BENZIE COUNTY GUIDE

ARCHIVES OF MICHIGAN

Benzie County was set off in 1863 and formally organized in 1869. The county coordinates
are Ranges 13 West through 16 West (13W-16W) and Townships 25 North through 27
North (25N-27N). Adjacent counties include Leelanau (north), Grand Traverse (east),
Wexford (southeast), and Manistee (south). Lake Michigan is on the eastern border of
Benzie County.

Original records from Benzie County are available at the Archives of Michigan. The list
below is organized by record type; each record type lists specific records, the years of
coverage and the record group (RG) number assigned to that collection. A more detailed
list of each collection can be found in finding aids at the archives.

CEMETERY RECORDS

¢ Benzie County files, from 1967 to 1976 - RG 83-53

CENSUS RECORDS

¢ Federal population schedules, from 1870 - RG 80-92
e State population schedules, from 1884 and from 1894 - RG 80-92

LAND RECORDS

e Statements of taxable property (Benzonia Township), from 1862 to 1890 - RG
89-213

MILITARY RECORDS

¢ Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) post records, from 1876 to 1945 - RG 63-19
o Benzie County GAR posts include: Post 123 (Frankfort); Post 372 (Benzonia)



See also Guide No. 4: War Records, Guide No. 7: Post-War Records, Guide No. 4 c: Spanish American War, and
Guide No. 4 d: World War I

PooOR HOME / RELIEF RECORDS

¢ Minutes of superintendents of the poor, from 1871 to 1921 - RG 63-29

PRISON RECORDS

See also Guide No. 3: Correctional Facilities Records

SCHOOL RECORDS

¢ Family census cards, from 1906 to 1960 - RG 83-69

TAX RECORDS

¢ Returns of overseer of highways (Benzonia Township), from 1863 to 1898 - RG
89-213

e Tax assessment rolls (Benzonia Township), from 1862 to 1883 - RG 89-213
e Tax assessment rolls (Blaine Township), from 1884 to 1949 - RG 2019-156

VITAL RECORDS

See Guide No. 19: Vital Records

VOTER RECORDS

e Register of electors (Crystal Lake Township), from 1882 to 1945 - RG 56-9

CONTACT INFORMATION

Archives of Michigan
Michigan History Center
Michigan.gov/mhc/archives
702 W. Kalamazoo Street
Lansing, MI 48915
archives@michigan.gov

Revised August 2022

Benzie County Guide 2


https://www.michigan.gov/mhc/archives
mailto:archives@michigan.gov

	Benzie County guide
	Cemetery Records
	Census Records
	Land Records
	Military Records
	Poor Home / Relief Records
	Prison Records
	School Records
	Tax Records
	Vital Records
	Voter Records
	Contact Information


