Good morning,

The valuable information below is being shared on behalf of the Refugee Systems of Care (RSoC) team. We
encourage providers to sign up for this newsletter here and share with others who may be interested: Refugee
Systems of Care - Newsletter Subscription.

Thank you,

MDHHS Maternal Infant Health Program (MIHP)
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So MUCH to Celebrate in June
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Here's to June and celebration of our brothers and sisters.
It's June, let me tell you 'bout this month,
Got the vibes, got the pride, got the love upfront.
World Refugee Day, we stand and unite,

For those who seek safety, we shine the light.
Juneteenth, freedom rings loud and clear,
Celebrate the history, the struggle, the cheer.
From Michigan to the nation, the news spread wide,
Emancipation proclaimed, no need to hide.
Pride Month, colors fly high in the sky,

Love is love, no need to hide or deny.

Big Gretch declared June Immigrant Heritage Month,
Honoring the journeys, the stories, the strength.
June's got the rhythm, the beat, the soul,

From the refugees' stories to freedom's goal.
We march, we dance, we sing, we shout,
June's the month where love conquers doubt.
From the refugees' plight to the pride parade,
June's the month where history's made.

In Peace and Action,

Cynthia
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ON BEHALF OF THE FEOPLE OF MICHIGAN,
I, Gretchen Whitemer, governor of Michigan, do hereby proclaim

June H25
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IMMIGRANT HERITAGE MONTH
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WHEREAS, penerstions of immigrants bave setiled in the United States from every corper of
the ghabe and butlt up our nation’s economy; and,

WHEREAS, immigrants continue to grow husineszez, affer innevative ideas, and create jobs in
Michignn; and,

WHEREAS. immigrants have provided Michigan and the United States with unigue social and
vuliiral inflsence, enrching the extraordinary character of our state and nation; and,
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WHEREAS, immigranis have been tireless loaders not only in securing their pwn vights and
Aeress to equal apportunity, but also in campaigning to ereate & more fair and just society for all
Americans;

NOW, THEREFORE, [, Gredchen Whitmer, governor of Michigan, amd Gardin Gilchrise 11,
Lieutemant governar af Michigan, do herehy proelaim June 2026 az Immigrant Heritage Month
in Michigan,
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Home Visitors: Support for
Newcomer Families!

HOME VISITORS:

SUPPORT FOR NEWCOMER FAMILIES

Cet support for your work
with newcomer families.

We're here to help!

DROP IN FOR SUPPORT

=

BOOK A 1:1 MEETING

The Refugee Systems of Care (RSoC) team is here to support you in serving pregnant
and parenting newcomer families! Whether you have questions, need support, or
are looking for resources specific to your needs, we're ready to help.

Book a 1:1 Meeting with Stormie Drake:

Get direct support at a time that works for you! We’re here to assist!

Open Office Hours (No Appointment Needed):
e Wednesdays: 9:00 AM - 9:30 AM

e Fridays: 11:00 AM - 11:30 AM
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How Our Office Hours Work:

e Ask questions — Whether it's a quick query or a deeper discussion, we're
here to help with the challenges you're facing with newcomer families.

e Receive support — From quick assistance to more detailed feedback, we’ve
got you covered.

¢ Get follow-up resources — We'll share relevant resources to support your
work with families.

Need to reach out directly?

Feel free to contact Stormie Drake at sdrake@mphi.org with questions or support
needs. We look forward to connecting with you!

Have a Question or Need a Resource?

If you prefer to reach out in writing instead of booking a meeting or joining office
hours, we’ve got you covered! Whether you’re looking for translated materials,
specific resources, or just have a quick question — the RSoC team is here to help!
Use this quick form to tell us what you need, and someone from our team will
follow up within a few days.

¢ Submit a Question or Resource Request
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We Want to Hear From You!

Tell us what resources or supports would help most in your daily work — so we can
better support you and the families you serve!

Take a moment to share your input through a quick poll — it only takes a minute,
and your feedback will help shape RSoC activities for the upcoming fiscal year!

Take the Poll & Tell Us What You Need!

Here's what we want to know:
1. Training Support Needs

What topics would be most helpful for your work with refugee and newcomer
families?

Building trust with newcomer families

Cultural sensitivity & cross-cultural communication

Trauma-informed care

Working effectively with interpreters

Other
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2. Collaboration Needs

Which collaborative spaces would you be most willing to participate in?

Provide advice and guidance to improve systems

Engage with peers serving newcomers through home visiting

Engage with peers in refugee service programs

Virtual collaborative spaces are preferred

In-person collaborative spaces are preferred

Other

3. Translated Materials for Families

What types of translated materials would be most helpful for newcomer families?

Breastfeeding & nutrition
e Child development milestones
e Daily care and routines
e Early literacy
e Parenting skills
e Safe sleep
e Other
4. Anything else?

We'd love to know what other resources, materials, or supports would make your
work easier or more impactful.

Take the Poll & Tell Us What You Need!
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Funding Spotlight

Capacity Building & Outreach Grant

The Office of Global Michigan’s Capacity
Building and Outreach (CBO) grant is open
and offering up to $75,000 to support
organizations serving newcomer populations
across Michigan.

How Home Visiting Programs Can Leverage This Funding:
This grant is an opportunity to strengthen your home visiting program’s
infrastructure, partnerships, and outreach to newcomer families and newcomer

support services.

Consider using funds to:

Expand your organizational capacity through staff development, training, or
infrastructure improvements that enhance service delivery.

o Build or formalize referral systems that connect families to essential
supports through community partners.

e Partner with other organizations to help identify service gaps and improve
coordinated care.

e Develop culturally and linguistically responsive practices, including translated
materials or community-based interpreters.

e Coordinate or support newcomer-focused community events that raise
awareness and build trust.

Submit proposals to LEO-RefugeeServices@michigan.gov by 11:59 PM EST on June
30, 2025.
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Refugee Transportation Services Grant

The Office of Global Michigan’s Refugee
Transportation Services (RTS) grant is open and
offering up to $150,000 available to support
transportation solutions for newcomer

populations across Michigan.

How Home Visiting Programs Can Leverage This Funding:

This grant is an opportunity to address transportation barriers that impact
newcomer families' access to community services.

Consider using funds to:

e Coordinate or provide transportation for families to attend health
appointments, employment services, or other essential activities.

e Develop partnerships with local transit providers, resettlement agencies, or
ethnic community organizations to improve service coordination.

e Integrate transportation supports into your referral pathways or case
coordination strategies.

e Offer bus or transportation navigation training for families to promote
independence.

Submit applications for RTS-2026 via the EGrAMS portal by 3:00 PM EST on July 17,
2025.
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Newcomer Community
Collaboratives

Connect with Your Local Newcomer Community Collaboratives

Newcomer Community Collaboratives bring together organizations, service
providers, and community leaders to support newcomers. They work to
improve access to essential services like healthcare, education, employment,
and housing, while promoting inclusion and cultural understanding.

If you're a home visiting provider looking for resources to support immigrants
and refugees, here’s how to connect with your local newcomer collaborative:

"‘ Mid Michigan - Immigrant Refugee Resource Collaborative

&

e Contact via their online contact form for more information

e Ingham & Eaton Counties

"}i\"‘\.w- Southeast Michigan - Southeast Michigan Refugee Collaborative

¢ Sign up for their newsletter, join the collaborative, or
request a meeting

¢ Macomb, Oakland, Washtenaw, & Wayne Counties
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Southwest Michigan - Kalamazoo Refugee Resource Collaborative
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‘*«‘r ¢ Reach out via the contact page or subscribe to their
newsletter on the home page

e Kalamazoo & Calhoun Counties

9 West Michigan - West Michigan Welcome Plan Collaborative
G
e Subscribe to their newsletter

o Kent & Ottawa Counties

Northern Michigan Welcoming Network

¢ Coming soon!

e Grand Traverse, Emmet, Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboygan
Counties & more

Celebrating Refugees

Honoring World Refugee Day & Immigrant Heritage Month

June is a time to celebrate resilience, culture, and community. Below, we’re sharing
events and opportunities that honor World Refugee Day and Immigrant Heritage
Month — recognizing the strength and contributions of refugee and immigrant
families across Michigan and beyond. Take a look, join in, and help us spread the
word!
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Grand Rapids

World Refugee Block Party | Hosted by Treetops Collective

@ 906 Division Ave S, Grand Rapids, M1 49507

Friday, June 20 | @ 5:00-8:00 PM

Stories in Color: Painted by Hope, Held by Resilience

Celebrate World Refugee Day with global music, cross-cultural food trucks,
interactive art, kids' crafts, and powerful stories from refugee community members.
This free community event honors the strength and courage of those forced to flee
their home countries. Come and connect, learn, and celebrate with us!

World Refugee Day
Block Party

at Treetops Collective
Stories in Color: Painted by Hope, Held by Resilience

Kalamazoo

World Refugee Day Celebration at the Farmers Market | Hosted by KRRC
@ 1204 Bank St., Kalamazoo, M1 49001 (PFC’s Saturday Farmers Market)

Saturday, June 22 | @ Rolling start around 10:00 AM

Join a vibrant multicultural celebration featuring dance and music performances,
live cooking demos from newcomer community members (with samples!), face
painting, and family-friendly activities. Learn more at info tables focused on
understanding and supporting refugees in the Kalamazoo community. Enjoy food
trucks, local produce, and soccer at nearby Upjohn Park. All are welcome!
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Ferndale

Global Journeys: Immigrant Heritage Month Roundtable

Q@ Carajillo, 22700 Woodward Ave, Ferndale, M1 48220

Monday, June 16 | @ 6:00-8:00 PM

Join Oakland Thrive, Oakland County, and community partners for an uplifting
roundtable celebrating Immigrant Heritage Month. Come hear powerful stories of
resilience, culture, and dreams — and help create space for connection and
community. Whether you're an immigrant, a child of immigrants, or an ally, your
voice matters. Let’s honor our roots and uplift one another.
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About RSoC

The Refugee Systems of Care (RSoC) project at MPHI promotes an equitable and
welcoming home visiting system that is inclusive of refugee families. The project's
objectives are to:

o e Increase refugee families’ participation in home visiting services.

9 e Support home visiting programs in service delivery.

e Strengthen connections between home visiting programs and
refugee support systems.

RSoC Team




Cynthia Zagar Eli Wickline Grace Weatherbee

Center for Quality Family Refugee Systems of Care Center for Healthy
Support Manager Project Coordinator Communities Evaluation Lead

Jordan Kamal Stormie Drake Theresa Floyd
Center for Healthy Refugee Systems of Center for Quality Family
Communities Research Care Project Specialist Support Project Associate
Associate

Tricia Drenth

Center for Quality Family
Support Home Visiting
Consultant



Recipients of the Newsletter

If you would like additional people to receive this newsletter, please click on the link
below to sign them up.

RSoC Newsletter Sign Up!

® 0

48N MPHI®

Center for Healthy Communities

The Refugee Systems of Care Project is funded by the Michigan Department of Labor & Economic
Opportunity.
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF
LABOR & ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITY

The Center for Quality Family Support's mission is to deliver empowering and compassionate
support to home visiting providers resulting in high-quality family support services.



