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May 17, 2021

| testified at the hearing in Kalamazoo on May 13,2021. | spoke extemporaneously, so | do not
have an exact written copy of my testimony. This is from my notes, and | believe close to what |
said. We were told to also submit a written copy of our testimony. | did go to the website and
try to submit this testimony on May 16, 2021. | was told that | would receive an email
confirming the receipt of my testimony. | have not received any confirmation, and my
testimony is not on the website, although the testimony of other people who testified at the
May 13" hearing is there. So, | am submitting it in this form, just to make sure you have it.

My name is Marcene Telfer, and | am a life-long resident of the Battle Creek-Kalamazoo area. |
currently reside in Kalamazoo but lived most of my adult life in Battle Creek. | want to echo
what Mr. Helmboldt said previously, | am here to advocate for the cities of Battle Creek and
Kalamazoo being in the same Congressional district. As Mr. Helmboldt said, many area
resources are shared by the two cities, and many people live in one city, but work in the other. |
have been interested in politics since | was very young, and | remember when Battle Creek and
Kalamazoo were in the same Congressional District. And the district was competitive, having
had both Republican and Democratic representatives to Congress in the first half of my lifetime.
Even though I now live in Kalamazoo, | am here advocating more for Battle Creek, because it
has suffered more from the separation of the two cities into different districts. In the ‘90’s,
Battle Creek was put in a district with suburban Lansing and the rural counties to the south,
Branch, Hillsdale, Jackson and Lenawee. In the redistricting after the 2010 Census, it was put
into a district with Kent County, and even parts of Montcalm County to the north. The current
3" Congressional district is currently one of the most gerrymandered districts in the state.

And as | said previously, the district in the 60’s, 70’s and. 80’s was competitive. | realize that it
will be impossible for you avoid creating any “safe” districts. There will undoubtedly be some
safe Republican districts in the northern part of the state and some safe Democratic districts in
the Detroit area. But the second thing | am here to advocate for is the creation of as many
competitive districts as possible. When districts are more evenly split between members of
both political parties, | think the representatives of those districts are more responsive to the
needs of the entire area.

Finally, | would like to add that you have a yeomen’s task. After listening to many of the
comments made at the hearing in Kalamazoo, it sounded like many people want to be in district
where everyone else is “like them.” That is not possible, of course. But Battle Creek and
Kalamazoo are only about 20 miles apart and have many shared economic and cultural
interests.
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Chip Pointer’s painting—Anaka | [ ),f : /;\
Audrey’s crane painting—Abby A ’ , ) ; :
Bastar Pintings-CA. Quail, Ducks --Hannah g", ij l o ﬁ‘" Q T , - , '
Theater Play books and music—Jordan SN ’/;'j}/"” - r’f “ e
Macker Placque—Jordan o ,.’? “. f, Y
Games and Puzzles—divide . | : o | ” e (../_.;.*;{z'm{_ ‘
Christmas ornaments—back to whoever gave them to me Gyl f’__‘;; f “'./ L e f ’)/
Dishes—Wheat pattern was from Gramma Ainsworth—Maybe Neishelle A e
Woodworking books—Wesley i ‘ ;.’;{‘-:?; S i / s .
Germany items—Julie for her kids. Ane 7)()/54 ot ’ .
Woven BasketsTracey and Randy or donate to Museumn.signed{ Wabekek, Alberts, Bundi) ' /.., . .;' '
Armoir—Kasy or sell Coow f T P
Tables Bob made divide up or sell Y {, )(f TR /;";.{s,,__, };"'{1,:: s \ | - ” - .
Roll top—tac’s Dad’s roll top on desk Jac R f»J.,'l'.;”" &
Depression or carnival glass—Sammy and Jennifer ! H A ‘ S ‘
Reunion Quilt—Nanette and Paula t ; l ‘
Green Quilted March of Dimes Quilt from Gramma Buchner-Tracey {10 7 fo e ’ *"",‘-"" o ( '
Btue quilted flowered quilt from Bifl Buchner-Kasy ‘ f . s !'_ / }
Fish painting on slate-Charley Dailey-$10 AR R ! : f : , ‘ /,;lm,-f_: l
Buck Saw- Dave blacker-$10 | s”(ff‘ . ) ! | d ./ |
Framed frost poem -the road less traveled$50 Paula T
Wood inlay deer-$10 Beth -
) e o
Angel-Beth $10 o ﬂ’é N
Spoons Jim Shaffer $10each e P
Carvings spoon, tree, fox etc. Howard Lahti -Kali
Cactus -Peetie o
Flowers Peetie AR
5 women-sisters & Mom Nan $100 c _,‘ o '
§e 'f‘y"f‘,‘z" SR .'%* -I,‘ -
Hands-Paula 5100 L S Y
b | il f o
NI




Good afternoon and thank you vaiy mueh for serving your feliow
Michiganders in this very challenging and important task!

My name is Ben Jamieson and 1 live in Gun Plain township in Allegan
County. We are an agriculture and rural residential area and | consider
this my main COl. We do have one small city, Plainwell, in our area
connected to a modest shopping and service area of a couple super
stores, automotive patts and service businesses which provide needed
sevices, groceries, personal and household items.  Fortunately these area ‘
do not impact us as & larger dense urban arsa could. 5 s Lae favr Alles

iy other COl is my church which is in Kalamazoo. [t is my congregation
of birth and | have continued to worship there and particinate in the 6
ministries that provide services to an urban population even thought there
are closer options within my denomination in Plainwell and Orangeville.
Also | operated and light industrial business in the Richland area and relied
on Kalamazoo for industrial materials and services. However, | do not
believe that | should be voting with the residents of Kalamazoo or any other
major urban area especially when it comes to the more local state issues.

| do believe that my interests lie with other citizens residing in & more rural
culture and we would want to be represented by someone with # strong
fosus on our needs.
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