
Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission  
June 29, 2021 Meeting Public Comment 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Date of Submission: Monday, June 28, 2021 10:48 AM 
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov> 
Name: Robert Taylor 
Subject: (no subject) 
 
Redistricking is critical to our electiom process.I am concerned with the timing and cutoff dates. 
 
The committee needs time to evaluate the census data.We have lost a congressional seat, primarily 
from the Detroit area.Outstate Michigan should be left pretty much alone.Redaw the Detroit 
boundaries..Thank you.Robert Taylor,Tecxumseh,Mich. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Date of Submission: Monday, June 28, 2021 9:47 AM 
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov> 
Name: Harrison Reed Duke III 
Subject: Citizen Comments on Commission Task/Work 
 
Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission 
To whom it may concern; 
 
Comments from Citizen Harrison R. Duke III, resident City of Detroit;    
 
    I have watched several of the Public Hearing Meetings by Zoom.  Though I am fully vaccinated, I am in 
the high risk category (c19) because of existing health challenges, thus not attending in person.  
Gerrymandering is an inherent divisive policy that is historically documented to suppress the concerns of 
citizens living within a community yet disconnected to the local elected officials because of the 
salamander design of the voters district.  Designed to keep an individual or party in office as the priority, 
not leading, nor implementing policies that affect the quality of life for the citizen voter.  As the citizens 
voices are silenced on basic day to day concerns, dinner table issues, they lose confidence in their 
elected leaders, the system and any hope of meaningful changes that will improve their quality of life. 
This dumbing down of the Government and Civics curriculums in "middle school", began the injection of 
ignorance into the the citizens consciousness, creating an uniformed citizen, unaware that this was a 
planned action.  An action that pushed them into the arena of grievance politics and angry rhetoric. 
Another by-product of this gerrymandering is a political system that requires the political leadership to 
spend a considerable amount of time and resources on raising campaign funds to stay in office.  This 
results seeking out big money donators and illegal/dark money funds to support their campaigns.  The 
big money gets their agenda on the table, discussed and laws passed to full fill their interest, not the 
community citizen voter.  The wishes of the majority of MI voters want to redraw the voting districts.  
Listen to the people, the community citizen voters not corporate and political leaders that have a selfish, 
in debt to you for your cash donation position and turn a blind eye to real time, real life everyday people 
concerns of representation.  Listen to the people not special interest.  Draw lines with the uniting of 
communities with common interest, mutual concerns; health care, public education, higher education, 



infrastructure, climate change, child care, living wages, and others.  Citizens voters are discussed with 
the system because leaders are not listening across the board on local issues and across the nation on 
federal issues and solutions. The vast/large majority of Americans want: 80% Gun safety, 80% better less 
expensive health car, 90% no wars, 80% infrastructure/physical and human, 70% social justice/police 
reform, 80% funding public education, 80% living wages, ect, and our elected leadership chooses to 
ignore the polls the will of the people.  Your commission can restore trust and truth back into the system 
and give the voter some stress release, that things will improve. Your commission must create and win 
the trust of the people.  Listen to the PEOPLE.  Currently the goals, focus and energies are allocated to 
strip away the voice of voters, not empower them.  Currently the goals, focus and energies of politicians 
are to smother the vote, dilute/weaken the voter base, deprive the voter of a voice, a soap box, a forum 
to speak and be heard. Currently the entire focus appears to only help the politician get re-elected, re-
elected and keep a job and not respect the people.  Gerrymandering allow the politician to select his 
voter not the voter select their representative.  
    Detroit must be designed to represent all of the citizens within the city and then reach out to 
surrounding communities that boarder Detroit.  The concerns urban Detroit have, are overwhelming 
and should be address systemic, every Detroit citizen envolved regrading electing officials, quality of life 
and political concerns.     
    Thank you for your service.  I hope this is a new day for our city, county, state and nation regarding, 
safe, free elections that empower the citizen voter, return trust and truth to the election process and 
provide every citizen the resources to vote without barriers.  All of the voter that spoke during the 
public meeting are on the same page and want the same structural improvements to the system.  Across 
the board, across the state, young, old, all want change, change that will improve the voting system not 
suppress  nor smother voters rights.   
 
Respectfully, 
Harrison R. Duke III 
Detroit Resident 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Date of Submission: Monday, June 28, 2021 8:31 AM 
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov> 
Name: Mary Hunt 
Subject: Proposed Redistricting Recommendation 
 
I have lived in Grandville, Michigan for over 40 years. Grandville is located in Kent County, a suburb of 
Grand Rapids, and is considered part of the Grand Rapids metropolitan area according to Wikipedia. 
Grandville is approximately 7.7 square miles with a population of approximately 16,000 people. 
Grandville has been in the 2nd US Congressional District for many years - which makes absolutely no 
sense to me. The districting lines are jagged to include Grandville (again part of Kent County) in the 2nd 
District along with Ottawa, Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana, Ludington and Lake Counties. I do not feel like 
Grandville has anything in common with these counties and I strongly request that lines be redrawn to 
include Grandville with the rest of Kent County in the 3rd US Congressional District. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
 
Mary L. Hunt 

 



Grandville, MI 49418 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Date of Submission: Saturday, June 26, 2021 10:04 AM 
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov> 
Name: Marcia Koppa 
Subject: On Drawing Maps from a Clean Slate 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
Thank you for the admirable work you are taking on.  Am very proud of you and your staff. 
 
As to the approach on drawing these maps.  Is it feasible to first draw maps using 2010 data to see the 
issues/ problems that currently exist?  From that, you can be mindful of these issues and then start from 
scratch to draw the 2020 map.  The "clean slate" approach has already been discussed in the public and 
"promised", at least to my understanding.  In the long term, you would be saving yourself potential grief 
by starting from scratch. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Marcia Koppa 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Date of Submission: Friday, June 25, 2021 11:08 AM 
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov> 
Name: Edward C. Lorenz 
Subject: Proposed Redistricting Recommendation 
*attachments included at the end of the document* 
 
Attached is a description of the "Community of Interest in which I believe I and many others in my 
region belong.  The word document attached is an explanation of the Community of Interest and also 
attached is an image of a map I would suggest to the Commission for a Michigan House district to 
specifically represent this community.  Of course, at the state Senate and U.S. House levels, with their 
much larger populations my Community of Interest would have to be merged with other communities of 
interest. 
 
Thank you for your work. 
 
Edward C. Lorenz 

 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



 
Date of Submission: Thursday, June 24, 2021 12:54 PM 
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov> 
Name: Robert Norton 
Subject: Prof. Stephen Markman’s Memorandum to the Commission 
*attachments included at the end of the document* 
 
To the Members of the Commission: 
 
  
 
In light of its mission to provide all who wish to learn the education necessary for preserving “the 
blessings of civil and religious liberty” in Michigan and across the nation, Hillsdale College has 
commissioned Professor Stephen Markman to author a memorandum in response to the University of 
Michigan’s CLOSUP Report published last August. Professor Markman has taught constitutional law at 
the College for nearly three decades, and has served on the Michigan Supreme Court as an Associate 
Justice and later Chief Justice. Having served on the state’s highest court, Professor Markman is 
experienced, well-respected, and well-known for his sound, fair, and sharp legal reasoning. His 
perspective should be considered. 
 
  
 
              An earlier version of Professor Markman’s memorandum was mailed to the Commission’s PO 
Box two weeks ago. However, since we were not sure if the memorandum reached the Commission, we 
thought it best to send it via email as well.  Please accept this updated version of the memorandum in its 
place. The updated memorandum and an accompanying cover letter are attached. The memorandum 
can also be found at info.hillsdale.edu/redistricting. 
 
  
 
              Professor Markman has RSVP’d to speak briefly on this report at the Muskegon public hearing on 
Tuesday, June 29. He looks forward to speaking to the Commission. 
 
  
 
Robert Norton 
 
Vice President and General Counsel 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Date of Submission: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 10:37 AM 
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov> 
Name: Jacqueline Stewart 
Subject: Public Comment Tool 
 
In the discussion on Jun 17 the number of in-person public comments and digital comments was 
compared. Also the number of people attending but not commenting was mentioned. 



I suggest you have a station with a computer and scanner, and a person to assist, at each Hearing and in-
person Meeting, to allow people who make an in person comment to type the comment into the Public 
Comment Tool, if they wish, with a scan of whatever references or maps they have.  Those who came to 
listen but did not register to speak could also type their comments into the Public Comment Tool at this 
time. I think this will allow everyone to be heard, even if they did not register, and even if they have 
more than they can say in 2 minutes.  
Please consider doing this to make more efficient use of the Public Comment Tool. 
Thank you,  
Jacqueline Stewart 













































































































































 





 




