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Request for Support - Maternal Health
Community Listening Sessions

Good afternoon,

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Maternal Mortality Surveillance
Program is asking for your support as we plan a series of maternal health community
listening sessions focused on wraparound care, particularly as it relates to mental
health and substance use — two leading contributors to maternal mortality in Michigan.

Findings from maternal mortality reviews consistently highlight the need for improved care
coordination and wrapround support. While we’ve gained valuable insights from clinical
and social service providers, we recognize that voices of birthing people and families with
lived experience are often missing from the conversation. These listening sessions aim to
center those voices to help shape more equitable and responsive maternal health
strategies.

We are partnering with the Michigan Public Health Institute to host 1-2 community
listening sessions by mid-September 2025. As we move into fiscal year 2026, we
plan to expand and hold up to four additional sessions across Michigan. In FY 2025
and FY 2026, we plan to hold sessions in the following regions: Southwest, Southeast,
East Central, Detroit Metro and the Upper Peninsula. Below you will find additional details
about the session framework.



https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmihp%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000198a97cc863-32fc3479-bfe8-4a26-8a5c-eec2db0abf98-000000/-MPnZNp4Gu7HDRTsEM1Z_SWoBVmMSmqU3YiMGyG0QW0=418

Session Overview:

e Focus: Maternal health wraparound care/care coordination, specifically related to
mental health and substance use.

e Target audience: Individuals 18+ who have been pregnant within the last three
years.

e Format: 90-minute in-person session.

¢ Incentive: $150 gift card for participants.

e Host supports: May entail identifying a host-site and recruiting participants.

o Note: the Maternal Mortality Surveillance Program has funding to
support site fees, participant incentives and meals.

We are seeking partners who can help host sessions, identify participants, or support
outreach. If you are interested in serving as a host site or can assist with identifying
relevant community groups, advisory boards, or individuals connected to
postpartum populations, please complete this interest form:
https://forms.office.com/q/v6TzFkedX5.

If you have any questions about this opportunity, please feel free to reach out to Melissa
Limon-Flegler, MMMS Program Coordinator at LimonFleglerM1@michigan.gov.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership!
Melissa Limon-Flegler

Maternal Mortality Surveillance Program Coordinator
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
Lifecourse Epidemiology & Genomics Division

South Grand Building — 2nd Floor

PO Box 30195

Lansing, Ml 48909

MDHHS Maternal Infant Health Program

Our communication for the Maternal Infant Health Program has been streamlined to a
single email address and phone number. Please forward all email to

MIHP@michigan.gov. For further assistance, contact the state office @ 1-833-MI4-MIHP
(1-833-644-6447). Thank you.
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