a paid positiofor someone with experiencandit may
require different ways afecruitment

7 Calvaruso asked there arenternalobstacleghat limit the structuref this type of project.
Clark noted theype offundingreceivedmay play a role ithe involvement of the State or
the Michigan History Foundation.

1 Ashlee asked who will be responsible for assembling documentati@mtonstrate there
are errors and compieg theapplication. Clark responded that the local marker team
(sponsor)would still be required talo anything they wouldeed tado todayto apply for a
marker.

1 Chestemnoted thait is important teaddthe Michigan History Foundatioto the
organization chart.

1 Terrynoted thatt least twatherDetroit groupsfrom the funding side of the audhiave
alreadygone into local communitieend spent timgathemg andanalyzng dataand



providingfeedbackfor projects Terry askedf the commissionvasopen toa project
managemenrganization that might contribute to this proc&3srk notedone thing that
is different in this project is the importancEcommunity participfion in evaluating where
thegaps mayie. Community facilitation is keynd having a project management
organization will be essential thanage it.

1 Commissioners suggestettiudng a preliminary timeline for the projesb everyone can

understand the time commitment.

Clark envsionstwenty different local regions.

It was noted that it might be nice to have an acrofgmthe project. One possibility was

MAP (Marker Audit Project).

1 Clarkrepoted thatwith Chested s a s saicapstane progedias been establishedth
theUniversity of Michiganto aide with the audit procesaree or four graduate students
will be available taassist with thgroject fromJanuary 2022 through April 2022 hey
will begin by doing some background research on Detitaihay be helpful t@approach
the Black HistoricSitesCommittee and other local groupssiee if they have specific
markess they want tasee revisedo that the students can work on actual markers.

1 Clark alsorepoted thatthe Centerhasreceived aNational Endowment of Huméres grant
to hireaperson for oneyear,to work inDetroit on the Grant House ancetimarker audit
project

1 TheBridge Michiganmarkerarticle sought outhe centeandcreatedpublicity for the
marker audiand led to otheopportunitiesincluding a WJR radio interview.

1 Clark and Hemenway araoving forward with revisions to th&reat Lakes markers
Clark notedthat twoof theMackinac Island markers have been revised and replaced.

1 Clark will applyfor funding to the Palmer Foundatibmfund markerfabrication.

= =4

Marker Pro gram

U Approval of Marker Applications 1 Written background information was provided for

five new markempplicatiors. (AppendixB)

French-Allen House Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County
Ramona Park, East Grand Rapids Kent County
St. Peter s EvangeRichmand, MdcantbGoamtyan Chur ch
Camp Arcadia, Arcadia, Manistee County
Walk to Freedom, Detroit, Wayne County

w W W W W

Wagenaamoved to approvehe FrenchAllen Housemarker applicatioms presented
the motion was seconded Bgalvaruscandwas unanimously approved.

Wagenaamoved to approve theamona Parlpplicationas presentedhe motion was

seconded bgZalvarusaandwasunanimously approve@dshleesuggestedinding out
moreinformationon Helen Hunt Jacksqmvho was an activist for ingenous Americans
HernovelRamoma, i s sai d to be the source of the |

Calvarusomoved to approveth®t . Pet er 6 s Ev a n gasplesented] Lut he
the motion was seconded Byesteiland was unanimoushpproved.
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Ashleemoved to approve the Camp Arcadia marker application as presented; the motion
was seconded by Chester and was unanimously approved.

Chestemoved to approve the Walk to Freedom marker application as presented; the
motion was seconded byavarusoand was unanimously approved.

Approval of Marker Text i Marker text wereprovided for
§ Sanderson House, Battle Creek, Cabun County
§ St. Peter Lutheran Church, Macomb, Macomb County
8§ Guardian Angels Church, Manistee, Manistee County
§ Birwood Wall/Eight Mile -Wyoming Neighborhood Detroit, Wayne County
8§ Cathedral Church of St. Paulinterfaith Emergency Center Detroit,
Wayne County

Ashleemoved totablethe Sanderson Hougswearker texto rework side tw@andpresent
to the commissiomt its neximeeting the motion was seconded byuscott

Wagenaamoved to approve thst. Peter Lutheran Churcharker text as amended; the
motion was seconded I@alvarusoand was unanimously approved.

Calvarusamoved to approve the Guardian Angels Church marker text as amended; the
motion was seconded Ihesterand was unanimously approved.

Wagenaar moved tgparove the Birwood WalEight Mile-Wyoming Neighborhood
marker text as amended; the motion was secondé@dusgottand was unanimously
approved.

Wagenaar moved to approve the Cathedral Church of St. Paul marker text as amended,
the motion was secondeg Bruscottand was unanimously approved.

Reports
§ Sewah Price Sheéeteffective 2/1/2022
8 TheMarker Status reportvas distributed prior to the meegin
Clark noted thattte Burt LakeVillage-Indian Village marker in on indefinite
hold.
8 TheMarker Fundreport was distributed prior to the meeting.

ectordbés Report

Director Clarkshared that Tobi Voigicceptedhe Director of Museurs position at the
center. Her current position will not be replaceshich will createfunding for somemid-
managemerpositionsfilled by existing staff.
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Local Historic District Committee Report
U Franklin Village , Franklin , Oakland County

Truscottmoved to accept &comments provided by Ashles written) the motion was
seconded pFernandeandit wasunanimouslyaccepted.

Ashlee agreed teeviewfuturereportsand draft comments or t he commi ssi 0n:¢
consideration

Business Updates
U Awards Update (Appendix C) i EgensharecanA w a r d 6 s dotumehwith éhe
commission prior to theneeting.Egenrecommends:
1 Makingthe Milliken, Adams, Kelley (MAK)Award a joint efforbf the
commission and the centsimplifying andstreamliningthe process
Keepingthe Swainson Awardeparate fronthe MAK award.
Making theaward annually and emphasizirdjversity. Fernandez supported not
having an obligation to issue an award annually if an appropriate recipient is not
identified.
1 Regardingdigibility f or the MAK Award, Ashlee askedbr removal ofthe flong-
term fiscalsupporb phase.
1 Chester moved to adothte planas amendedhe motion was seconded by
Calvarusgand it was unanimouslyceepted.
0 2022 Meeting Dates The2022dates have been scheduledtfae commission
meetings. Daviasked commissioners to let her knowaafy major concerns.
U Other Items
Ashleeasked if there is a reasaor instance, whea commissioner should niwitroduce
themselves as a commissioner or act as a representativecohth@ssion Clarknoted
there should bdlistinction betweerattending grofessional osocial everd and
advocacylt is notappropriateo advocate for something unless one has been asked by
the DNR to represent. the commi ssionb6s posi

T
T

Commissioner Comments

Ashleei Ashl ee received a | et askimgforfassistamcekir eder i ¢ B e ¢
determiningwhether or nohis fatherinstigated the Historical Marker Programt. Beesonwvas

the secretary to the Historical Commission and the Historical Society of Micthigiang the

1940sandoninto the 1960sAshlee discovered that Mr. Beeson did not initiate the marker

program, but aa paid staff member he was assigned the task of implementing the marker

program when it was created

Chestereported that he just got back from a 4 00e roadtrip to Sante FeNew Mexico He
was able to visit tlee fairlynewmuseumshat included the New Mexico History Museunin
Sante FetheFirst Americas Museumin OklahomaCity that wasbuilt by the 39ndian nations
of OklahomaandThe GreawoodRisingBlack History Centein Tulsa.
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Clarkthankedthe commissionersor their flexibility and supportluring the past couple of years
and expressed hope theg are on the path to recovery.

Wagenaamovedto adjourn the meetinghe motion was seconded Balvarusaandthe
meetingadjourned ai2:19 p.m.

e L

SandraS. Clark, Executive Secretary
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Michigan Historical Marker Audit Organization Chart

Michigan Historical
Commission
Provides oversight of the
program; advises on fund
raising and on community

partners; reviews final .

markers.

|

Michigan History Center
Staff
Seeks financial support;

recruits and coordinates Core

History Team, hires and
oversees project manager,

Appendix A

Oversight
Community
Text

Core History Team

Made up of historians with expertise in
Latinx, African American, AsiasAmerican,
Arab American and Immigrant history.
Meets 23 times a year to advise on majof
themes in history, specific resources or
guestions, and overall project balance

provides marker text and
location information, guides
marker text writers.

Project Manager
Manages sugontracts,
schedules community work,
invitations to participate,
record keeping, and grant
compliance.

20Local History Experts
Provide historic context for
community meetings, help
community members provids
marker application research

137

20Local Partners
Existing organizations that
help identify and recruit
participants for the
community meetings.

4 Facilitators
Conduct community
meetings and provide
summarynotes.

5 Marker Text Writers
Work with local marker
teams to draft texts for
commission approval.

60Local Marker Teams
Research and
individual markers
identified as priorities.

Community Meeting
Participants

Meeting 1:Learn about
marker program. Review
existing markers and discus
things left out, poorly stated
or not reflecting current
knowledge.
Meeting 2:ldentify and
discuss gaps in current
collection of markers;
recommend priorities for
new markers; volunteer to
work on individual markers.
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AppendixB
Michigan Historical Marker Application Synopses
Michigan Historical Commission
November 4, 2021

FrenchAllen House

Applicant: David Engerer
Location Address: 418 Stuart Avenue, Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Co.
Requested Marker Type Small marker with different text on each side.

Dorr O. French (1861919), a prominent lawyer in Kalamazoo, built this house in 1895. H. B.
Flagler designed the home in the Queen Anne style. The home retains much of its integrity.
French sourced the stained glass and other building materials frong&@Hida theorized that

he used the Marshall Field & Companyo6s whol es
decorate the interior, and commission the hpaitted forest scene in dining room. The stained
glass windows, woodwork, and many otheagioral fixtures remain unaltered.

French graduated from the University of Michigan with a law degree. He settled in Kalamazoo in
1884. In 1888 he partnered with James H. Kinnane and formed the practitand{&a French.

In 1891 their partnership endeadaFrench began his solo practice. French also served as justice
of the peace and circuit court commissioner in Kalamazoo. He died on November 11, 1919. His
wife remained in the home until 1921. Two families owned the home between 1921 and 1928.

In 1928 Haold B. Allen, of the Kalamazoo community, moved into the home. Allen joined the
Upjohn Company in 1932, eventually becoming finance director and corporate secretary before
he retired in 1961. He also worked with the Kalamazoo Community Foundation foydats,

twelve of which as secretary. He was president of the Greater Kalamazoo United Way, a trustee
and president of the YMCA of Greater Kalamazoo, established the Senior Citizens Fund in
Kalamazoo, and held many other roles in the community. He diSeptember 26, 1983.

Recommendation:Approval

Proposed Marker Location: The marker will be placed in the Stuart Area Historic District. The
i St u ar tHistbrical magker is located across the street from the Fralkeh House to the North.
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Ramona Park

Applicant: East Grand Rapids Community Foundation, Mary T. Dersch.
Location Address: NW Corner of Wealthy Street SE and Lakeside Drive SE, East Grand Rapids, Kent

Requested Marker Type Large marker with different text on eactes

By the 1850s, residents of Grand Rapids frequented Reeds Lake as a place for summertime rest
and recreation. Sailing and other water activities were especially popular. Its popularity increased

in the mid1870s when a streetcar line from Grand Rapids begservice the location. In 1880

t he Grand Rapids Street Rail way Company purch
purchased property alongside the lake and began developing a resort. The resort would be
connected direct|l yrlines. The Brand RapigpSiraelyRaikvaydotnraly e t ¢ a
opened the resort in 1886. After taking suggestions on what to name the park from the women of
Grand Rapids, the park was named Ramona, afte
of the same name.

The Grand Rapids Street Railway Company (GRSRC) and the subsequent rail companies that
owned the park developed many attractions to market Ramona Park. GRSRC built the Ramona
Theater Pavilion in 1897. It accommodated vaudeville performances, dance numisecs and

specialty acts. In the early 1900s the park constructed its first roller coaster, theiignire

Aerial Railway, which was replaced by the Jack Rabbit Derby Racer in 1914. Other attractions
included steamships like the SS Ramona, which wouobte Reeds Lake; the Ramona Gardens

Dancing Pavilion and Skating Rink; hot air balloon races; daredevils and more. President Gerald
Ford described his most memorable experience
New York Yankees play the Grafhpids minor league baseball team in the Old Ramona

ball park. o

Ramona Park remained popular through the 1920s and 1930s but declined after World War II.

The rise of personal transportation and competing attractions, such as movies and television,
playeda ol e i n the parkdés decline. The devel opmer
pl ayed | arge role in reducing fithe desirabild]i
Capitol Wrecking and Lumber Co. demolished the Ramona Theater Panilidrat was
described as the first step in Athe eventual
Fletcher, a realtor, proposed the construction of a shopping center and apartment complex at
Ramona Park. In December 1954 East Grand Rapids \auprsved the rezoning of the park by

a2l margin for the construction of Fletcheros
In 1956, the rolleskating rink was the last building to be demolished.

Recommendation:Approval

Proposed Marker Location: The marker will be located on city property on the corner of Wealthy Street
and Lakeside Drive SE, next to the remaining fencing that surrounded Ramona Park.
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St . Peterds Evangelical L ut

Applicant: St . P et e rCbhusch, Mark Haller a n
Location Address: 67055 Gratiot Ave., Richmond, Macomb County.

Requested Marker Type Large marker with the different text on each side.

During the 1850s several German immigrants from MecklenBalgverin and Prussia settled in
thisarea. They formed a small congregation but did not have a dedicated sanctuary. Services
were held in their homes or at the | ocal scho
characterized by uncertainty. A series of pastors served the congregairantdis time, and

the congregation drifted from traditional Lutheran doctrine toward unionism and rationalism.

Several members of the congregation left because of this.

In 1863, seventeen members of the congregation built its first wood frame churettirSe in

the 1860s the congregation returned to traditional Lutheran doctrine when it hired Pastor

Friedrich Boeling from Immanuel Lutheran Church in Macomb to serve the congregation.

Boeling served the congregation intermittently until 1872.

OnJanuary 4, 1872, Boeling drafted the churchoés f i
congregation to call Pastor Friedrich Wilhelm Arendt to serve as its first resident pastor that

same year. Arendt served the congregation from late July until Septebdreh he

announced that he was leaving to serve a congregation in Fraser. The congregation returned to
Pastor Boeling for guidance. Boeling arranged for Pastor Carl Lohrmann to serve the

congregation. He arrived March 20, 1873. Under Lohmaas d i, the aongiegation built

their second church in 1875. The 1863 church was converted into a schoolhouse. Pastor
Lohrmann recorded the churchdés early history
transcribed p&itss$oofy o@hardin&ermPaidr ehuréhdulletins.

The original documents have since been lost.

After the end of World War I, St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church organized a community

relief effort to aid Europeans, both friend and former foe, suffering frormiaamd sickness

caused by the war. The church called for clothing, shoes, and canned food to be collected and
utilized its local Walther League members to canvass the community for anything that could be
donated.

The congregation began construction of tiarch in May 1948. Walter Maul of the Maul and

Lentz architectural firm in Detroit designed the church. A-teom school was included into the
design of the church. Pastor Knoll, and Pasto
on October 241948. Construction finished in 1950. Pastor Knoll dedicated the church on June

11, 1950. Congregation members contributed more than eleven thousand volunteer hours during
the churchés construction. The | ar greduggtheunt o
total cost of the church.

Recommendation:Approval

Proposed Marker Location:







Camp Arcadia

Applicant: Ryan McKenna
Location Address: 3046 Oak Street, Arcadia, Manistee Co.

Requested Marker Type Large marker with different text on each side.

In 1921, after a Walther League rally in Ludington, Michigan, Walter Maier and other Walther
League leaders visited Epworth Heights, a Methodist summer camp in Ludington. They were
inspired to create similar Lutheran summer youth camp but believed such a camp could not be
created for some time. Charles Starke, a Lutheran and the son of a wealthy lumber Baron from
Arcadia, | earned of the Walther Leagdeaetds inte
the Walther League that same year. His mother, Maria Starke, provided $1,000 to aid the
purchase of an adjacent eighty acres of land worth $4,000. The Walther League accepted the
gifts, and planning began in earnest in 1922. The Walther Leagutedaléitiam N. Bowman

to design the initial plans for the camp. (The Walther League was the youth education arm of the
Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod.)

The Starkes utilized their family businesses, the Arcadia Furniture Company and the Henry
Starke Land ad Lumber company, to further aid construction of Camp Arcadia. The Arcadia
Furniture Company used its mill and warehouses to accumulate, store, and provide lumber for
construction at a discount for the Walther League, totaling roughly $5,000 in redomd®st [u

prices. While the campds buildings were being
hotels to the Walther League so that the camp
The campds opening in 1923, maayKrerdtheAumimea di a0 s

industry toward seasonal tourism. The Walther League leased lots on camp property for the
construction of seasonal cottages dubbed the
welcomed more than a thousand visitors each season. Theyfrcamas far as Texas,

California, and Colorado. Twentyo cottages had been built on the leased property by 1945.

The camp had attracted international visitors from Guatemala, Canada, and Japan by 1955. That
year more than half of all attendees weresggvisitors.

The opening of Camp Arcadia coincided withanaton d e fAisummer camp movem

began in the 1880s. Stemming from anxieties a
westward expansion, industrialization, and urbanization, summeysmanufactured a safe,

healthy fAwildernesso-cexapar icdhhndarfeomr ownsamdemiod
dubi ousodo resort hotels. Camps often created a

appropriated Native American motifs €énhance this image. During the 1920s, the number of
summer camps based on these principles dramatically increased throughout the United States.
During the late 1960s, the continued operation of Camp Arcadia became uncertain. The Walther
League doubtedstcapacity to run the camp for another season. On December 9, 1967, a
meeting of concerned Arcadians, many of whom were inhabitants of the cottage colony,



occurred. They decided to lease the camp from the Walther League and operate it for the 1968
seasa. After the season ended, 275 family members from throughout the Midwest met in

Val par ai s o, |l ndi ana, on September 28, 1968. D
the Lutheran Camp Association (LCA) and decided to purchase the camp from therWal
League. The LCA |l aunched fAOperation Keep Arca
purchase the camp. Financial support from the cottage colony families and the outright sale of

many of the cottages were instrumental in raising the necessary TinedsCA purchased the

camp in 1969.

Recommendation:Approval

Proposed Marker Location:




