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MIHP Accessibility Updates
to Meet WCAG Standards

As part of ongoing updates to meet federal Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG)
standards, Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) Maternal Infant Health
Program (MIHP) is currently enhancing our website and documents to improve accessibility for
users who rely on assistive technologies. Updates to documents, forms, and website resources
require coordination with several departments. It is the intent to work as diligently as possible with
our partners to update all resources by June 1, 2026.

If you have any questions or concerns, regarding documents or website enhancements, please
contact MIHP at mihp@michigan.gov.

MCIR Modernization Launch
and Required Training for MIHP Users

The MDHHS Division of Immunization has announced that the newly modernized Michigan
Care Improvement Registry (MCIR) system will officially launch on Monday, June 15.

This modernization effort represents a significant step forward in how immunization data is
managed, accessed, and utilized across the state. The new system is designed to enhance
the user experience, streamline workflows, and support more efficient and accurate data entry
and reporting. It is important to note that the MCIR Modernization (MOD) Project introduces a
completely new Immunization Information System—not an updated version of the current
MCIR platform.

MDHHS Division of Immunization Training Requirement All users will be required to
complete training prior to gaining access to the new system. This requirement applies to every
MCIR user, regardless of their role or prior experience with the current system.

For questions about the MCIR transition, please contact the Transition Inbox at MDHHS-
MCIRTransition@michigan.gov.

For technical issues related to the LMS, please contact STCTrainingServices@stchome.com

Impact on MIHP Providers Immunization and MCIR-related requirements for MIHP providers
have not changed. Providers should continue to follow all existing timelines and policy
requirements as outlined in the MIHP Cycle 10 Operations Guide.

However, because MIHP providers must access MCIR to review immunization records as part
of program compliance, all users will need to complete the required training established by the
MDHHS Division of Immunization in order to maintain system access.

In summary:

e MIHP does not require MCIR training as part of its onboarding process.

e However, MIHP users must comply with MDHHS Division of Immunization training
requirements to gain and maintain access to MCIR.

¢ Maintaining MCIR access is essential for continued compliance with MIHP policies.

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to MIHP (mihp@michigan.gov)
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Regional Perinatal Quality Collaboratives
Townhalls

Michigan’s Regional Perinatal Quality Collaboratives (RPQCs) in partnership with the
Division of Maternal and Infant Health are hosting Community & Family Town Hall events
throughout 2026. These in-person events, hosted by each respective RPQC in Michigan
and spanning locations across the State, provide valuable opportunities to uplift the
voices of Michigan’s families and community members.

Rich discussions held at the Community & Family Town Hall meetings included regionally
specific conversations about birthing experiences, challenges parents and families face
and strengths of the communities. Feedback obtained in these meetings informs the
RPQCs and the State of Michigan about priorities within each region and how to advance
health outcomes for pregnant people and families. Only through listening to the voices,
lived experiences and input of families and community members can the RPQCs be
meaningfully informed of the strengths and needs within the regions and throughout
Michigan.

For more information, visit the Division of Maternal and Infant Health webpage at
Michigan.gov/MIH.
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MDHHS launches statewide map to expand access
to free gun locks and promote safe firearm storage

New tool helps Michigan residents locate nearby gun lock distribution sites

LANSING, Mich. — The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MVDHHS) today
announced the launch of a new statewide Gun Lock Distribution Map, a tool designed to help
residents easily locate free firearm safety devices and expand access to safe storage
resources across Michigan.

The interactive map identifies 150 locations across Michigan where individuals can obtain free
cable-style gun locks and provides an opportunity for community organizations,

health departments and other partners to request supplies to distribute locally. By expanding
the number of distribution sites across the state, MDHHS aims to make it easier for Michigan
residents to take simple steps that help prevent firearm injuries and deaths.

“Safe firearm storage is one of the most effective ways to prevent tragedies such as
unintentional shootings, youth access to firearms and suicide,” said Elizabeth Hertel, MDHHS
director. “By expanding access to free gun locks and making it easier for people to find them in
their communities, we are helping Michigan families take practical steps to protect themselves
and those around them.”

Free gun locks distributed through the program are provided by the Michigan State Police
(MSP) and purchased through Project ChildSafe, a nationwide firearm safety initiative. Gun
locks have been available for several years at MSP Posts statewide and from local law
enforcement agencies, county offices and health departments. This new map expands the
program by connecting additional community partners with supplies and making distribution
locations easier for the public to find.

“If you have a firearm in your home, it is your responsibility to store it properly, away from
minors — it's the law,” said Col. James F. Grady I, director of the MSP. “An interactive tool like
this map makes it easier than ever to obtain a free gun lock that can be used to safely store a
firearm in your home and most importantly, potentially save a life. Please visit an MSP Post,
your local police department or any MDHHS office to obtain a free gun lock.”

Safe storage plays an important role in reducing firearm injuries and deaths, particularly
among children and teens.

“Firearm injury is a public health issue that affects communities across our state,” said Dr.
Natasha Bagdasarian, chief medical executive. “Safe storage — keeping firearms

locked, unloaded and separate from ammunition — is a simple step that can

prevent unintentional shootings, reduce youth access to firearms and reduce the risk of firearm
suicide. Expanding access to free gun locks helps empower communities and families to make
safer choices.”

Community organizations, health care providers, local governments and other partners
interested in becoming distribution sites can request gun locks by completing a brief survey
online to be added to the map. Once approved, locks will be shipped directly

to participating sites.

To find a free gun lock near you or request supplies for your organization, visit the MDHHS
Secure Storage Law webpage. Gun lock installation instructions are included within the
product’s packaging and available on the Project ChildSafe website.

For more information about secure storage, visit the MDHHS website. For tips on how to
start conversations with friends, family and neighbors about secure storage, download “The

Talk” flyer.
Gun lock map NR.pdf
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CDC restores official U.S. immunization
schedules to July 2, 2025, versions to comply
with March 16 court order

In compliance with the March 16 federal court ruling in American Academy of Pediatrics v.
Kennedy, CDC restored its official child and adolescent immunization schedule and its
official_adult immunization schedule to the July 2, 2025, versions. These versions reflect
the decisions of the ACIP through its April 2025 meeting, before the replacement of those
17 members with new members in June 2025. The appointments of the new members
and their subsequent decisions were stayed by the court. Some CDC web pages are still
being updated to reflect the change.

For more information, see the Common Health Coalition’s 2-page summary of the AAP v.
Kennedy Ruling and what it means for clinicians and families.

With the July 2025 schedules restored, routine ACIP recommendations are once again in
effect for hepatitis A, hepatitis B (including routine birth dose), influenza, meningococcal
ACWY, and rotavirus vaccines, as well as routine 2- or 3-dose HPV vaccination
(depending on age at initiation). Once again, MMRYV is an option on the schedule for
children younger than age 4 years when preferred by parents, including VFC-eligible
children.

CDC also changed its Vaccines for Children program (VFC) web pages to reflect the
return to the 2025 schedule.

Clesrovimab (Enflonsia, Merck) was licensed by FDA for use as an option for RSV
prevention in infants during their first RSV season in June 2025, too late to be included on
the July 2 version of the 2025 schedule; however, there is no barrier to continuing its use
for commercially insured or VFC-eligible infants. CDC’s VFC resolution was updated on
April 20, 2026, to include clesrovimab in addition to nirsevimab (Beyfortus, Sanofi) for
age-eligible infants during their first RSV season.

Readers will note that COVID-19 vaccination remains based on shared clinical decision
making (SCDM) for all ages, reflecting the May 2025 HHS Secretarial Directive.

CDC indicated to its partners that it will not issue a formal communication about these
changes. Immunize.org encourages clinicians, immunization program partners, and
professional societies to share this information broadly and to confirm that vaccination
schedules, VFC ordering guidance, patient education materials, and electronic health
record prompts reflect the restored July 2, 2025, recommendations.
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Infant Safe Sleep Resources
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Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), Infant Safe Sleep
Program offers a wide variety of free educational resources in English, Arabic, and
Spanish.

Building Blocks of Infant Safe Sleep Brochure
Building Blocks of Infant Safe Sleep Decal (pictured)
Infant Safe Sleep for Grandparents Brochure
Soothing a Crying Baby

Product Safety

Planning Ahead for Safe Sleep - New!
Sleeping with Your Baby - New!

Sleeping and Eating & Safe Sleep
Breastfeeding & Safe Sleep

Swaddling

Overheating & Safe Sleep

Smoking & Safe Sleep

Vaccines & Safe Sleep

Materials can be ordered for free from the MDHHS Clearinghouse. The basic brochure is
available in Bengali, Burmese, Dari, French, Haitian Creole, Kinyarwanda, Korean,
Nepali, Pashto, and Swahili on the Safe Sleep Educational Materials page.

Contact the MDHHS Infant Safe Sleep Program at MDHHS-
InfantSafeSleep@michigan.gov for additional assistance.

A
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Upcoming Project ECHO reminder

Each month, the Michigan Home Visiting Initiative (MHVI) Project ECHO brings home
visitors, supervisors, and peer navigators together for a welcoming space to connect,
learn, and strengthen strategies for supporting families with complex needs. Using the "All
Teach, All Learn™ model, our sessions blend training, peer sharing, reflective practice, and
real-life case discussion to help build confidence and best practices across the field.

Our next session is coming up on May 5th at 9:00 a.m., and we’re excited to focus on
Cannabis Use During the Perinatal Period. This session is especially valuable for
anyone wanting to better understand the risks of using cannabis during pregnancy, while
breastfeeding and how to reduce risk. The session will be presented by Sara Simpson
with the Genesee County Health Department.

Here’s what we’ll explore together:

Marijuana basics

Risks of Use

Pregnancy and Breastfeeding
Safe Storage

Risk Reduction

After the training portion, Aimee LaFear and Andrea Penick will guide our reflective
conversation and case discussion. Kendra Lillard will share a case presentation focused
on engaging in hard conversations with a family that uses cannabis daily and they are
eager to hear your perspectives on how to walk alongside the family.

If you've attended ECHO sessions before, simply log into your iECHO account on May 5th
at 9:00 a.m. and click the join now button.

New to Project ECHO? You can register here:
https://iecho.org/public/program/PRGM1757949522413TMZBQTFMPS8

Incentives2Quit Program

Incentives2Quit is a fully remote, reward-based program designed to support pregnant
individuals who want to quit smoking cigarettes. Participants receive structured support
(e.g., engaging with our smartphone app, Bluetooth enabled breath testing, coaching, and
progress tracking) throughout pregnancy and postpartum, and they can earn over $1,000
in incentives over the nine-month program for meeting cessation goals.

The Incentives2Quit team would love to provide you with more information about the
program and how it can complement the support and care you're already providing in your
community. They hope to work together to support healthier pregnancies in Michigan
through smoking cessation. Please contact them at incentives2quit@med.umich.edu. In
the meantime, you can check out the Incentives2Quit Website and the attached
recruitment flyer.

Please use the following link to access the "Incentives2Quit" Flyer:[12Q_Flyer MDHHS.pdf
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Registration for the Black Maternal Health
Conference and Training Institute™ (¥BMHC26)
is now open!

BMHC26 centers Black clinicians, professionals, practitioners, and advocates while
welcoming all maternal, perinatal, and reproductive health equity stakeholders seeking to
develop professionally, learn, and network.

Join BMHC26 on September 10-12, 2026 in Atlanta, Georgia as Black Mamas Matter
Alliance (BMMA) marks a decade of movement building and look forward to the next
chapter of this work together.

Please use the following link to register for the Black Maternal Health Conference and
Training Institute™ (#BMHC26):https://blackmaternalhealthconference.com/bmhc26/

Registration Open: Facilitating Attuned
Interactions Training

Registration for Level 1 Facilitated Attuned Interactions (FAN) training is open to Peer
Navigators, Lead Home Visitors and Supervisors!

In this interactive training, participants will explore the core components of the FAN
framework, including Mindful Self-Regulation, Empathic Inquiry, and Collaborative
Exploration. Through guided activities, discussion, and practice, participants will learn how
to use the framework both in their work with families and critically in reflective supervision
with their staff.

Facilitating Attuned Interactions (FAN) is an evidence-informed framework designed to
strengthen relationships by promoting emotional attunement, reflective practice, and
purposeful engagement. This training focuses on how FAN can deepen supervision,
enhance staff support, and improve the overall quality of home visiting services.

It is expected that participants will attend all four sessions.

This FREE training series will be held virtually on Zoom from 12pm-3pm on the following
Fridays:

May 15
May 29
June 12
June 26.

Register for this session at Facilitating Attuned Interactions (FAN) Training Series
Registration (Spring Session)

Contact Angie Pearcy at apearcy@mphi.org with registration questions.
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Upcoming State of Michigan (SOM) Holidays

May 25

June 19

September 7
November 3
November 11
November 26 and 27
December 24 and 25
December 31

Previously Released
MIHP Updates

To review any previously released MIHP
Biweekly Updates, they can be found by

visiting the MIHP webpage
Michigan.gov/MIHP

Biweekly Update
Topic Submission

If you have suggestions for topics to be
addressed in future additions of the MIHP
Biweekly Update, please submit your
ideas here.

MDHHS Publications

Sign up here to receive program updates

and communications.

Coordinator Directory

Please click here to access the most
recent Coordinator Directory. MIHP
Coordinator Directory

Our communication for the Maternal Infant Health Program has been streamlined to a
single email address and phone number. Please forward all email to

MIHP@michigan.gov. For further assistance, contact the state office @ 1-833-MI4-MIHP
(1-833-644-6447). Thank you.
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