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2026 Maternal Infant Health Summit 
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Division of Maternal and Infant 
Health is excited to announce that the 2026 Maternal Infant Health Summit will be held on 
July 15-16, at Saginaw Valley State University in Saginaw, MI. 

The summit is a gathering for champions of maternal, infant, and family health—selling 
out year after year and igniting momentum across Michigan and beyond. The summit 
brings together a powerful, multidisciplinary network of national and statewide leaders 
who are shaping the future of care for mothers, infants and babies, and advancing healthy 
births. 

Register now by clicking here! 

Registration is open until June 26, 2026, however there are limited spots available on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Register early to secure your spot! 

Doulas receive a discounted registration fee. Please select "doula" in the 
registration form to receive this discount.  

Visit the conference website for the most up to date information – 
https://mihealthsummit.com/ 

Sponsor and exhibitor registration is now open for the 2026 Maternal Infant Health 
Summit. 

For inquiries or registration assistance, please contact Heather Boyd 
(BoydH1@michigan.gov). 

   

 

April 2026 Nurture Report 
Infant sleep practices are deeply shaped by culture, family traditions, and lived 
experiences, making respectful, culturally responsive engagement essential in-home 
visiting. By building trust and honoring family values, home visitors can effectively connect 
these practices to American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) safe sleep guidelines to support 
both cultural integrity and infant safety. 

The April Nuture Report will feature AAP safe sleep practices that honor cultural 
traditions. 
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Proposed Medicaid Policy 2608-Maternal  
& 2609-Maternal  

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services periodically issues notices of 
proposed policy. These documents inform interested parties of proposed changes in 
Michigan Medicaid policy. 

Proposed policy must undergo a public comment period before becoming final. The 
notices provide a way for interested parties to comment on proposed policy. People may 
comment by electronic or postal mail before the comment due date. Notice contents are, 
in effect, a draft. They do not represent official Medicaid policy. 

The following proposed policies have been issued for public comment: 

• 2608-Maternal - Coverage of Planned Homebirth Services and Update to 
Medicaid Covered Doula Services 

• 2609-Maternal - Fee-for-Service Coverage of Licensed Midwifery Services 

Comments may be forwarded to the e-mail noted on the policy's transmittal sheet. 

Proposed Medicaid policies may be accessed here on the MDHHS website. 

• 2608-Maternal-P.pdf 
• 2609-Maternal-P.pdf 
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Free Interactive Training on Using Cultural 
Humility in Home Visiting 

 

 
Do you work with newcomer families through early childhood home visiting? Looking to 
strengthen your approach to culturally responsive care and build more meaningful, trust-
centered relationships with families? This training is for you! 
 

The Refugee Systems of Care (RSoC) project invites you to join us for a free, interactive 
training on Using Cultural Humility in Home Visiting. This session is designed to deepen 
your understanding of cultural humility and provide practical tools you can use to support 
authentic engagement with families. 
 
What you’ll learn: 

• What cultural humility is and why it matters when working with newcomer families  
• The differences between cultural competency, cultural humility, and cultural 

flexing 
• How to apply cultural humility through real-life home visiting scenarios  
• Practical strategies to prepare for visits with a culturally responsive, curiosity-

driven approach 
 

Training details: 
• When: Thursday, May 21, 2026 
• Time: 2:00–3:00 pm EST 
• Where: Virtual via Zoom 
• Cost: Free 

 
CEUs: This training offers 1 continuing education unit for nursing, social work, and 
community health workers. To receive CEUs, participants must attend the full live session 
and complete the required post-test evaluation. 
 
Can’t make it live?  No worries! The session will be recorded and shared on the CQFS 
website. 
 

Register here:  👉👉 bit.ly/rsoc52126 
 
Questions?  Contact Stormie Drake at sdrake@mphi.org or call/text 269-675-0443 
We hope you’ll join for an hour of learning, reflection, and practical tools you can use right 
away in your home visits! 
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Michigan Investigation of Chemical Exposures 
during Pregnancy (MICEP) Project 

 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services has launched the MICEP 
project. 

MICEP measures arsenic, mercury, lead and per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) 
in the blood and urine of those who are pregnant and live in certain areas of the state. 
MICEP will determine whether amounts of these chemicals are different during pregnancy 
compared to the United States and Michigan populations. 

MICEP is recruiting participants who are 18 years of age or older, pregnant with a single 
baby and who live in select ZIP Codes. The ZIP Codes are in Wayne, Cass, Kent, 
Genesee and Calhoun County. 

For more information, or to see if you are eligible, visit Michigan.gov/DEHBio and click on 
“MICEP.” 
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Inclined Sleepers 
In 2019, the Consumer Product Safety Commission announced recalls of several inclined 
sleepers after infant deaths were reported. In 2022, the Safe Sleep Babies Act made the 
manufacture and sale of inclined sleepers illegal in the United States. Inclined sleepers 
are products designed for infants up to one year old and have an inclined sleep surface of 
greater than 10 degrees. 

A new research article, summarized in a video abstract, demonstrates that deaths 
continue to be reported even after the products were recalled. An accompanying AAP 
Journals Blog post discusses how despite recalls and legislation, these types of products 
are still being used.   

Learn More Federal bans and Consumer Product Safety Commission safety standards 
have helped improve the safety of infant sleep products. However, older products are still 
available online, second-hand or as hand-me-downs. Review the Infant Safe Sleep 
Products page to learn more about different infant sleep products, safety standards and 
unsafe sleep spaces that continue to be available despite bans.. 
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MDHHS Recommends Early Measles Vaccine 

 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) issued a new 
recommendation for children ages 6 to 11 months in certain counties to receive an early 
dose of the MMR vaccine last week. This recommendation, currently in effect through 
May 16, 2026, comes in response to rising measles cases and concerns about community 
transmission.  

The recommendation applies to residents of Washtenaw, Monroe, Wayne, Oakland, 
Jackson, Livingston, and Lenawee counties, as well as people who travel to Washtenaw 
and Monroe counties.  

Any updates to this recommendation will be posted on the MDHHS measles webpage. 
Infants ages 6 to 11 months of age who receive an accelerated first dose will require two 
additional doses of the MMR vaccine after 12 months of age to complete the series.  

Providers and advocates, find additional measles education content and sign up for 
updates from the Michigan Association for Local Public Health, with options in English, 
Spanish, and Arabic. 
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Free naloxone kits available at local MDHHS 
offices 

Overdose reversal medication has been instrumental in overdose death reductions.  

LANSING, Mich. – To help save lives and reduce overdose deaths, the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is providing free naloxone, 
medication that reverses opioid overdoses, at its local offices across the state.   

“Naloxone has already saved thousands of lives in Michigan, and we want to get this life-
saving medication into as many hands as possible to help prevent overdose deaths,” said 
Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian, chief medical executive. “Naloxone has played 
a critical role in the state’s decline in overdose deaths, including a 35% decrease since 
2023. That’s not just a statistic, it’s our neighbors, our family members and our friends 
whose lives have been saved.”   

Increased investments in substance use disorder prevention, treatment, recovery and 
harm reduction have been made possible in large part due to opioid settlement 
dollars. Through this funding, MDHHS is providing free naloxone kits at its local offices to 
help expand the availability of this life-saving medication.   

Michigan is slated to receive more than $1.8 billion from national opioid settlements by 
2040, with half being distributed to the State of Michigan Opioid Healing and Recovery 
Fund and the other half being distributed directly to county, city and township 
governments across the state.   

Michigan residents can visit their local MDHHS office during business hours to request 
free naloxone kits while supplies last. Naloxone is a stable medication and has proven to 
withstand a variety of storage conditions. It is easy to use, allowing anyone to respond to 
an overdose situation, and Michigan’s Good Samaritan Law protects anyone who 
administers naloxone.  

Michigan has distributed more than 1.7 million naloxone kits and recorded more 
than 34,000 overdose reversals since the 2020 launch of Michigan’s Naloxone Direct 
Portal, an online portal that provides the opioid overdose reversal medication at no charge 
to community groups  

Free naloxone kits can also be obtained at:  

• Harm reduction agencies.  
• Vending machines.  
• Local pharmacies.   
• Via mail order.  

For more information about SUD resources, visit Michigan.gov/SUD.    
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: MDHHS encourages 
residents to get tested during STI Awareness Week 

 

Press Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 13, 2026 

CONTACT: Laina Stebbins, 517-241-2112, StebbinsL@michigan.gov 

MDHHS encourages residents to get tested during STI Awareness Week Cases of 
symptomatic, infectious syphilis increased 50% over last decade 

LANSING, Mich. – As part of Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) Awareness Week, 
April 12-18, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) reminds 
residents to advocate for their sexual health and get tested for STIs regularly. Syphilis is a 
key focus this year, and MDHHS is emphasizing the importance of awareness, early 
detection and timely treatment. 

“Syphilis is preventable and treatable,” said Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian, chief medical 
executive. “Regular testing, open conversations with partners and providers, and timely 
treatment are critical to protecting your health and preventing serious complications. 
Taking these steps is essential to reversing current trends and safeguarding the health of 
our communities.” 

In Michigan, preliminary 2025 data show that rates of symptomatic and infectious syphilis 
have increased 50% over the past 10 years. If left untreated, syphilis can affect one’s 
organs and nervous system, and increase the risk of acquiring other STIs, including 
HIV.  While most syphilis cases occur among gay and bisexual men, the proportion of 
syphilis cases among straight men and women has risen rapidly. 

There also has been an increase in syphilis among pregnant women, leading to a rise in 
congenital syphilis. Congenital syphilis occurs when the infection passes to babies during 
pregnancy. If left untreated, this can lead to serious health complications for the baby, 
including death. There were 58 congenital syphilis cases reported in 2024, which was the 
highest total number of cases in Michigan in more than 30 years. 

Syphilis testing and treatment are available at little to no cost through local health 
departments and other providers. MDHHS encourages residents to get tested for syphilis 
regularly if they are sexually active. To prevent cases of congenital syphilis, pregnant 
women should seek early prenatal care with recommended syphilis screening in the first 
and third trimesters to help ensure timely treatment and partner notification when 
diagnosed. 
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In addition, doxycycline post-exposure prophylaxis (doxy PEP) is an emerging prevention 
strategy that may reduce the chances of acquiring syphilis among some individuals when 
taken within 24 hours and no longer than 72 hours after a potential exposure. Doxy PEP 
should be considered in consultation with a health care provider as part of a 
comprehensive sexual health care approach. For more information 
visit Michigan.gov/doxyPEP.  

More information about syphilis testing, treatment, prevention resources and partner 
services are available by visiting the MDHHS Stop Syphilis website. Information and 
resources on other STIs can be found at Michigan.gov/HIVSTI. 

  

STI Awareness Week 2026 press release.pdf 

   

Upcoming State of Michigan (SOM) Holidays 
May 25 
June 19 
July 3 

September 7 
November 3 
November 11 

November 26 and 27 
December 24 and 25 

December 31 

   

Previously Released 
MIHP Updates 

To review any previously released MIHP 
Biweekly Updates, they can be found by 

visiting the MIHP webpage 
Michigan.gov/MIHP 

 

Biweekly Update Topic 
Submission 

If you have suggestions for topics to be 
addressed in future additions of the MIHP 

Biweekly Update, please submit your 
ideas here. 

   

MDHHS Publications 
Sign up here to receive program updates 

and communications. 

 

Coordinator Directory 
Please click here to access the most 
recent Coordinator Directory. MIHP 

Coordinator Directory 

   

Our communication for the Maternal Infant Health Program has been streamlined to a single 
email address and phone number. Please forward all email to MIHP@michigan.gov.  For 

further assistance, contact the state office @ 1-833-MI4-MIHP (1-833-644-6447). Thank you. 
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