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Good morning,

Below is the August edition of the Refugee Systems of Care (RSoC) Newsletter. This newsletter
features valuable information that may be of interest to all providers. We encourage providers to
sign up for this newsletter here and share with others who may be interested: Refugee Systems of
Care - Newsletter Subscription.
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August is Home Visiting Month in
Michigan

Do you see what you did here?

Yeah, it’s the 5™ time it’s happened since 2021, it’s no big deal anymore, right?
WRONG!!

Because of the incredible work that is done by home visitors, parent educators,
supervisors, managers, local leadership groups, funders of home visiting and yes, even
us at the Center for Quality Family Support and MPHI, Governor Gretchen Whitmer has
declared August Home Visiting Month in Michigan. She recognizes the impact that you
have on families in Michigan and the difference it makes for them and the communities
they live in.

What a thing to reflect on and celebrate.

A very special shout out goes to Susan Clark with the Calhoun Intermediate School
District who has worked every year to ensure that the I's are dotted and the T’s are
crossed so the proclamation is ready for the Governor’s signature.

Take a look at the full proclamation here:
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" ON BELIALF OF THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN,
I, Gretchen Whitmer, governor of Michigan, do hereby proclaim

August 2025

ags

HOME VISITING MONTH

WHEREAS, Michigan has built and strengthened a coordinated home visiting system to support families as
illustrated in the annual Michigan ITome Visting report. Home visiling is essential and by partnering with
families, provides opportunity for early deteetion to prevent or minimize developmental delays. Kvidence-based
home visiting reduces incidences of child ahuse and neglect, improves birth oulcomes, improves family self-
sufliciency, improves family and child health, and improves school readiness; and,

WHEREAS, home vigiting yiclds a return of $5.70 per dollar spent in reduced mental health, eriminal justice,
and welfare coste with a total benefit of more than $41,000 per family served; and,

WHEREAS, state and local partnerships including but not limited (o Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services, Michigan Department of Lifelong Kducation, Advancement, and Potential, Center for Quality
Family Support, Michigan Public Health Institute, Head Start, Intermediate School IHatvicts, Local Health
Departments, and other public and privale organizations collaborate to assess, grow and improve home visiting
services, supporting families from prenatal through school entry; and,

WHEREAS, a conlinuous quality improvement process is in place to identify and respond to the needs of
[amilies who have engaged with Child Protective Services or have experienced substance use. Expanded home
visiting programs have been funded and supported to meet the specific needs of these families, aligning with
Michigan’s effort to promote Healthy Moms and Healthy Babics; and,

WHEREAS, communities across Michigan have also engaged in improvement efforts through a state-wide
network of Greal Start Collaboratives, Parent Coalitions, Home Visiting Lecal Leadership Groups, and Regional

Perinatal Quality Collaboratives, to achieve the four primavy outcomes identified by the Michigan Department
of Education:

Children born healthy, and,
Children healthy, thriving, and developmentally on track from hivth to thivd grade, and,
Children developmentally ready to succeed in school at the time of school entry, and

Children prepared to succeed in fourth grade and beyond by reading proficiently by the end of the third
grade; and,

WHEREAS, Michigan is committed to making families aware that high-guality evidence-based Home Visiting
programe are available from prenatal to kindergarten entry;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gretchen Whitmer, governor of Michigan, do hereby proclaim August 2025 as Home
Visiling Month in Michigan.

Gretchen Whitmer
Governor




In Peace and Action,
Cynthia

Home Visitors: Support for
Newcomer Families!

HOME VISITORS:

SUPPORT FOR NEWCOMER FAMILIES

Get support for your work
with newcomer families.

We're here to help!
DROP IN FOR SUPPORT

=

BOOK A 1:1 MEETING

The Refugee Systems of Care (RSoC) team is here to support you in serving pregnant
and parenting newcomer families! Whether you have questions, need support, or are
looking for resources specific to your needs, we're ready to help.

Book a 1:1 Meeting with Stormie Drake:

Get direct support at a time that works for you! We’re here to assist!
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Open Office Hours (No Appointment Needed):

e Wednesdays: 9:00 AM - 9:30 AM
e Fridays: 11:00 AM - 11:30 AM

How Our Office Hours Work:

o Ask questions — Whether it's a quick query or a deeper discussion, we're here to
help with the challenges you're facing with newcomer families.

¢ Receive support — From quick assistance to more detailed feedback, we’ve got
you covered.

o Get follow-up resources — We’'ll share relevant resources to support your work
with families.

Need to reach out directly?

Feel free to contact Stormie Drake at sdrake@mphi.org with questions or support
needs. We look forward to connecting with you!

Have a Question or Need a Resource?

If you prefer to reach out in writing instead of booking a meeting or joining office hours,
we’ve got you covered! Whether you’re looking for translated materials, specific
resources, or just have a quick question — the RSoC team is here to help! Use this quick
form to tell us what you need, and someone from our team will follow up within a few
days.

¢© Submit a Question or Resource Request
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Tools You Can Use

(in Lots of Languages!)

Newcomer Resource Hub: Settle In

Settle In is a free, multilingual website created to help refugee families adjust to life in
the U.S. It covers practical topics like housing, health, safety, money management, and
U.S. laws in plain language. Home visitors can direct families to the site for trustworthy
information that supports their resettlement journey.

Available in: Arabic, Burmese, Dari, Kinyarwanda, Pashto, Russian, Spanish, Swabhili,
Ukrainian

(7 See an example of a handout on “Vaccines Save Lives” in Swabhili below.
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MACHAN]JO INALINDAKA MAISHA

Machanjo inatunzaka
afya na kulinda maisha.

Mu inchi ya Amerika iko wakati
mutu analazimishwa kuonyesha
kama alipigwa chanjo. Kwa mfano
kama batoto banakwenda ku
masomo. Ao kama mutu anaomba
kazi Fulani, ac kama anaomba
kuishi a0 kutembelea Amerika,

Machanjo ike mu dunia tangu miaka
mamia. Machanjo inatukinga ku magonjwa
mingi ya hatari kama vile sulua, polio,
homa ya grippe, corona na ingine.

Machanijo ilikinga batu mingi kuzidi matokeo
ingine yote ya buganga.
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Machanjo inafanyaka kazi mu mwili namuna A, -—:—-//‘\b'w
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pla unasoma na kukumbuka maelezo ya
bugonjwa na kila chanjo.
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Kila chanjo Iko na wakati yake, na kipimo yake, na siku yake ya
kurudia tena kuchanjwa, Kwa mfano, kuna machanjo ya mutoto
muchanga. Ingine ya mutu muzima, ingine ya muzee, ingine ya
mwanamuke mwenye mimba.

Kuna machanjo ya kupigwa mara moja tu. Kuna Kuna chanjo ya wakati mutu
machanjo ingine ya kupigwa kila mwaka kama anakwenda safarl fasi fulani.

vile chanjo ya homa ya grippe.

|

Uko na maswali juu ya chanjo?
Zungumuza na muganga
wako. Anaweza kukuongoza
vizuri juu ya machanjo

gani wewe na familia yako
munalazimishwa kupigwa.

Kumbuka hivi: machanjo ni dawa iko salama, ya mafaa, na ya kutunza maisha.
Familia mingi inacna chanjo kama alama ya kitumaini ya miaka ya mbele.
Machanjo ni njia moja bora ya sisi kuweza kujilinda na kulinda familia yetu.
Zungumuza na mganga wako leo!

( NRC-RIM C@RE ‘ Cultural Orientation Resource Exchange
i, o2 MWl = Formore infarmation, visit Sectle In at settleinus.org.

Developmental Milestones in Multiple Languages

The CDC’s Milestone Checklists help families track their child’s development from 2
months to 5 years. These checklists are available in multiple languages and can support
conversations about early learning and growth during home visits.

Available in: Arabic, Brazilian Portuguese, Farsi, French, Haitian Creole, Hindi, Korean,
Simplified Chinese, Somali, Spanish, Tagalog, Vietnamese

(3 See an example of the milestone checklists for ages 6 and 12 months in Haitian

Creole below.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F8zx6no7ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001WV2Qyga11d5cnChh3cAscrByTv_xRvfPPKp07xkT2At8Y-A1Pp6BkLcRoGSEaS5t3XJOX7FwoI8LB_VA3Ayh1u2Ks1mgNocx-DH57A7TOPfxI10yRcDPxkk4fwq59bNhr2U_PKSYV6DDYIk_wUOjYFoFMltiDZ1CZICzScyzhkgO4l0aFlzq2wJUc6T1IMFSUvqcAhG6m8gbNUfJDmYwq3fIyywiHGj-cnvm836Nr3Na3RN8onVDvA%3D%3D%26c%3D4wFedtLUtz4Ga5XyF0Ke_G_wT294TZQqXiYGzo2-PRK8JUwrJA0OEA%3D%3D%26ch%3D8nxwtAKtwZAnplllSB-8BwcCJzOlwvBo-rCHfgZmheEo8-L9XrMsnQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CClevelandK3%40michigan.gov%7C23531ca48e40415ed04e08dde4ab9bb9%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638918147888962791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NmAr0IRmUdk%2BeFVN7yJdy0CVpXt6AF%2BGOHv8AdazB6I%3D&reserved=0

Tibebe ounan 6 mwa Tibebe ounan 12 mwa

NonTibebe s LojTibebes Dt Jodia NonTibebes LsjTibebes Dt Jodia
Etap enpatan yo gen enpétans| Fason tibebe ou an jwe, aprann, pale, ail, ak bouje

0 i P fibebe ou an te atenn
rive nan laj 6 mwa. Nan chak vizit pou imoun ansante, ale avék sa a epi pale ak dokié
tibebe ou an sou etap enpdtan tibebe ou an te atenn ak sa ou ka atann pwochanman.

Etap enpatan yo gen enpdtans! Fason tibebe ou an jwe, aprann, pale, aj, ak bouje

5 i P fioebe ou an fe atenn
five nan laj 12 mwa. Nan chak vizit pou timoun ansante, ale avék sa a epi pale ak dokié
tibebe ou an sou etap enpdtan tibebe ou an te atenn ak sa ou ka atann pwochénman.

Kisa pif tibebe f& rive nan laj sa a: Kisa pifo tibebe fé rive nan laj sa a:

Etap enpdtan Sosyal /Emosyonél Etap enpotan Koyitif Etap enpotan Sosyal /Emosyonel Etap enpotan Koyitif
Konnen moun | abitye (aprann, panse, rezoud pwoblam) Jue: [t avek oU, tankou pat-a-cake (fé bat men ak (aprann, panse, rezoud pwoblém)
:enmﬂ ‘gade 181 li nan yon glas Mete bagay nan bouch i pou eksplore yo chante fimoun) Mete yan bagay nan yon veso, pa egzanp yan blok
i Rive pran yon wet li vie . . . an yon goble
1 Famen po bouch i pou montre i pa vie plis manje Etap enpbtan Langaj/ Kominikasyon Chétche bagay li e wa ou kache, pa gzanp yon jwt
Etap enpotan Langaj/Kominikasyen Voye men pou fé “babay” anba yon dra
D Fizik E = Rele yon paran “mama oswa “papa’ oswa yon kot . )
Tounen fé son aloudews avék ou P P eng Etap enpdtan Mouvman/Devlopman Fizik
Soubln vambee i g e pl s e e — Ml o tastosma g s P 7P /Deviop
Fé bri pésan long Pouse monte ko | avek ora il dwat 16 I sou vant i e B e MisciaT a sa8 KarcE at
P i [l
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O Ranmase bagay ant gwo pous ak dwét endks,
tankou b maso manje

Lbt bagay enpétan pou pataje avék dokté a... Lot bagay enpotan pou pataje avék dokté a...

# Kikek bagay ou menm ak tibehe ou an & ansanm? * Kikek bagay ou menm ak tibebe ou an fé ansanm?

= Kikék bagay tibebe ou an renmen fé? = Ki kitk bagay tibebe ou an renmen fé?

= Eska gen yon bagay ibaba ou an & oswa li pa f8 ki ankyats w? u Eska gan yon bagay tibeba ou an f& cswa li pa & ki ankyets w?
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We're Designing Training for YOU

Tell us how you learn best!

As part of the CQFS Professional Development Project, Tellue how
we are working to strengthen training experiences for you learn
you! We care about making trainings that truly support ﬁ best!
you, which is why we’re asking how you learn best. To

: ' SURVEY
support this goal, we've launched a survey to better
understand your preferences for leaning and what
supports might be helpful to you.

Whether you love hands-on activities, benefit from
visual materials, prefer quiet time to reflect, or something else entirely, we want to
hear from you!




[2 Please take about 10 minutes to complete our Learning Accommodations Survey by
September 1st.

Your feedback will help us design both in-person and virtual training opportunities
that accommodate a variety of learning styles and needs.

Upcoming Events

abls

: Sept. 8, Oct. 20 + 27, Q, .
Eﬁ’,ﬁ"ﬁ Nov. 10 3-4pm ET BN

Somos Latine Families — Free Virtual Series

Join a 4-part virtual conversation series designed by and for Latine families to explore
parenting while navigating the U.S., cultural identity, and community well-being in a
welcoming space. The series is facilitated by Eva Rivera, MSW, Policy Director for Early
Childhood Development at The Children’s Partnership and a National Facilitator with
the Brazelton Touchpoints Center. Each episode covers a timely and meaningful topic,
including:

o Creating safe spaces for immigrant families in early childhood settings (Sept. 8)
o Navigating safety net programs and community wellness resources (Oct. 10)
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e Supporting family mental health with culturally affirming strategies (Oct. 27)
o Raising empowered children while exploring cultural beliefs around gender and
accountability (Nov. 10)

Mondays | Sept. 8, Oct. 10 & 27, Nov. 10
® 3pm-4pm ET
@ Live Spanish translation and captioning included.

Can’t attend live? Register anyway to receive the recordings!

= Learn more and register

.3

A= Conference I }

MI-AIMH .JS?&

TT——

”Wf Y Workshop Proposals

Michigan Association for Infant Mental Health (MI-AIMH)’s 40th Biennial Conference
is Coming!

" From Deep Roots to New Branches: Holding, Healing, and Helping Reimagine Infant
and Early Childhood Mental Health

Join early childhood professionals from across the country for three days of learning,
reflection, and connection. The 2026 conference will explore how to support infants,
young children, and families when it matters most.
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April 27-29, 2026 | Kalamazoo, Ml

=> Learn more

Call for Workshop Proposals

MI-AIMH is accepting proposals for 2-hour workshops at their 2026 Biennial
Conference. This year’s theme invites reflection on the healing power of connection to
ourselves, one another, systems, and the infants and families we support.

Workshops may be clinical, applied, or research-based, and should explore topics like
early development, trauma, challenging behaviors, at-risk families, diversity, policy, and
more—with an emphasis on integrative, multidisciplinary approaches.

Key Dates:
Proposal Deadline: November 7, 2025
@5 Decisions Announced: December 11, 2025

= Submit your proposal

Newcomer Community
Collaboratives

Connect with Your Local Newcomer Community Collaboratives
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Newcomer Community Collaboratives bring together organizations, service
providers, and community leaders to support newcomers. They work to improve
access to essential services like healthcare, education, employment, and housing,
while promoting inclusion and cultural understanding.

If you're a home visiting provider looking for local resources to support
immigrants and refugees, here’s how to connect with your local newcomer

collaborative:

." Mid Michigan - Immigrant Refugee Resource Collaborative

e Contact via their online contact form for more information
e Ingham & Eaton Counties

)ﬁ\kjﬁ Southeast Michigan - Southeast Michigan Refugee Collaborative

e

Vs 4  Sign up for their newsletter, join the collaborative, or request
a meeting

e Macomb, Oakland, Washtenaw, & Wayne Counties

g/ . 1s i
3"&.‘{-} Southwest Michigan - Kalamazoo Refugee Resource Collaborative
\ﬁrr » Reach out via the contact page or subscribe to their newsletter

on the home page
e Kalamazoo & Calhoun Counties

West Michigan - West Michigan Welcome Plan Collaborative

e Subscribe to their newsletter
e Kent & Ottawa Counties

Northern Michigan Welcoming Network

e Coming soon!
e Grand Traverse, Emmet, Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboygan

Counties & more
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Celebrating Newcomers

Celebrating Refugee Voices in Our Communities

Detroit restaurant owner and refugee Hamissi Mamba shares his powerful journey
from Burundi to building a new life and business in Michigan. In this short video,
Mamba reflects on arriving in Detroit in 2015, living in the Freedom House shelter, and
finding belonging in a city that welcomed him and his family. Today, he and his wife co-
own Baobab Fare, a vibrant restaurant that celebrates East African culture and cuisine.

About RSoC

The Refugee Systems of Care (RSoC) project helps build stronger support systems for
home visiting programs that serve refugee and newcomer families with young children.
The project's goals are to:

e Help more refugee families connect with home visiting
services.
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e Support programs in providing high-quality, culturally
responsive care.

e Strengthen partnerships between home visiting programs and
refugee-serving organizations.
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Center for Healthy Communities

The Refugee Systems of Care Project is funded by the Michigan Department of Labor & Economic
Opportunity.

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF

LABOR & ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITY

The Center for Quality Family Support's mission is to deliver empowering and compassionate
support to home visiting providers resulting in high-quality family support services.

Our communication for the Maternal Infant Health Program has been streamlined to a single
email address and phone number. Please forward all email to MIHP@michigan.gov. For

further assistance, contact the state office @ 1-833-MI4-MIHP (1-833-644-6447). Thank you.
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