Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission
September 24, 2021 Meeting Public Comment
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date of Submission: Wednesday, September 22, 2021 3:41 PM
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov>
Name: Amara Vear
Subject: Public Comment – Please prioritize Fairness
Dear redistricting commission,
I am emailing in the hopes that the commission will ensure there are fair districts across our state, with
as little partisan bias as possible. Please create the maps with partisan data in front of the commission
so time can be saved by drafting plans that will easily meet this requirement.
Thank you for doing this redistricting work that I've waited more than a decade for, ever since learning
about "gerrymandering" in high school and subsequently learning how horribly gerrymandered MI has
been.
This is important work that will shape our state for the next decade - I truly hope we can ensure all
people have a fair chance at running for office in their communities.
Sincerely,
Amara Vear
Ypsilanti, MI resident
Small business owner
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date of Submission: Wednesday, September 22, 2021 12:33 PM
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov>
Name: Naomi Ludman
Subject: draft maps for Michigan
Good afternoon,
I want to comment on the draft maps that have been drawn so far. I am distressed that when drawing
maps, the commission does not seem to be paying much attention to the comments already submitted
about communities of interest. This input was widely solicited from the commission and should be
uniformly considered when drawing maps. It appears that this has not been consistently the case in the
commission's deliberations.
In addition, I would urge the commission to have partisan data in front of them when drawing
maps. Partisan fairness was one of the biggest issues for those of us that voted to create this
commission. We need competitive districts across the entire state. Maps should have ZERO politial
bias.
Thank you for your work. I urge you to continue with these comments in mind.

Sincerely,
Naomi Ludman, Dowagiac, MI
-Working towards the light--always,
Naomi

Naomi Ludman
Writing & Editing Services
Social Justice Advocate
Coordinator, St. Paul's Food Pantry
Chair, Cass County Democratic Party
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date of Submission: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 6:02 PM
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov>
Name: danielle Fergin
Subject: Testimony
I was just greatly disturbed to hear the Midland is now being lumped in with rural surrounding areas vs.
the Tri-Cities where it strongly belongs. Our community in Midland is strongly affiliated with and
connected to Saginaw and Bay City. Our colleges are together, radio stations, news stations, airports and
as a social worker I can confirm that our community resources are shared in the Tri-cities. It would do a
great disservice to the Midland community to separate it from the other “Tri-Cities”. Due to work
conflicts I am unable to make it to the in person testimony sites, but please include this information as
written testimony.
Danielle Fergin, LMSW
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date of Submission: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 10:40 AM
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov>
Name: Jacqueline Stewart
Subject: Congressional maps
I suggest that you consider using the Senate maps you carefully drew as a starting point draw the
Congressional maps. You considered racial data, COis, election data for the Senate districts. If you
combine well thought out Senate districts you can create larger, equally well thought out, districts.
Jacqueline Stewart
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date of Submission: Monday, September 20, 2021 5:07 PM
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov>
Name: Julie Frontera
Subject: Mapping
To the Michigan commission:
As a life long Michigan resident, voter and tax payer, I’m asking you to please prioritize non partisan
mapping as you make changes and recommendations. There should be little if any political bias involved
in this process and outcome, and the expectation is that you have the data in full view as you go through
the process.
This is incredibly important for both sides.
Thank you,
Julie Frontera
Rochester Hills MI 48309
Julie Frontera
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date of Submission: Monday, September 20, 2021 4:34 PM
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov>
Name: Jessie Wood
Subject: REDISTRICTING – A Request from a Bay County Resident and Business Owner
Hello, and thank you for the work that the Commission is doing in drawing up the Congressional Maps.
As a life-long resident of the Great Lakes Bay Region/Mid Michigan/Tri-Cities, and a woman business
owner, it is very important to me and my family that Bay County remain with Saginaw and Genesee
Counties. Although all three counties are diverse, we should remain as one district.
When mapping, it is essential that the Commission prioritize partisan fairness. The people and business
owners of Bay County ask the Commission to draw districts with as close to zero political bias as
possible. We hope that Commissioners map with partisan data in front of them so that they can
evaluate partisan fairness throughout this process. It is important that we have competitive districts
across the state.
Thank you again for your time and effort with this most important project.
*All clients are required to follow the COVID-19 safety protocols of our office.
Jessie Scott Wood
Attorney at Law
Wood Law Firm, PLLC
Bay City, MI 48708
Phone:

Website: www.woodlawfirm.legal
NOTICE FROM WOOD LAW FIRM, PLLC:
This internet message may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from
disclosure. It is intended for use by the person to whom it is addressed. If you have received this in
error, please (1) do not forward or use this information in any way; and (2) contact me immediately.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date of Submission: Sunday, September 19, 2021 9:30 PM
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov>
Name: Heidi Kaufman
Subject: computer algorithm for creating redistricting solutions
Members of the MICRC,
I have been following your deliberations with interest. Please read my comments in the attached
file. Thank you.
Hedi Kaufman
Monroe, MI 48162

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date of Submission: Friday, September 17, 2021 6:04 PM
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov>
Name: temp
Subject: Redistricting Priorities
I want to thank the committee for all their hard work, but also would like to remind them of what the
voters wanted them to accomplish. The hope was to eliminate exaggerations to the voter bias by
drawing districts that are more in line with overall voter preferences. Please keep in mind not only
population counts but the voting results of recent statewide elections such as President, Governor,
Attorney General, Secretary of State, US Senator, and others. These results reflect the overall
preference of the voters of the state and should be reflected in those elections that are based on
individual districts. It isn't reflective of a true democracy to have a state where the voters statewide
prefer candidates of one party, but elect state representatives and state senators from another party by
a wide majority. Again, thank you all for your hard work and efforts.
Lawrence Wagner
Warren, Mi. 48092

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Date of Submission: Thursday, September 16, 2021 11:44 PM
Method of Submission: Email To <Redistricting@Michigan.gov>
Name: Dan Wholihan
Subject: Livingston County
Dear Commissioners:
I know the Congressional Map is a first draft, but I want to thank you for listening to the people of our
county. Commissioner Eid's Congressional Map is a competitive, fair, map. It kept Livingston County
whole (our community of interest) and not in Washtenaw County (specifically Ann Arbor) as most of our
residents requested. Our draft district also can vote for any candidate and would force politicians to
campaign here in Livingston County as 1000 votes here could swing an election. Our rural votes here
matter just as much as the voters at my alma matter at Michigan State. When the margins are this slim
for partisan fairness, nobody can be ignored.
I also want to thank you for keeping Livingston County whole in the State Senate map.
You have a tough job and you will face a lot of critics, including myself. I will also make sure to
acknowledge when you all do the right thing.
Thank you:
Dan Wholihan
Brighton, MI

To: redistricting@michigan.gov <redistricting@michigan.gov>
Subject: Revisiting: Newly developed computer algorithm for creating redistricting solutions
From: Hedi Kaufman, Monroe County, Michigan
Date: September 19, 2021
Members of the Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission:
At the Commission’s six-and-a-half hours long August 31st meeting, Commissioner Rhonda Lange said,
"We’ve got pieces here, pieces there, pieces everywhere...is this really the most productive way to do it?" (Detroit
Free Press, Sept. 18) The antidote to this predicament is a well-designed computer algorithm that assigns weights to
required criteria based on their ranking.
In May I wrote you about Dr. Matthew Petering’s algorithm for forming voting districts. At your invitation,
he made a presentation to you on July 22nd. At that meeting, at 2:16:55, Dr. Petering began an interesting discussion
about how his algorithm handles the phrase, “in order of priority,” in his opening statement on Michigan Mapping
Requirements: “The Commission shall abide by the following criteria… in order of priority.”

At 02:21:45, in

response to Petering’s explanation of the algorithm’s use of weighting of criteria to achieve order of priority, your
counsel stated that the commission could “not deviate from the criteria...they are individually set.” “Criteria are
ranked in that order with that prioritization… I disagree strongly with the notion of ‘wiggleroom’”.
From listening online to some of your deliberations, it appears that counsel’s comment may have dissuaded
the commission from giving Petering’s work any further consideration. Since then, commissioners have spent an
inordinate amount of time on their assigned task.
As the process is playing out, Commissioners are moving back and forth between criteria. Thus, while they
are assembling maps of equal population districts (criterion 1), the starting point for dividing up the state by
population is a map of Michigan counties (criterion 6), contiguity is regularly considered (criterion 2), and
references are being made to communities of interest (criterion 4). If indeed no deviation from ranked priority of
the criteria is permitted – and no other criterion can be considered as MICRC works from one to the next – MICRC
is tasked with an impossible job. In the real world where we live, it is inevitable that the criteria will be weighted,
either consciously or unconsciously, especially when a number of conditions is required, in this case, at least seven.
This is what is happening.
Dr. Petering’s algorithm can produce results in minutes. The real work comes in assigning weights to the
criteria. I think that is where the Commission would benefit from spending its time – finding common ground in
assigning weights. Once the conditions are agreed upon, the algorithm can produce maps in a matter of minutes
with clear district lines and compact, competitive districts. The algorithm will assure the maps are fair.

Which brings me back to Commissioner Lange’s question: “Is this really the most productive way to do
it?” In this case, I’d respond in the negative. Dr. Petering’s algorithm can do the job very efficiently. Time is

running out. Let’s get it right for the next 10 years.
July 22, 2021 MICRC
Presentation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJnn7Xj3Gb8
Petering’s presentation starts at 1:12:00, ends at 3:49:00.
Discussion of prioritization of criteria and criteria ranking starts at
2:16:35, about 10 minutes long (lawyer’s comment at 2:21:45)
WI map work begins at 2:45:59
MI map discussion begins at 2:52:40

