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Reminder: April COP!

The April Community of Practice webinar will be on Wednesday, April 8 from 9:00
a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Topic: Doula Panel, presented by Chelsea Low Darling and Lisa
Whitner from the MDHHS Women and Maternal Health Section.

CLICK HERE to register for the April COP Webinar!
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American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists (ACOG) Updated Guidance on
COVID-19 Vaccine in Pregnancy

ACOG has updated its Practice Advisory on COVID-19 vaccination , emphasizing
that while federal recommendations and messaging on the vaccine have changed,
the underlying science has not.

Pregnant people face a higher risk of severe COVID-19. Vaccination during
pregnancy has a strong safety record and has been shown to not only protect the
pregnant person but also provide critical protection to the infant after birth.

ACOG’s recommendations reflect a large and growing body of research and data
regarding the safety and benefits of COVID-19 immunization. Based on that evidence,
ACOG continues to recommend COVID-19 vaccination as routine preventive care.

Click here to Read the Practice Advisory
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Gov. Whitmer and MiLEAP Announce Record Enroliment in PreK for All
Free PreK for All is lowering costs for parents, putting more kids on track for a bright
future

LANSING, Mich. — Today, at the Henry Doerr Early Childhood Center in

Saginaw, Governor Gretchen Whitmer announced nearly 55,000 children are enrolled
in the Great Start Readiness Program, the state’s primary PreK for All program,
statewide as of January 2026. This milestone marks the highest enrollment in the
program’s history and Michigan more than doubled the number of children served
since 2021. PreK for All is available to all Michigan families, regardless of income
level, saving them an estimated $14,000 per year on child care costs.

“Every kid deserves a strong start, and we’re working together to help more families
access free preK,” said Governor Gretchen Whitmer. “Thanks to our hard work and
historic investments, nearly 55,000 Michigan children are enrolled in the Great Start
Readiness Program. Free preK saves families $14,000 annually and helps more kids
walk into kindergarten ready to learn, grow, and read. PreK is a key pillar of my
historic Every Child Reads plan to boost literacy across Michigan. Enroliment is now
open for the 2026-27 school year and parents can sign up today to take advantage of
this opportunity, no matter their income. Together, let's keep building on this progress
so more children can get a strong start.”

“Our children’s futures matter, and we’re proud of the progress we’ve made to expand
access to PreK for All across Michigan,” said Dr. Beverly Walker-Griffea, director of
MILEAP. “This free program is helping more children build the foundation for lifelong
success while providing meaningful cost relief for families. By offering a range of early
learning options, including GSRP, we’re ensuring families can find a

setting that meets their child’s needs and enroll in a program that works for them.”

Demand continues to grow as more Michigan families enroll their 4-year-olds in PreK
programs across the state. Compared to October 2025, GSRP enrollment has
increased by more than 4,000 children and has already surpassed last year’s total
enrollment, according to preliminary reports from intermediate school districts.

Enroliment is now open to families with children who will be 4 years old by December
1 to sign up for no-cost, high-quality PreK for the upcoming school year. Available
options include GSRP, Head Start, developmental kindergarten, and early childhood
special education. Part-time and full-time options are available, and transportation is
offered in some areas.
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“We’re seeing more families enroll their children in our early learning programs
because they recognize the strong start it provides,” said Dr. Ramont M. Roberts,
superintendent of Saginaw Public Schools. “These programs provide a safe and
supportive environment where students can learn from highly qualified teachers,
receive free and nutritious meals, and build critical social skills alongside early
reading, science, and math. It's giving our youngest learners a strong

foundation and a true excitement for learning from the very beginning. Continued
investment in PreK for All will help ensure more children can benefit from these
programs so that they are prepared and ready to succeed when they enter
kindergarten.”

“Opportunity begins early, and Michigan is rising to meet that moment,”

said state Rep. Amos O’Neal (D-Saginaw). “With a record of nearly 55,000 four-
year-olds enrolled in Pre-K for All, more children are entering school ready to read,
ready to learn and ready to succeed. These investments in early learning and literacy
lay the groundwork for lifelong success and a stronger, more prosperous future for
our state.”

Governor Whitmer’s proposed FY27 executive budget includes $181.1 million to
continue expanding PreK for All including opening more preK classrooms and serving
more children. PreK for All is also a critical part of the state’s literacy strategy, Every
Child Reads. The Governor’'s FY27 executive budget includes a $625 million literacy
investment — the largest in Michigan history — to support early starts, proven methods
(including expanded training for educators in evidence-based reading instruction and
increased literacy coaching in classrooms), and extra help for students who need it
most.

Parents and families can visit MiPreKforAll.org to enroll in a program that works for
them.
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Registration Open: Reflective Supervision
Training Series

Reflective supervision invites us to slow down and create space to explore the
thoughts and feelings that emerge when working alongside families.

Join us for a four-part Reflective Supervision for Supervisors training series on
Zoom, focused on balancing mentoring and monitoring, building strong supervisory
relationships, and deepening reflective practice.

Through experiential activities and practical tools, you'll explore how to identify
emotional themes, support regulation, navigate boundaries, and foster reflective
practice that enhances staff well-being and service quality.

e Who should attend: Supervisors, Lead Home Visitors, and Reflective
Consultants

e When (10:00am-12:00pm ET): Thursday, May 7 * Thursday, May 21 -
Thursday, June 4 « Thursday, September 24

* Register online at Reflective Supervision Training Series 2026

Please contact Angie at apearcy@mphi.org with any registration questions you might
have.

Safe Sleep Social Media for April

You can help raise awareness of infant safe sleep by posting on social media. Below
you will find sample social media posts for April that you can utilize on your own social
media accounts. The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS)
will be posting similar posts if you want to share the MDHHS post instead of posting
directly.

If the sample post below contains a link, click on the link and replace it with the URL
directly from the website. Make sure the link works before posting on social media.
There are also links to images that you can use, if needed.

Post 1

Stop swaddling once baby show signs of attempting to roll over. Be careful not to
swaddle too tightly around the chest. Place a swaddled baby on their back to sleep.
Learn more about swaddling at: Link to: What You Should Know About Swaddling
Video

Image for Post 1
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Post 2

With the changing of the seasons, it may be hard to know what baby should wear to
sleep. Watch the Q&A video to learn more about overheating and how to dress baby
for sleep. Link to: Safely Keeping Baby Warm Video

Image for Post 2 (Select 1)

Post 3

To calm a fussy baby, calm yourself first. Take deep breaths. Then check baby for
comfort (dry diaper, fed, not too hot or cold). Hum or sing to baby, gently rub their
head from front to back, or get moving - gently walk, rock, or swing with baby. Learn
more at: Link to: Tips & Resources for Keeping Your and Your Baby Calm

Image for Post 3

Post 4
Decorate the room, not the crib. To ensure safe sleep, keep blankets, pillows, bumper
pads, and toys out of baby’s sleeping area. To learn why: Link to: Safe Sleep Steps

Image for Post 4

If you have any questions, please contact the Infant Safe Sleep Program at MDHHS-
InfantSafeSleep@michigan.gov.

Upcoming State of Michigan (SOM) Holidays

May 25
June 19
July 3
September 7
November 3
November 11
November 26 and 27
December 24 and 25
December 31
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Previously Released MIHP Updates

To review any previously released
MIHP Biweekly Updates, they can be
found by visiting the MIHP webpage

Michigan.gov/MIHP

Biweekly Update Topic Submission

If you have suggestions for topics to be
addressed in future additions of the
MIHP Biweekly Update, please submit
your ideas here.

MDHHS Publications

Sign up here to receive program
updates and communications.

Coordinator Directory

Please click here to access the most
recent Coordinator Directory. MIHP
Coordinator Directory

Our communication for the Maternal Infant Health Program has been streamlined to a
single email address and phone number. Please forward all email to

MIHP@michigan.gov. For further assistance, contact the state office @ 1-833-Ml4-
MIHP (1-833-644-6447). Thank you.
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