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Reminder: January COP Webinar

The January Community of Practice webinar will be on Tuesday, January 6 from 1:00
p-m. - 2:30 p.m. Topic: Infant Safe Sleep, How to Support Families," presented by Colleen
Nelson MDHHS Infant Safe Sleep Program Coordinator.

**Please note the meeting link has changed.

CLICK HERE to register for the January COP Webinar!
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Updated MIHP Program Forms

In order to align language with current MIHP Operations guidance and to improve overall
accuracy, a few forms and/or the instruction pages have been updated and posted to the
website (see below). MIHP providers may continue to use the current versions until
otherwise programmed into the agency’s EHR system or program implementation in
2026. It will not be a citation to continue to use the current version. However, please work
with your IT department to integrate the new forms/instructions by August 1, 2026.

e Consent to Participate (Maternal and Infant - Spanish and Arabic) — Instructions
only updated 12-2025

¢ Maternal Forms Checklist and Infant Forms Checklist — Updated 12-2025

e Plan of Care 3 — Updated 12-2025

Maternal Infant Health Summit

SAV E _',‘ ’ MATERNAL INFANT
DATE!

July 15-16

2026

The Maternal Infant Health Summit (MIHS) has become the must-attend gathering for
champions of maternal, infant, and family health—selling out year after year and igniting
momentum across Michigan and beyond. Now in its 9th year, the Summit brings together
a powerful, multidisciplinary network of national and statewide leaders who are shaping
the future of care for mothers, infants and babies, and advancing healthy births.

This vibrant summit is more than a meeting—it’s a driving force for change. Here,
innovative ideas spark action, stories inspire change, and collaboration fuels
breakthroughs. Together, we elevate the voices of families and communities, celebrating
them as the changemakers and leaders at the heart of this work.
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Michigan’s MIHS stands as a catalyst for innovation and transformation— confronting
long-standing challenges, breaking down barriers to health, and driving bold, actionable
solutions.

NOW OPEN: CALL FOR PROPOSALS

Presenters are encouraged to submit a proposal to speak at the MIHS because your
voice can help shape a healthier future for Michigan families—and because this Summit is
where Michigan’s brightest ideas become momentum for change.

Thank you for being part of this powerful effort to advance the health and vitality of
Michigan families!

Please contact Heather Boyd, BoydH1@michigan.qgov, with proposal questions.
Stay tuned for more conference details coming soon! Participant tickets will be
available starting March 2026. Be sure to check our website MIHealthSummit.com
for updates.

MDHHS issues statement on hepatitis B vaccine

December 05, 2025

LANSING, Mich. — Vaccines play a critical role in the prevention and control of infectious
diseases and have led to the eradication of several diseases and significant reductions in
illnesses and fatalities. The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services strongly
disagrees with the decision made by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices
today to delay the hepatitis B birth dose and urges families and providers to follow the
immunization schedules from the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American
Academy of Family Physicians.
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Nearly 1.6 million people in the United States are estimated to be chronically infected with
hepatitis B virus, with about half not realizing they have the virus. Infection can be
transmitted through casual contact with blood or certain body fluids, including through
contact sports, sharing of towels, toothbrushes or razors and contaminated medical
equipment. The hepatitis B virus causes 22,000 infections and 2,000 deaths annually
across the U.S.

Hepatitis B attacks the liver, and about 90% of infants infected at birth develop chronic
hepatitis B infection, with 1 in 4 of these children dying prematurely from liver disease.
Proven to be safe and effective in its use over the past 20 years, since the universal
hepatitis B vaccination at birth was adopted in 2002, hepatitis B disease among children
and adolescents has virtually been eliminated. According to studies, delaying the birth
dose of hepatitis B vaccine will lead to new infections and lifelong disease for tens of
thousands of children.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: State’s Chief
Medical Executive makes Standing
Recommendation regarding children’s vaccines

Michigan Department or Health & Human Services

M&DHHS

Michigan Department or Health & Human Services

Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Dec. 18, 2025

CONTACT: Laina Stebbins, 517-241-2112, StebbinsL@michigan.gov

State’s Chief Medical Executive makes Standing Recommendation regarding
children’s vaccines Advises health care providers to follow AAP or AAFP schedules

LANSING, Mich. - Michigan’s Chief Medical Executive Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian has
issued a Standing Recommendation regarding children’s vaccines, advising health care
providers and families to follow the child and adolescent immunization schedule produced
by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) or the American Academy of Family
Physicians (AAFP).
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“Public health experts across the country, including myself, are not in agreement with
recent federal vaccine recommendations,” said Bagdasarian. “For decades, vaccines
have played a critical role in the prevention and control of infectious diseases and have
led to the elimination of several diseases and significant reductions in ilinesses and
fatalities. As the state’s chief medical executive, it is my duty to protect and promote
public health, and | find the vaccine schedule recommendations produced by the AAP and
AAFP well-evidenced and based on rigorous review. This Standing Recommendation will
help encourage vaccine accessibility and availability in Michigan.”

Bagdasarian made the Standing Recommendation in consultation with the Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) Division of Immunization. The
recommendation should not supersede clinical judgement in decision making with
individual patients. Families should consult with their health care providers if they have
questions.

While Michigan has previously looked to the Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP) for vaccine recommendations, ACIP is an advisory body that Michigan is
not bound to follow. Michigan is one of more than a dozen states that also includes New
York, Pennsylvania, Maine and California that now refers to immunization schedules from
the AAP and other national medical organizations, including AAFP and the American
College of Obstetrics and Gynecology (ACOG), as the standards of care for immunization
practices. In October, the Michigan Advisory Committee on Immunizations approved a
resolution endorsing adoption of these immunization schedules.

In her recommendation, Bagdasarian stated, “Employing these schedules will contribute
to the advancement of the health of Michigan’s residents and prevent severe, potentially
fatal, negative outcomes. | encourage health care providers, health care systems and
health care payers to limit barriers to vaccine access where possible.”

Key medical experts from the Michigan Children’s Hospital Collaborative (CHC) and the
Michigan chapters of the AAP (MIAAP) and the Academy of Family Physicians (MAFP)
agree.

“The MAFP strongly supports MDHHS and chief medical executive Dr. Natasha
Bagdasarian's guidance advising physicians, members of the clinical care team and
families to follow the AAP, ACOG and AAFP’s recommended immunization schedules,
including universal hepatitis B vaccination at birth,” said Dr. Bashar Yalldo, MD, FAAFP,
MAFP president. “Routine childhood immunizations, including the hepatitis B birth dose,
are supported by decades of real-world data and an exceptional safety record. The MAFP
encourages parents to follow evidence-based medical guidance and to speak with their
family physician about protecting their newborns, families and communities.”

“The MIAPP affirms its strong support for MDHHS and its continued commitment to
evidence-based public health policy. We commend MDHHS for upholding the AAP’s
longstanding recommendation that all newborns receive the hepatitis B vaccine at birth, a
proven and essential measure to prevent severe illness and long-term complications,”
said Dr. Joseph Fakhoury, MD, FAAP, MIAPP president. “Recent national discussions
have generated questions and concern, yet no new evidence justifies weakening this
critical protection for infants. Michigan’s public health leaders have remained focused on
what is clear and well established: newborn hepatitis B vaccination saves lives. MIAAP
stands firmly with MDHHS and with pediatricians statewide as we provide families with
consistent, science-driven guidance. Our shared priority remains the same: ensuring the
health, safety and well-being of every child in Michigan.”
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In a statement, CHC clinical leaders Dr. Matthew Denenberg, chief of pediatrics at
Corewell Health Children's; Dr. Kim Monroe, chief clinical officer at Mott Children's
Hospital; Dr. Robert Fitzgerald, president of Corewell Health Helen DeVos Children's
Hospital; Dr. Marcus DeGraw, chair of pediatrics at Henry Ford St. John Children's
Hospital; Dr. Mike Fiore, medical director of the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit at Covenant
Hospital; Dr. Uzma Shah, system chair of pediatrics at Henry Ford Health System; and Dr.
Jacques Burgess, system pediatric medical director at Munson Health, expressed strong
support:

“As pediatric physicians, we know too well the devastating effects hepatitis B, pertussis,
measles and other vaccine preventable diseases (VPD) can have on babies and young
children. We consult with families each day who are navigating complex medical systems
and making incredibly difficult decisions for their children. So, when it comes to advising
these families, we must equip them with assurance and guidance rooted in the most
rigorous and up-to-date scientific evidence. This is why, as clinical leaders in Michigan’s
Children’s Hospital Collaborative, we strongly support Dr. Bagdasarian's Standing
Recommendation, advising our state's health care providers to refer to the AAP’s child
and adolescent immunization schedule when caring for infants and children. By following
the AAP's schedule, Michigan providers will be able to confidently administer safe and
effective vaccines. This will help protect infants and children from VPDs, keep our most
vulnerable little ones out of the NICUs and emergency departments, and ultimately, save
more children’s and infant’s lives — and there is nothing of greater importance.”

For more information, visit the Immunization Recommendations for Michigan webpage.

Standing Recommendation on Vaccine Schedules Dec 2025.pdf

MI-AIMH and MIHP

Thank you to everyone who joined our December MIHP Community of Practice
webinar. The recording and PowerPoint are available on the MIHP website
https://www.michigan.gov/mihp/providers/current-mihp-providers/provider-training/mihp-
community-of-practice-webinars

We’d also like to share an article from our collaborators at the Michigan Association for
Infant Mental Health (MI-AIMH)

The Infant Crier — A critical resource for practitioners of every kind in the infant family field
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Professional Development Registration OPEN!
FAN (Facilitating Attuned Interactions)
Informational Webinar

We invite you to start 2026 with an opportunity to attend a one-hour informational session
for supervisors and lead home visitors about the FAN (Facilitating Attuned Interactions)
model. The FAN is a powerful, relationship-centered framework that supports staying
regulated, attuned, and responsive to those we support and what they need in the
moment. This session will offer an overview of the model, and how it strengthens
reflective capacity and builds more grounded interactions.

This session will introduce the structure and purpose of the upcoming FAN training series.
The training will be offered to supervisors, coordinators and lead home visitors first,
then expand to other home visitors in the program you support. The goal is to ensure you
feel grounded in the model, confident in using it, and well-prepared to support your home
visitors as they begin their own FAN training later in the year.

The FAN training series has a unique structure and includes some practice-based
learning. The informational session will describe the series, participant expectations, and
offer a space for you to ask questions about the framework.

Click here to register for the virtual information session that will take place on January 16,
2026, 9am-10am.

The FAN training is a four-part series that will be held on February 6, 13, 20 and 27 from
12:30-3:30pm. Registration for the series will open following the Informational Session.

Registration Questions: Contact Angie Pearcy at apearcy@mphi.org or 989-439-5967
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Webinar - Examining Safe Infant Sleep Practices
in the Context of Complicated Lives: Findings
from Michigan PRAMS - Recording Now
Available

Did you miss "Examining Safe Infant Sleep Practices in the Context of Complicated Lives:
Findings from Michigan PRAMS" in our Infant Safe Sleep Webinar Series? No problem!
The recording is now available on our website.

We are pleased to announce the next webinar in our Infant Safe Sleep Webinar Series.

Title: Examining Safe Infant Sleep Practices in the Context of Complicated Lives:
Findings from Michigan PRAMS

Presenter: Pete Haak, MDHHS PRAMS Analyst

Description: As our knowledge base around best practices for safe infant sleep has
grown, so too has the complexity of safe sleep recommendations. Safe sleep practices
that seem straightforward to professionals must be implemented by new parents in the
midst of their complicated lives. Together we will explore a number of individual and
cumulative maternal life stressors and examine their relationship with adherence to safe
sleep practices.

If you have any questions, please email the Infant Safe Sleep Program at MDHHS-
InfantSafeSleep@michigan.gov.
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Videos You Can Use - New Video Now Available

Videos can be a powerful tool in promoting infant safe sleep. Check out the new video
Building Blocks of Infant Safe Sleep and other videos to share with families and to use
them to promote infant safe sleep on your organization’s social media platform, website,
and more:
e Building Blocks of Infant Safe Sleep - covers the infant safe sleep guidelines and
why each one is recommended.
e Plan Ahead for Infant Safe Sleep - covers what to do to prepare for safe sleep for
baby.
e Preparing for Infant Safe Sleep: What to Do When You Are Tired - covers what
parents can do to prepare for safe sleep when tired and caring for baby.
e How do you know if products are safe for infant sleep? - covers how to know if a
product is safe for infant safe.

Go to Videos You Can Use to find other videos from MDHHS and our partners. For more
information on Infant Safe Sleep, go to Michigan.gov/SafeSleep.

It's Not Too Late: Protect Your Pregnant Families
and This Influenza Season

December is the perfect opportunity to remind families that there is still time to protect
themselves and their infants from the flu this season. The 2024-25 influenza season was
classified as a severe respiratory virus season with high levels of seasonal influenza infections
across the United States, making it the first severe respiratory virus season since the 2017-18
season. We also observed the second-highest number of pediatric influenza-associated
deaths since the COVID-19 pandemic, a figure that exceeded the previous high for a
nonpandemic season. Despite this risk, influenza vaccination rates among pregnant
people continue to decline from previous seasons. CDC data show that influenza
vaccination coverage was 10.1 percentage points lower in the 2023-24 season (47.4%) than
prepandemic coverage in the 2019-20 season (57.5%). The flu vaccine is safe and reduces
the risk of illness and flu-related hospitalization. ACOG’s Maternal Immunization Task Force
strongly continues to recommend that all adults receive an annual influenza vaccine and that
everyone who is planning to become pregnant or is currently pregnant during influenza season
receives an inactivated influenza vaccine. An offer of a vaccine from a health care professional
plays an integral role in increasing flu vaccination coverage among patients.

Maternal Immunization Resources:

ACNM — Immunization Resources for Providers
AAFP — Immunizations and Vaccines

AWHONN - Vaccinations Save Lives

ACOG - Physician Tools and Patient Resources
NPWH — Maternal Health Immunization Toolkit
SMFM - Vaccination Guide for Pregnancy
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WE WISH YOU A

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Previously Released
MIHP Updates

To review any previously released MIHP
Biweekly Updates, they can be found by

visiting the MIHP webpage
Michigan.gov/MIHP

Biweekly Update
Topic Submission

If you have suggestions for topics to be
addressed in future additions of the MIHP
Biweekly Update, please submit your
ideas here.

MDHHS Publications

Sign up here to receive program updates
and communications.

Coordinator Directory
Please click here to access the most
recent Coordinator Directory. MIHP

Coordinator Directory

Our communication for the Maternal Infant Health Program has been streamlined to a single
email address and phone number. Please forward all email to MIHP@michigan.gov. For

further assistance, contact the state office @ 1-833-MI4-MIHP (1-833-644-6447). Thank you.
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