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Mark Your Calendar: December COP Webinar 
The December Community of Practice webinar will be on Wednesday, December 10 from 

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Topic: Infant Mental Health in Michigan," presented by Joni 
Zieldorff, Michigan Association for Infant Mental Health (MI-AIMH). 

**Please note the meeting link has changed. 

CLICK HERE to register for the December COP Webinar! 
 
   

The Nurture Report – November Edition – Native 
American Heritage Month  

Governor Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed November as Native American Heritage Month. 
It’s a time to recognize and honor the achievements, resilience, and contributions of Tribal 

governments, Native American, and Indigenous communities across Michigan. This 
month’s Nurture Report will focus on Food Sovereignty. 

Check out this month’s edition here: The Nurture Report – November Edition – Native 
American Heritage Month 

   

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: USDA ordered to issue 
partial November SNAP benefits 

Press Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Nov. 5, 2025 

CONTACT: Erin Stover, stovere@michigan.gov 

USDA ordered to issue partial November SNAP benefits Partial benefits of 
approximately 50% to begin Saturday, Nov. 8 

LANSING, Mich. – On Tuesday, Nov. 4, the Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services (MDHHS) received communication from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) indicating that FNS will reduce the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) maximum allotments to approximately 50% of the 
SNAP recipients’ benefit payments for the month of November. SNAP recipients who 
normally receive their benefits on the third, fifth or seventh of the month will receive their 
partial SNAP allotment Saturday, Nov. 8. All other SNAP recipients will receive partial 
benefits on their normally scheduled date. 
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As a result, MDHHS will begin to issue partial SNAP benefits to recipients Saturday, Nov. 
8. MDHHS is told this is due to limited availability of federal funds as a result of the federal 
government shutdown. 

The funding for the partial November benefits will come from SNAP contingency funds, 
which will cover about half of the $9.2 billion that monthly SNAP benefit costs nationally. 
FNS had previously directed MDHHS to hold November SNAP issuance and ongoing 
benefits until further notice due to the federal government shutdown. New SNAP 
applications will be processed from October and November, however, it is unclear 
whether applicants will receive November benefits and MDHHS awaits further guidance 
from the USDA. 

There remain multiple pending court proceedings that may further impact the provision of 
November SNAP benefits. If additional court action results in changes to the payment of 
partial benefits beginning on Saturday, November 8, MDHHS will provide updated 
information as it becomes available. 

“We understand and share the disappointment many households feel about receiving only 
a portion of their November SNAP benefits. These benefits are a vital lifeline for many 
Michigan families, especially with the rising cost of food,” said Elizabeth Hertel, director of 
MDHHS. “In addition to SNAP benefits, we encourage those in need to visit local food 
pantries as needed, which can be found by calling 2-1-1.” 

To help feed families amid the federal government shutdown, Governor Whitmer recently 
announced the State of Michigan will provide $4.5 million to the Food Bank Council of 
Michigan. This critical funding will help feed Michigan residents in all 83 counties and 
provide food delivery to those who can’t drive to their local food bank. 

Whitmer also recently led a group of governors in a letter calling on the Trump 
Administration to prevent disruption to SNAP during the federal government shutdown. 
Additionally, the Executive Office of the Governor and state departments have helped 
Michigan residents feed their families by:  

• Continuing Double Up Food Bucks, a program that gives Michigan families money 
to purchase groceries, including fresh fruits and vegetables. 

• Supporting Hunters Feeding Families, a program that helps Michiganders get 
venison or other fresh game to feed their families. 

• Continuing to feed all 1.4 million public school students free breakfast and lunch. 

SNAP recipients are encouraged to reach out to their local MDHHS office with any 
questions regarding SNAP benefits or can check MI Bridges for updates. 

To find additional resources: 

• Dial 2-1-1 or visit mi211.org for free, confidential assistance and referrals to local 
food programs and support services. 

• Visit the Food Bank Council of Michigan to locate nearby food banks and learn 
about additional hunger relief efforts. 

• Call the Double Up Food Bucks program hotline at 866-586-2796, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday. Until Wednesday, Dec. 31, the program, which 
matches SNAP purchases of fruits and vegetables, will expand access so families 
can build up savings on their Double Up cards. Find a participating location near 
you: DoubleUpFoodBucks.org/find-a-location.  
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SNAP in Michigan  

In FY 2024, the average SNAP household in Michigan received $335.03 in SNAP benefits 
per month, which is about $173 per person per month or $5.68 per person per day. 
Households with very low incomes receive more SNAP benefits than households closer to 
the poverty line because they need more help affording nutritious food.   

• 492,225 children benefit from SNAP. 

• 38,513 veterans participating in SNAP.  

• 36% SNAP households have older adults.  

• 43% SNAP households have children.  

• 51% households have a person with a disability.   

• 78% of SNAP households include someone with earned income.  

In Michigan, more than 9,700 retailers accept SNAP. In 2023, retailers redeemed over 
$3.6 billion in SNAP.   

To be eligible for SNAP in Michigan, applicants must be a U.S. citizen (or acceptable non-
citizen status) and must live in Michigan. Eligibility is based on the financial situation of all 
members of a household. Everyone who lives together, purchases and prepares food 
together is considered a member of the same household group. In order to determine if a 
household is eligible for SNAP, MDHHS will review a household’s expenses, assets and 
income. Expenses include rent, mortgage, utility bills, child support and dependent care 
expenses. For individuals with a disability or who are at least 60 years old, medical care, 
medical supplies and health insurance premiums may be included as an expense.  

• November SNAP benefits.pdf 
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Infant Botulism Linked to Powdered Infant 
Formula 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) would like to inform our medical 
and public health partners about a current multistate outbreak of infant botulism linked to 
ByHeart powdered infant formula. This communication is intended to help you prepare, 
identify cases early, manage suspected cases, and implement appropriate reporting and 
public health actions. 

Background 
A multistate outbreak of infant botulism has been identified in the United States. As of 
November 11, 2025, this outbreak includes fifteen (15) infants with suspected or 
confirmed infant botulism from 12 states (Arizona, California (2), Illinois (2), Kentucky, 
Minnesota, New Jersey, North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Texas (2), 
and Washington). All 15 infants were hospitalized and treated with BabyBIG® (Botulism 
Immune Globulin Intravenous medication). No deaths have been reported. 

The CDC National Botulism Surveillance System records approximately 150-180 infant 
botulism cases each year. In 2024, over half of infants with infant botulism were 
exclusively breastfed and 43% were receiving powdered infant formula before becoming 
ill. 

According to information shared by the Infant Botulism Treatment and Prevention 
Program (IBTPP), since August 1, 2025, through November 10, 2025, 84 infants 
nationwide have received BabyBIG® treatment. 

Data from IBTPP have demonstrated a concerning association between consumption of 
ByHeart infant formula and botulism. Among the 84 infants recently receiving BabyBIG® 
treatment, 36 (43%) had any powdered infant formula exposure. Notably, more than 40% 
(15) consumed ByHeart Whole Nutrition infant formula.  This information shows that 
ByHeart brand formula is disproportionately represented among sick infants in this 
outbreak, especially given Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) data that ByHeart 
represents an estimated 1% of all infant formula sales in the United States. Investigations 
are ongoing but have not identified any other infant formula brands or shared exposures 
that pose a risk to infants at this time. 

CDC and FDA recommend that parents and caregivers immediately stop use of all 
ByHeart Whole Nutrition infant formula, including cans and single serve packets. On 
November 11, ByHeart Inc. recalled all ByHeart Whole Nutrition infant formula products. 
FDA does not anticipate any formula shortages as a result of this outbreak. 
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What is Infant Botulism 
Infant botulism occurs when an infant ingests spores from a type of bacteria called 
Clostridium botulinum, which then grows in the large intestine and produces toxin that 
blocks the neuromuscular junction by inhibiting the release of acetylcholine. Initial signs 
and symptoms often include constipation, difficulty feeding (difficulty sucking or 
swallowing), loss of head control, weak facial expression, and reduced muscle tone. 
Without prompt recognition and treatment, descending paralysis may progress and 
involve the respiratory muscles, potentially leading to life-threatening respiratory failure. 
The time from ingestion to symptom presentation can be up to 30 days. 

Recommendations for Clinicians & Public Health Partners 
Consider infant botulism a clinical diagnosis in any infant presenting with unexplained 
weakness, poor feeding, decreased head control, or difficulty swallowing — especially if 
the infant has consumed ByHeart formula. Immediate actions when suspecting a case: 

• Do not wait for laboratory confirmation to initiate case management. Early 
recognition and treatment are critical. 

• Arrange for consultation with the Infant Botulism Treatment & Prevention 
Program (IBTPP) at 510-231-7600 for evaluation and treatment guidance. 
Consultation is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• If clinical consultation supports infant botulism, begin treatment with BabyBIG® 
without delay.  Do not wait for laboratory confirmation. 

• Infant botulism is a notifiable disease. Report all suspected cases immediately to 
your state or local health department. 

Patient/caregiver guidance when ByHeart formula was used: 

• Do not use any ByHeart Whole Nutrition infant formula. This includes formula 
sold in cans and single serve packets. 

o If possible, take a picture or record the lot number and best by date. 
o If you have leftover ByHeart powdered formula, label it "DO NOT USE" 

and keep it stored in a safe place for at least a month. 
o If your infant develops symptoms of infant botulism, your state health 

department may want to collect it for testing. If no symptoms appear after 
a month, throw the leftover formula away. 

• Monitor for symptoms of botulism such as poor feeding, loss of head control, 
difficulty swallowing, or decreased facial expression, seek medical care 
immediately if symptoms appear. Early intervention is critical. 

• Wash items and surfaces that may have touched the formula using hot soapy 
water or a dishwasher. 

Institutions, hospitals, clinical labs, and public health partners: 

• Do not use or distribute any of the recalled ByHeart Whole Nutrition infant 
formula. Remove it from inventory and inform relevant staff. 

• Clean and sanitize feeding areas and equipment that may have been exposed. 
• Ensure clinical labs and pathology services are aware that infant botulism is a 

reportable condition and laboratory confirmation is critical for case investigation; 
ensure timely specimen collection and consultation with the state or local health 
departments for information on specimen collection and confirmatory testing. 

• Participate in trace-back, leftover product collection, and laboratory testing as 
requested by state health departments, CDC and the FDA. 
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Why this Matters & Next Steps 
CDC and FDA, along with state and local health departments, are working to determine 
the contamination source and to issue further guidance as information becomes available. 
For clinicians and health‐care systems, preparedness means: 

• recognizing the signs and symptoms of infant botulism promptly 
• having protocols in place for consultation and treatment 
• ensuring awareness of case notification procedures 
• providing caregivers with clear instructions when feeding concerns arise 

We appreciate your support and partnership in addressing this outbreak.  Please report 
suspect cases immediately to your state and local health department. For clinical 
questions about suspected infant botulism cases and release of BabyBIG® please 
contact the Infant Botulism Treatment & Prevention Program (IBTPP) at 510-231-
7600.  For health departments, CDC’s Division of Foodborne, Waterborne, and 
Environmental Diseases at botsurveillance@cdc.gov is available to answer questions and 
receive case reports. For public health and investigation inquiries, please contact the CDC 
Emergency Operations Center at 770-488-7100 (after hours) or your state or local health 
department. 

Best regards, 

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

Resources 
• Infant Botulism Outbreak Linked to Infant Formula, Nov 2025 —  CDC  
• FDA Outbreak Investigation: Infant Botulism—Infant Formula, Nov 2025 —  U.S. 

Food and Drug Administration  
• Infant Botulism Treatment and Prevention Program 

   

Protecting Mothers & Babies: Advocating for 
Families Amid Immigration Enforcement 

As immigration enforcement intensifies across the U.S., growing numbers of pregnant, 
postpartum, and nursing individuals are being detained — putting the health and safety of 
families at risk. Join us for this important webinar: Protecting Mothers & Babies: 
Advocating for Families Amid Immigration Enforcement. 

Date: 11/17/2025 Time: 2:00-3:00 PM CST Register Here 
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Sponsored by the Institute for the Advancement of Family Support Professionals and Start 
Early, join the Women's Refugee Commission for a timely discussion on how maternal 
health professionals and advocates can respond. This session will share practical tools 
and resources to help document detentions, support affected families, and advance local 
and state “safe space” policies that protect expectant and new parents.  
 
Speakers will highlight the Women’s Refugee Commission’s Pregnancy Detention Tracker 
and family support toolkits, as well as Start Early’s work to ensure home visiting programs 
are included in safe space policies. 
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ACOG's New Maternal Immunization Infographic 

 

ACOG's New Maternal Immunization Infographic 

ACOG is proud to announce a timely new resource for health care professionals! Our new 
infographic summarizes routine maternal vaccines, with vaccine product information and 
schedules for each. It also features links to ACOG guidance supporting each 
recommendation, so you have all the resources you need to confidently recommend these 
critical vaccines to your patients. 

You’re committed to protecting maternal and infant health through immunizations, and so 
are we. Explore this new infographic and share it with your colleagues today. 

   

Notice of Public Hearing for the Dietetics and Nutrition 
- General Rules 

 

Attached please find a Notice of Public Hearing for the Dietetics and Nutrition - General 
Rules [MOAHR 2025-35 LR]. 

Date:       December 8, 2025 

Time:       9:00 a.m. 

Location:  Ottawa Building, UL-5 
                 611 W. Ottawa Street 
                 Lansing, Michigan 48933 

Written comments may be submitted instead of appearing on the hearing date to provide 
an comments orally. If you wish to submit a written comment, please send to BPL-
BoardSupport@michigan.gov. 

The open comment period for this set is November 4, 2025 through December 8, 
2025 by 5:00 p.m. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Board Support at 517-241-7500 or email BPL-
BoardSupport@Michigan.gov 

• Notice of Public Hearing, Dietetics & Nutrition.pdf 
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Previously Released 
MIHP Updates 

To review any previously released MIHP 
Biweekly Updates, they can be found by 

visiting the MIHP webpage 
Michigan.gov/MIHP 

 

Biweekly Update 
Topic Submission 

If you have suggestions for topics to be 
addressed in future additions of the MIHP 

Biweekly Update, please submit your 
ideas here. 

   

MDHHS Publications 
Sign up here to receive program updates 

and communications. 

 

Coordinator Directory 
Please click here to access the most 
recent Coordinator Directory. MIHP 

Coordinator Directory 

   

Our communication for the Maternal Infant Health Program has been streamlined to a 
single email address and phone number. Please forward all email to 

MIHP@michigan.gov.  For further assistance, contact the state office @ 1-833-MI4-MIHP 
(1-833-644-6447). Thank you. 
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