Enhancing Partnerships to Prevent Maternal Mortality and Morbidity in Michigan
Michigan Maternal Mortality Surveillance (MMMS) Mini Award Application Information

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
Lifecourse Epidemiology and Genomics Division
Maternal and Child Health Epidemiology Section
Summary
Maternal mortality is a key indicator of the quality of women’s health and health care. Every maternal death represents not just the loss of a

woman'’s life, but the impact of that loss on her family and community. Each year in Michigan, 80-90 people die while pregnant or within the
year following pregnancy. This mini grant opportunity aims to improve health outcomes for pregnant and parenting people in Michigan.

The Michigan Maternal Mortality Surveillance (MMMS) of the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is soliciting
applications from organizations that serve pregnant and parenting families (for example, community based organizations) who share the goal of

making pregnancy and childbirth safer within their region, county or city. Applicants must apply by Friday, August 29, 2025, 5:00 PM (EST).

MDHHS anticipates granting between 1-2 awards of up to $90,000. More than one application may be submitted. This award can support
existing or new initiatives.

Program Requirements

Grants are intended to expand access to culturally responsive, community-based care by supporting established organizations with a
demonstrated commitment to this work. Funded organizations will be expected to implement activities aligned with the following Maternal
Mortality Review Committee Recommendations:

e Addresses pregnancy at its intersection with mental health, sexual abuse, intimate partner violence (IPV), trauma, substance use, and/
or chronic health conditions, as well as its increased occurrence in populations of birthing persons who are most vulnerable and
marginalized.

e Provides holistic and comprehensive support to pregnant and/ or postpartum individuals through wraparound services.

Note:
e This award can support new or existing initiatives that are aligned to the MMMS recommendations.
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e Recipients of this award must demonstrate progress toward the achievement of measurable outcomes. MDHHS will work with awarded
grantees to establish performance indicators for each of the funded initiatives/activities.

Funded projects may:

e Support efforts that connect birthing people to critical support services, including promoting the availability of language-accessible
services and materials (e.g., linkage to peer support specialists, care coordinators, community navigators, doula care, midwives and
etcetera).

e Increase public awareness of mental health and substance use disorder resources.

e Strengthen partnerships with domestic violence/sexual assault prevention organizations to improve access to comprehensive, trauma-
informed care for pregnant and parenting individuals.

e Expand access to wraparound services for mothers and fathers during the perinatal period, including services that address social
determinants of health (e.g., connecting families to resources such as 2-1-1).

e Improve coordination and referral pathways between health providers to social support services to ensure timely and holistic care.

Available Funding:

On a competitive basis, 1-2 awards of up to $90,000 will be awarded to organizations that support efforts aimed at improving health outcomes
for pregnant and parenting people within their region, county or city. Funding for this project has been made available through a grant award to
the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). If this CDC funding to
MDHHS is reduced or eliminated at any point during the project period, the funding for these 1-2 awarded projects will need to be reduced or
eliminated as well.

Grant Period:
Grants will begin on December 1, 2025. Funded activities must be completed by September 29, 2026.

Applicants Must:

Implement activities that support one of actions listed under the program requirements. This award can support new or existing initiatives that
are aligned with the program requirements.

Applications Submission:
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Interested applicants should submit a completed application at: https://mimaternalmortality.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3pxFindQdJ58BtY.
Completed applications must be submitted by 5:00 pm EST on Friday, August 29, 2025. The project period will run from December 1, 2025 —
September 29, 2026.

You will be notified by email on or before September 8, 2025, regardless of if you were awarded.

Agencies Awarded Funds Must:

e Submit a final project workplan and budget by Friday, September 12, 2025.
e Submit required financial status reports (FSR).
e At least one representative from the grant team must attend grantee check-in meetings and one Michigan Maternal Mortality
Surveillance (MMMS) Recommendations Workgroup Meeting.
e Complete the activities indicated in the project workplan by September 29, 2026.
e Submit a final report by October 31, 2026.
o Summarize key program accomplishments and describe any changes, if any, that were made to the project that differ from the
application.
o Include examples and/or documentation of products, policies, events developed and implemented through grant funds.

Use of Grant Funds:

Grant funds may be used for project staff salaries, supplies and other direct expenses. However, priority will be given to applications that do not
allocate the majority of the grant towards staff salaries. We are particularly interested in supporting programmatic activities. All deliverables,
including documents resulting from grant activities, must be developed during the grant period. Grant funds may not be used for lobbying.

Recipients of this award will be expected to implement activities that support one of the three MMMS recommendations listed under the
program requirements.

Contact Information for Questions:

Melissa Limon-Flegler

Michigan Maternal Mortality Surveillance Program Coordinator
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services

Phone: (517) 284-4230

Email: LimonfleglerM1@Michigan.gov
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Review Criteria

Criteria

Eligible Points for Review Criteria

Applicant’s proposal supports program requirements.

6

Applicant identifies at least one project lead and includes contact 4
(i.e., email and phone number) for this individual.

Degree to which applicant completes all sections of the proposal 6
application.

Degree to which the proposal identifies a need for the funding. 2
Submission of a detailed budget. 2
Feasibility of achieving project objectives within the estimated 4
schedule and budget.

Total 24

*Regional distribution of these awards will be taken into account to ensure equitable funding distribution.

Key Dates:

Activity

Completion Date

Open application date

September 16, 2024

Deadline for receipt of proposals. Proposals must be submitted
electronically via this online application at:

https://mimaternalmortality.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3pxFindQdJ58BtY

August 29, 2025

Notification of awards

September 8, 2025

Final project workplans and budgets for funded organizations due

September 12, 2025

Project begins

December 1, 2025

Project ends

September 29, 2026

Final report and deliverables due

October 31, 2026
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