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Commission Members 
•	 Ms. Kelly Carter, Commission Chair and Assistant Attorney General 
•	 Ms. Carolyn Harden, Executive Office of Governor Rick Snyder 

•	 Mr. Matt Lori, Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 

•	 Mr. David Leyton, Prosecuting Attorney, Genesee County 

•	 Ms. Kathy Maitland, Michigan Abolitionist Project 

•	 Mr. Matthew Mingus, Western Michigan University 

•	 Ms. Deborah Monroe, Recovery Concepts of Michigan 

•	 Ms. Cheryl Pezon, Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 

•	 Hon. Michelle Rick, Family Court Judge, 29th Judicial Circuit Court 

•	 Ms. Amanda Van Essen, Ottawa County Attorney-Guardian Ad-Litem 

•	 D/Sgt. Tracey Walton, Michigan State Police 

**Other members who served a portion of the year include Liz Lukasik and Tom 
Tiderington. 
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The	first	Michigan	Commission	on	Human	
Trafficking	was	launched	in	March,	2013.	
The	Commission	immediately	began	
gathering	information.	Numerous	experts	
gave	presentations	to	the	Commission,	
including	those	in	law	enforcement,	health	
care,	academia,	non-profit	organizations,	
and	Attorneys	General	from	other	states.	
The	Commission	also	heard	heart-breaking	
survivor	testimonies.	That	work	resulted	
in	a	comprehensive	package	of	bills	that	
the	Legislature	enacted	and	were	signed	
into	law	in	2014.	The	legislation	included	
safe	harbor	provisions	and	stronger	tools	
to	hold	traffickers	accountable.	It	also	
created	the	Michigan	Human	Trafficking	
Commission,	a	standing	commission	within	
the	Department	of	Attorney	General,	whose	
members	are	appointed	by	the	Governor	
to	represent	various	groups	and	officials.	
The	Commission’s	mission	as	set	forth	in	
statute,	Public	Act	325	of	2014,	includes	the	
following: 

Section 4(a).	Identify	sources	for	
grants	that	will	assist	in	examining	and	
countering	human	trafficking	in	this	
state,	and	apply	for	those	grants	when	
appropriate. 
Section 4(b).	Fund	research	programs	to	
determine	the	extent	and	nature	of	human	
trafficking	in	this	state. 
Section 4(c).	Provide	information	and	
training	regarding	human	trafficking	
to	police	officers,	prosecutors,	court	
personnel,	health	care	providers,	social	
services	personnel,	and	other	individuals	
the	commission	considers	appropriate. 
Section 4(d).	Collect	and	analyze	
information	regarding	human	trafficking	
in	this	state. 
Section 4(e).	Identify	state	and	local	
agencies	within	this	state	and	other	states,	
as	well	as	within	the	federal	government,	
that	are	involved	with	issues	related	to	
human	trafficking,	and	coordinate	the	
dissemination	of	information	regarding	
human	trafficking	in	this	state	to	those	
agencies.	
Section 4(f). Review	the	existing	
services	available	to	assist	victims	of	
human	trafficking,	including	crime	
victim	assistance,	health	care,	and	legal	
assistance,	and	establish	a	program	to	
make	those	victims	better	aware	of	the	
services	that	are	available	to	them. 
Section 4(g).	Establish	a	program	to	
improve	public	awareness	of	human	
trafficking. 
Section 4(h).	Review	state	laws	and	
administrative	rules	relating	to	human	
trafficking	and	make	recommendations	
to	the	legislature	to	improve	those	laws	
and	rules	to	address	human	trafficking	
violations	in	this	state. 
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Subcommittee Overview 
The	Michigan	Human	Trafficking	Commission	operates	with	seven	subcommittees: 

Funding and Resources:	This	subcommittee	
is	charged	with	identifying	and	applying	for	
potential	grants	and	other	forms	of	funding. 

Training and Education:	This	subcommittee	
is	charged	with	reviewing	existing	training	
efforts	for	professionals	and	determining	how	
those	efforts	can	be	enhanced	and	expanded.	
These	professionals	include	various	groups	who	
may	encounter	human	trafficking	such	as:	law	
enforcement,	health	care	providers,	social-service	
providers,	hospitality	providers,	and	those	in	
code	enforcement	and	regulatory	agencies. 

Data Collection and Research:	This	
subcommittee	is	charged	with	reviewing	strategies	
to	collect	statewide	data	to	enable	policymakers	
and	law	enforcement	to	assess	progress	in	their	
efforts	to	tackle	this	growing	problem. 

Victim Services:	This	subcommittee	is	charged	
with	reviewing	the	needs	of	human	trafficking	
survivors	to	determine	how	those	needs	can	be	
met	at	the	local	and	state	levels. 

Public Awareness:	This	subcommittee	is	
charged	with	developing	strategies	to	raise	
public	awareness	of	human	trafficking. 

Policy and Legislation:	This	subcommittee	
is	charged	with	reviewing	Michigan’s	human	
trafficking	laws	and	policies	to	determine	
whether	new	legislation	or	policy	changes	are	
required. 

Courts/Summit:	This	subcommittee	was	
established	in	October	2015.	The	subcommittee	
will	focus	on	planning	future	conferences	and	
working	cooperatively	with	Michigan	courts	on	
human	trafficking	issues. 

“As	chair	of	the	Michigan	Human	Trafficking	Commission,	I	am	
honored	to	work	with	the	dedicated	members	of	the	Commission.		Their	
efforts	continue	to	enhance	protections	for	survivors	of	trafficking	and	
seek	to	meet	their	needs	while	strengthening	tools	for	law	enforcement	
to	hold	traffickers	accountable.” 

Kelly	Carter 

Michigan	Human	Trafficking	Commission	Chair		
and	Assistant	Attorney	General 
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