
Underwater Salvage and Preeserve Committee 

Meeting minutes 

Date: September 10, 2025 
Meeting time: 1 p.m. 

Location: Virtual 

 

Roll Call  

Present:  

• Chris Antieau 
• Ron Bloomfield 
• Jeremiah Edson 
• Dan Friedhoff 
• Dan Harrison 
• Stacy O’Brien 
• Nick Torsky 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Antieau called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. 

Friedhoff moved to approve the agenda; Edson seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

Bloomfield moved to approve the March 19, 2025, minutes as amended; the motion was 
seconded by Friedhoff and passed. 

New committee members Daniel Harrison and Sgt Stacy O’Brien introduced themselves. Harrison 
represents the recreational diving community and will continue to focus on National Register 
nominations. O’Brien leads the dive team in Macomb County. 

Previous to the meeting, Friedhoff and Lusardi talked about the issues on the mooring permit in 
the Straits Preserve. The Lake Carriers were concerned about the Colonel Ellsworth, William 
Young and the Stalker. These three will be removed from the permit list to be able to move forward 
with approval process. 

Harrison reported no new National Register nominations have been submitted. Harrison is 
working with Mystic Seaport’s publication team on a piece about the impact of vessels on various 
industries during their time of service. 

Torsky commented on the busy summer season. Law enforcement followed up on many reports. 
There were several reports concerning artifacts listed on Ebay. Several investigations ended in 
recovery of items to be reviewed for artifact status. Two incidents were challenging as they were 
out of state individuals. The law enforcement team also followed up on a call about possible 



destruction of the Bermuda in Munising. The description concerned anchor damage to a wreck 
from a pontoon boat. To date, no damage has been found.  

No new permit applications have been submitted to EGLE. 

Friedhoff noted Michigan Underwater Preserves Council (MUPC) received an email from someone 
who found an item of interest while metal detecting. Friedhoff forwarded state paperwork to the 
individual. He further advised the individual to leave any artifacts they find in the future. 

Bloomfield was contacted by the director of the Grand Traverse Lighthouse with concern about 
two shallow wrecks that were being damaged due to recreational boat traffic. Since Grand 
Traverse Bay Preserve does not currently have a committee, Bloomfield suggested the director talk 
with the West Michigan Preserve group. 

Harrison updated the committee on a location in Lake St. Clair where the US Army Corps of 
Engineers created a “dumping grounds” in the first half of the 20th century. Its wreckage and other 
coarse debris that obstructed the expansion of the St. Clair shipping channel includes major hull 
fragments from demolished wooden vessels, some of which appear to be identifiable. Harrison 
requested information about other sites around Michigan that might have similar stories. 

Bloomfield noted that the last day of the Michigan Historic Preservation Network conference 
workshop focused on shipwrecks and preserves. The session featured Bloomfield speaking on the 
history of the preserves, Lusardi’s airplane investigations, Dean Anderson focused on myths 
surrounding archaeology. 

There being no further business, upon a motion by Harrison the meeting adjourned at 1:55 p.m.   
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