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Reminder: October COP Webinar 
The October Community of Practice webinar will be on Wednesday, October 8 
from 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Topic: "MI Bridges 101: Navigators Helping 
Beneficiaries," presented by Crystal Korpi, MDHHS MI Bridges Department 
Specialist. 
CLICK HERE to register for the October COP Webinar! 
 
  

   

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmihp%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/8Y5SuByolL5eG7q3nJbACT8m3YrZpUbWOu7F6oSCzlo=425
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtZYpcu6prD8sHNOTvYyheHw6NibVnOaYRpZd%3F_x_zm_rhtaid=359%26_x_zm_rtaid=GHZpN-Y5SYS7Ht2iUTWPqQ.1751454845689.957adf7899570f2559d2969b777d83ea%26utm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery%23%2Fregistration/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/7Flbd_U7dg6qt__kBPjSAbkMRCjPCKYxO4_BYv25weA=425


The Nurture Report – September Edition 
In honor of National Hispanic Heritage Month, I compiled a list of common 
birthing phrases and its Spanish, Bangla, and Arabic translations that can be 
used by home visitors, doulas, and clinical staff to support and reassure mothers 
during the birthing process. Check out these phases by viewing this month’s 
edition of the Nurture Report.  

   

 

   

Wave of Light Returns to Launch Detroit’s First Perinatal Bereavement Peer 
Support Service 
Free community candle lighting event offers remembrance and unveils one-on-
one support for grieving parents. 
Remembering Cherubs will kick off Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Month 
by launching Detroit’s first Perinatal Bereavement Peer Support Service, created 
to support parents who have lost babies to miscarriage, stillbirth, SIDS, or other 
causes. The launch will take place during the organization’s annual Wave of Light 
Candle Lighting event on Sunday, October 12, 2025, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm at Aya 
House, 2055 Gratiot Ave in Detroit. Admission is free. 
The new Peer Support Service connects parents one-on-one with trained peer 
mentors who have also experienced loss. The service provides steady, 
compassionate support through virtual sessions, monthly group meetings, and 
peer matching, with guidance from The Pregnancy Loss Guidebook, written by 
Remembering Cherubs’ founder. The service is free of charge and open to parents 
at any stage of their healing. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FMIDHHS%2F2025%2F09%2F30%2Ffile_attachments%2F3404782%2FSeptember%2520Nurture%2520Report.pdf/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/LlrKRYOPShtv5SB30hh5n8XD0TKZh9vlEJiEFtbD9Uo=425


  
The Wave of Light event will include storytelling, a candle lighting ceremony with 
the reading of names, and a grief meditation and yoga session led by licensed 
professional counselor Laverne Santangelo. Guests will also have the opportunity 
to meet the new peer mentors in person and receive a complimentary copy of The 
Pregnancy Loss Guidebook. 
With more than 23,000 miscarriages each year in Michigan, and Detroit 
experiencing the highest concentration of these losses and infant deaths, the 
need for accessible support is urgent. Remembering Cherubs’ Perinatal 
Bereavement Peer Support Service was created to respond to this gap in care and 
ensure grieving parents are not left to navigate loss alone. 
October is recognized as Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Month, first 
proclaimed by President Ronald Reagan in 1988. The Wave of Light Candle 
Lighting is part of a global movement where families light candles at 7:00 pm 
local time, creating a continuous wave of light around the world to honor babies 
gone too soon. 
 
Registration: Register on Eventbrite or visit www.rememberingcherubs.org for 
more information. 
 
About Remembering Cherubs Remembering Cherubs is a Detroit-based 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and the city’s first and only perinatal 
bereavement resource center. Founded by Monica Sholar Anderson after the loss 
of her newborn son and a subsequent miscarriage, the organization provides 
wraparound support services to walk with families from the moment of loss 
through the journey of healing. 

   

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fwave-of-light-2025-tickets-1640743480919%3Faff=oddtdtcreator%26utm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/u6jxj2x51yCRjnKw_cQVzn3j7RBPVzsgf2113DklSfs=425
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.rememberingcherubs.org%2F%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/34i--MSC6hrV1V_ImffaaF-PvvtmIMfZ4fWm5UL-0xU=425


MHVI Project Echo: Supporting Families with Complex Needs  
��.It"s.Almost.Here* 
MHVI.Project.Echo¿.Supporting.Families.with.Complex.Needs kicks off in just a 
few weeks—Tuesday?.October.❸th—and we’d love for you to be part of it! 
Additional details are attached. 
Each Project Echo session will be the first Tuesday of each month from 9-10:30a. 

• Register.for.the.October.kickoff.session.here.  
• Register.for.all.future.sessions.in.the.IECHO.Platform.here.   

Questions?  Reach out to Annie Heit at HeitA1@Michigan.gov¡ 
Let’s come together to learn, share, and strengthen our support for families 
navigating complex challenges with the focus of FY26 being families with 
substance use impact and/or child welfare involvement. See you there! 

   

October is Infant Safe Sleep Month 
Infant Safe Sleep Month 
October is Infant Safe Sleep Month in Michigan calling attention to the 
importance of preventing sleep-related infant deaths. To keep babies 0-12 
months of age safe, while sleeping at night and during naps, families can follow 
the safe sleep guidelines and learn more about why they are recommended to 
keep babies safe. 
 

Social Media 
You can help raise awareness by posting to your social media accounts. You can 
replace the hashtags in the posts with ones that are more appropriate for your 
audience, but please include #MIMoves4SafeSleep in every post during October. 
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) will 
be posting similar posts if you want to share the MDHHS post instead of posting 
directly. There are also links to images that you can use, if needed. 
 

Week.7.(October.7‗76) 
Follow safe sleep practices by placing baby to sleep on their back to help reduce 
the risk of sleep-related infant death. Back to sleep for EVERY sleep. 
#SafeSleepMonth #MIMoves4SafeSleep 
Image for Week 1 Post 
 

Week.8.(October.77‗7❹) 
A firm, flat mattress in a clutter-free crib, bassinet or pack and play will reduce 
your baby’s risk of sleep-related infant death. Nothing but baby for EVERY sleep. 
#safesleep #MIMoves4SafeSleep 
Image for Week 2 Post 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid=QVtApE9tUU2Q3SK6JRcl9SnTeVzPq_VOqWR5gTuDB_tUMERHQUc5V0s5N1ExRVAzN1U0VTEyNUVPOS4u%26route=shorturl%26utm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/TPF2TgoSq7kbwU7zf5t6-NkA39PMNJnBe5Z0x6mQENg=425
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fiecho.org%2Fpublic%2Fprogram%2FPRGM1757949522413TMZBQTFMP8%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/UFAaHZdDxorTLDXYmQgHZMuvkM4mg82luXV3Qubw_NU=425
mailto:HeitA1@Michigan.gov
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2Fsafety-injury-prev%2Fsafe-sleep2%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/LzVl4J_z7J8H1yY8HhT8oPQBcxfTHCQmYWz_bjM8SkI=425
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2Fsafety-injury-prev%2Fsafe-sleep2%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/LzVl4J_z7J8H1yY8HhT8oPQBcxfTHCQmYWz_bjM8SkI=425
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2F195093093@N03%2F52103332480%2Fin%2Falbum-72177720299299323%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/3EEqX8YM1zoKDgUabk4sAVw9JZ7QFi90SnPggUI8vYc=425
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2F195093093@N03%2F52101758807%2Fin%2Falbum-72177720299299323%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/j0eeJpo4QFW9JrVzLBlTg189VsoQX5VvUcfOqpBFCgk=425


Week.9.(October.7❺‗8❶) 
Room sharing helps reduce the risk of sleep-related infant death. Put baby in a 
#safesleep space (their own crib, bassinet or pack and play) next to your bed. 
Baby’s own sleep space for EVERY sleep. #MIMoves4SafeSleep #SafeSleepMonth 
Image for Week 3 Post 
 
Week.0.(October.8❷‗97)  
Breastfeeding reduces the risk of sleep-related causes of infant death. If you 
bring baby into your bed to breastfeed, be sure to follow safe sleep practices 
when finished. Move baby to a safe sleep space EVERYTIME you breastfeed. 
#MIMoves4SafeSleep #SafeToSleep 
Image for Week 4 Post (Give image credit for use of this image - Source: U.S. 
Breastfeeding Committee.) 
 
More.Posts  
Do you want to post more than once a week or have posts throughout the year? 
Share the safe sleep videos from the Charlie's Kids Foundation by using these 
sample posts. 
 
Virtual 5K Your Way 
Sign up for the Infant Safe Sleep Month Virtual 5K Your Way. To participate, 
complete a 5K run/walk or any other activity for at least 30 minutes (bike, swim, 
dance, chair aerobics—just move) during the month of October 2025. Participate 
your way, at your pace, in a way that’s fun and comfortable for you. Help color the 
map (pictured below) with at least one registered participant from every county in 
the state. Learn more about the Virtual 5K Your Way and sign up today! 
 
What Else You Can do for Infant Safe Sleep Month 
Whether you have five minutes or several hours, learn about other ways you can 
make a difference during Infant Safe Sleep Month, and all year long! 
If you have any questions about infant safe sleep, please contact the Infant Safe 
Sleep Program at MDHHS-InfantSafeSleep@michigan.gov or go to 
Michigan.gov/SafeSleep. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Fnichd%2F49091312991%2F%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/WmymZsijUdhoJaLHeZH-MzXzlHsgQvpOH_H2Dz7OEk0=425
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FMIDHHS%2F2025%2F08%2F25%2Ffile_attachments%2F3366189%2FBreastfeeding.png/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/C-1olYL_2IRZFuDYpbMpLGsuPRzrGLP8FyFl375OUUQ=425
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmdhhs%2FSafety-and-Injury-Prevention%2FSafe-Sleep%2FSocial-Media-for-Charlies-Kids-Foundation-Safe-Sleep-Videos.pdf%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/r_x5DGSZti2IRrB3Wgx41hN6MHKBSgi67e23-eWdQnU=425
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmdhhs%2FSafety-and-Injury-Prevention%2FSafe-Sleep%2FInfant-Safe-Sleep-Month-Virtual-5K-Information.pdf%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/Zj4F4Ia2CIrC5Xc4xbV2Thdc1i1y5734HzRVFnU-gdA=425
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmdhhs%2FSafety-and-Injury-Prevention%2FSafe-Sleep%2FWhat-Can-You-Do-for-Infant-Safe-Sleep-Month-Final.pdf%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/TuQ_UEtMnoT2ebTo_f44rRBbVltoRunBpD41E9TQZjM=425
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmdhhs%2FSafety-and-Injury-Prevention%2FSafe-Sleep%2FWhat-Can-You-Do-for-Infant-Safe-Sleep-Month-Final.pdf%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/TuQ_UEtMnoT2ebTo_f44rRBbVltoRunBpD41E9TQZjM=425
mailto:MDHHS-InfantSafeSleep@michigan.gov
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2Fsafety-injury-prev%2Fsafe-sleep2%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/01000199b9c05dfd-81ce91c4-6b56-4dde-a657-ca4ee43e55ce-000000/9g0DskGB1kSnXIRmdalDEfBS67rQhtcN3XaSCmsBvwE=425


 

 
 
 
 
 
  

   



 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: State’s Chief Medical Executive Dr. Natasha 
Bagdasarian makes Standing Recommendation on COVID-19 vaccines 
Press Release 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Sept. 19, 2025 
CONTACT: Lynn Sutfin, 517-241-2112, SutfinL1@michigan.gov 
State’s Chief Medical Executive Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian  
makes Standing Recommendation on COVID-19 vaccines  
Determines not receiving a dose of COVID-19 vaccine to be an underlying 
condition  
LANSING, Mich. - In response to Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive Directive to 
state agencies to ensure Michigan families can access COVID-19 vaccines, the 
state’s Chief Medical Executive Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian has issued a Standing 
Recommendation for the COVID-19 vaccine. 
“National medical organizations and scientific experts continue to recommend 
routine COVID-19 vaccination for those at high risk, but also recommend 
vaccines be made available for all those who want them, ages six months and 
older,” said Bagdasarian. “COVID-19 vaccines have been proven to reduce the 
likelihood of emergency department or urgent care visits, as well as 
hospitalizations and severe outcomes. They are one of our best defenses against 
the virus. As the state’s chief medical executive, it is my duty to protect and 
promote public health, and everyone deserves the opportunity to access COVID-
19 vaccine if they desire one. This Standing Recommendation will help to protect 
vaccine accessibility and availability in our state.” 
On Wednesday, Aug. 27, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved 
the 2025-2026 vaccine for those 65 years of age and older and those ages 5 
through 64 years with at least one underlying condition that puts them at high risk 
for severe outcomes from COVID-19. However, the FDA did not define the list of 
underlying conditions. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s list 
includes conditions such as obesity and physical inactivity and states it is “not 
exhaustive” and “should not be used to exclude people with underlying 
conditions from recommended measures for prevention or treatment of COVID-
19.”  
 
 
 

mailto:SutfinL1@michigan.gov
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In her recommendation, Bagdasarian stated, “Any person over the age of six 
months without contraindication who has not received a dose of a Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA)-approved or -authorized 2025-2026 COVID-19 vaccine may 
be considered to have an underlying condition that puts them at high risk for 
severe outcomes from COVID-19 and is thus eligible to receive an age-
appropriate dose.” 
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) continues to 
recommend the COVID-19 vaccine in alignment with the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, the American Academy of Family Physicians, and the American 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.   
To help ensure insurance coverage and availability of COVID-19 vaccines as 
outlined in the Executive Directive, MDHHS is working with the Department of 
Insurance and Financial Services and the Michigan Department of Licensing and 
Regulatory Affairs. 
To learn more about COVID-19 and seasonal respiratory illnesses and how to 
protect yourself, visit Michigan.gov/COVIDFluRSV.   

• COVID19 Standing Rec NR.pdf 

   

Upcoming State of Michigan (SOM) Holidays 
November 11 
November 27 and 28 
December 24 and 25 
December 31 

   

Previously Released MIHP Updates 
To review any previously released MIHP 
Biweekly Updates, they can be found by 
visiting the MIHP webpage 
Michigan.gov/MIHP. 

 

Biweekly Update Topic Submission 
If you have suggestions for topics to be 
addressed in future additions of the 
MIHP Biweekly Update, please submit 
your ideas here. 

   

MDHHS Publications 
Sign up here to receive program updates 
and communications. 

 

Coordinator Directory 
Please click here to access the most 
recent Coordinator Directory. MIHP 
Coordinator Directory 

 

  

Our communication for the Maternal Infant Health Program has been streamlined to a single 
email address and phone number. Please forward all emails to MIHP@michigan.gov.  For further 
assistance, contact the state office @ 1-833-MI4-MIHP (1-833-644-6447). Thank you. 
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