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Mark Your Calendar: March COP Webinar 
The February Community of Practice webinar will be on Thursday, March 13, 2025 from 
9:00am –10:30am. The topic is "Circle of Support," presented by Dawn Shanafelt, 
Director of the Division of Maternal and Infant Health at MDHHS. 

CLICK HERE to register for the March COP Webinar! 
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Billing Irregularities 
We have been informed that in 2024, some MIHP agencies were incorrectly coding a 
Place of Service (POS) 11, which is for an office visit for a H2000 assessment visit (which 
is an in-home/community setting). This may result in denied reimbursement, reduced 
compensation, and/or subject to OIG audits. You are encouraged to work with your billing 
department to ensure that place of service codes align with the appropriate MIHP 
procedure code. 

   

U-M Report Reveals Success of  
HMHB Pilot Program 

 

The pilot of a Michigan program created to help improve health outcomes for pregnant 
parents and their children shows positive impacts on families, including food and financial 
security and housing stability, according to a new report from the University of Michigan’s 
Youth Policy Lab. 

The report revealed that families participating in the Healthy Moms Healthy Babies pilot 
project, a Michigan Department of Health and Human Services program that provides 
enhanced home visiting services to pregnant individuals and new parents, were less likely 
to cut meals due to cost, forgo essential utilities or become homeless. 

The report showed a 43% reduction in families reporting that they went without essential 
utilities in the last month and a 25% reduction in families meeting the definition of 
homelessness under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. Additionally, the 
likelihood of unemployed individuals reaching out to someone about a job increased by 
62%. 

The pilot program has been funded to expand these enhanced services to the full network 
of 75+ MDHHS Maternal and Infant Health Program home visiting agencies statewide. 

Click here to read the full article. 
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Join the 2026 Home Visiting Conference 
Planning Committee! 

We are excited to announce that it's time to begin planning the 2026 Michigan Home 
Visiting Conference!  

It takes a village to plan the Home Visiting Conference, and we invite you to join our 
village.  That's right, we are seeking members to join the Home Visiting Conference 
Planning Advisory Committee. As a committee member, you will play a crucial role in 
shaping the conference theme, selecting speakers, recruiting exhibitors and sponsors, 
and curating a memorable experience for all attendees. We are seeking members 
throughout Michigan who are directly connected with home visiting, this 
includes home visitors, supervisors, administrators, and systems level representatives.  

Committee members should expect to participate in a 90-minute Zoom meeting each 
month from April 2025 through October 2026. Meetings are typically held from 10:00 
a.m. - 11:30 a.m. on the second Thursday of each month.  

 If this sounds like a committee, you'd like to be part of, please take five minutes to 
complete and submit the interest survey form.  It's important that we have a wide range of 
representatives, so completing the form does not guarantee a place on the committee, 
rather it lets us know that you are interested in joining the group.  

• If you are interested, please complete and submit the interest form by March 3rd.   
• We ask that you please review the Advisory Planning Committee Member 

Guidelinesprior to submitting the interest form and of course reach out with any 
questions that you have.   

• 2026 Home Visiting Advisory Planning Committee Interest Form link: 
https://forms.office.com/r/GppS9yzsAj  

One more thing, please consider forwarding this email and interest form with a colleague 
who has a passion for planning, working collaboratively, and being part of a group who 
makes amazing things happen. 

For questions, contact Angie Pearcy at apearcy@mphi.org. 
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Parenting While Black's first conversation is 
February 24! / ¡La primera conversación de Ser 

Padres Siendo Negros es el 24 de Febrero! 

 

Join us for Parenting While Black: Nurturing Legacy, Love, and Liberation , 
a  FREE  dynamic four-part virtual conversation series by, for and among Black parents. 
This is a welcoming space for sharing ideas, stories, and ways of knowing and being. We 
will explore our similar and different experiences and our many different ways of being 
Black parents. The series delves into mental health and wellness, acknowledging the 
unique pressures we as Black parents face while also offering concrete tools for self-care 
and emotional resilience. We will celebrate Black families as a cornerstone of cultural 
preservation and affirmation of our futures, exploring ways to strengthen bonds across 
generations and build lasting legacies. We will explore our similar and different 
experiences and our many different ways of being Black parents and/or raising Black 
children.  

Our 60-minute conversations begin on February 24th and run through April 7th. This free 
series is designed to create an authentic space for Black parents to share experiences 
and insights and build community. The series will be moderated by Kimya Barden, 
Ph.D. , Parenting Scholar; Associate Professor of Urban Community Studies, 
Northeastern Illinois University-Chicago; Co-creator, The Speaker Shop. 

Each webinar includes live Spanish language translation and closed captioning. 

Can't attend the live webinars?  Register now to receive the recordings. 
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Michigan Families Reminded about Availability 
of Free Gun Locks 

 
Press Release 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Feb. 13, 2025 
CONTACT: Laina Stebbins, 517-241-2112, StebbinsL@michigan.gov 

 
Michigan families reminded about availability of free gun locks 

Michigan’s secure storage law signed into effect last year on this day 

LANSING, Mich. – The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) 
and Michigan State Police (MSP) are reminding Michigan families about the availability of 
free gun locks at MDHHS county offices and some local health departments as the state 
recognizes the one-year anniversary of Michigan’s secure storage law going into effect. 
More than 56,800 free gun locks have been distributed during that time. 

Public Act 17 of 2023 requires individuals to keep stored or unattended firearms unloaded 
and locked with a locking device or stored in a locked box or container if it is reasonably 
known that a minor is likely to be present on the premises. The law took effect Feb. 13, 
2024. 

In the past year, MSP used $500,000 in state funding appropriated in the FY24 MSP 
budget to purchase thousands of cable-style gun locks from Project ChildSafe. Those 
locks have been available for free at MDHHS county offices and some local health 
departments since last summer. 

“Everyone in Michigan deserves to feel safe, whether they’re at home, work, school, or 
out in the community,” said Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist II. “Governor Whitmer and I are 
proud of our work to address the root causes of gun violence through community violence 
intervention programs and historic legislation. I applaud the work that’s been done to 
provide free gun locks at MDHHS county offices and local health departments. They’ll 
help more Michiganders securely store their guns and save lives. Let’s keep working 
together to reduce gun violence, keep families and kids safe.” 

“Ensuring Michigan families have the tools to safely store firearms is critical to protecting 
children and family members from firearm violence,” said Elizabeth Hertel, MDHHS 
director. “Free gun locks are still available at our local offices, and we will continue to 
remind residents of this vital resource as long as supplies last. Safe firearm storage saves 
lives, and we urge all Michigan residents to take this important step to protect their loved 
ones.” 
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In 2020, firearm injuries became the number one cause of death for children in the United 
States, surpassing motor vehicle deaths and those caused by other injuries. This is also 
true among Michigan children and adolescents between one to 19 years of age. About 
1,500 Michigan residents die each year due to firearm injuries, while another 2,900 suffer 
serious non-fatal firearm injuries. 

“Gun owners play an important role in helping to prevent firearm injuries and death by 
ensuring minors don’t have access to firearms,” said Col. James F. Grady II, director of 
the MSP. “The solution is simple – obtain and use a gun lock. Even though we have 
distributed tens of thousands of free gun locks in the last year, we continue to urge all gun 
owners to obtain a lock and safely secure firearms.” 

Michigan’s secure storage law was passed to help protect Michigan families – particularly 
children – from the tragedies of gun violence and unintentional firearm injuries. MDHHS 
has worked over the last year to inform the public about the law and highlight the 
availability of free gun locks in an effort to save lives from gun violence and accidental 
firearm injuries. 

To obtain a free cable gun lock, residents can visit a local MDHHS office to request one or 
check with their local health department, some of which also have gun locks available. 
MDHHS staff who make home visits can access gun locks if a client has a need or 
requests one. 

Free gun locks can additionally be obtained through Project ChildSafe police partners 
across the state. Gun lock installation instructions are included within the product’s 
packaging and available on the Project ChildSafe website. 

To learn more about Michigan’s Secure Storage Law, visit Michigan.gov/secure-storage-
law. 

• Gun locks press release.pdf 
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Gov. Whitmer and Lt. Governor Gilchrist Proclaim February as Black History Month 
in Michigan  

LANSING, Mich. – Today, Governor Gretchen Whitmer and Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist 
issued a proclamation recognizing February as Black History Month, honoring the 
achievements, contributions, and resilience of Black Americans throughout Michigan.  

“This month, we honor the sacrifices and contributions of Black Americans who have 
helped move our state and country forward,” said Governor Whitmer. “Black 
Michiganders have played a critical role in shaping our history, our communities, and our 
economy. This month, let’s reflect, celebrate, and recommit ourselves to building a 
Michigan where everyone can thrive.”  

“During Black History Month, we celebrate and honor the resilience, history, and hope of 
Black Americans who changed the world,” said Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist II, 
Michigan’s first Black lieutenant governor. “We remind ourselves of our past and 
recommit to building on our progress and ensuring every Michigander has the opportunity 
to succeed, reach their full potential, and be their best self right here in Michigan. I 
encourage every Michigander to take time to explore Black history this month. Together, 
we will continue to dismantle barriers, expand opportunity, and honor the legacy of those 
who came before us.”  

“Black History is the root of all historical and anthropological studies. In the study of Black 
people, you will find the history of the human family.”  Mayor Marcus Muhammad, City 
of Benton Harbor.  

"On behalf of the Macomb County Branch of the NAACP, I would like to express my 
sincere gratitude for Governor Whitmer’s Proclamation recognizing February 2025 as 
Black History Month in the State of Michigan,” said London Bell, Macomb County 
Branch NAACP. “As we stand at the crossroads of injustice faced by generations of 
African Americans, it is imperative that we dedicate this month to honor the unique lived 
experiences and contributions of African Americans, as well as reflect on our resilience 
and our imprint on American culture and society."  

“The Floyd Skinner Bar Association is honored to join the Grand Rapids Bar Association 
and the State Bar of Michigan in celebrating Black History Month,” said Alex Thibodeau 
and the Floyd Skinner Bar Association. “This month is a time to reflect on the legacy of 
resilience, excellence, and contributions of Black Americans who have shaped our 
society, including in the legal profession. Black history is the story of all Americans, as it 
chronicles the obstacles, struggles, and accomplishments of our ancestors, as well as the 
dreams of all of us who continue to fight for a more perfect union. As we commemorate 
this history, we are reminded of the work still to be done to achieve equity and justice for 
all. We remain committed to advancing diversity, inclusion, and equal opportunity within 
the legal community and beyond.”  
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During this month, Michiganders are invited to honor the courage, achievements, and 
lasting contributions of Black Americans who have shaped our state and nation. Michigan 
is home to many landmarks that honor this legacy, such as the Charles H. Wright 
Museum of African American History in Detroit, which houses one of the world’s largest 
collections dedicated to African American history. The Motown Museum in Detroit, which 
preserves the history of Motown’s global impact, and the Detroit Institute of Arts, which 
showcases work by renowned Black artists, including Tiff Massey’s celebrated installation 
of “7 Mile + Livernois”. Black History Month is also a time to reflect upon our continued 
commitment to equity, freedom, and progress as we continue to build a more inclusive 
future.  

Since day one, Governor Whitmer and Lt. Governor Gilchrist have been focused on 
delivering for the Black community by getting things done on the issues that make a real 
difference in people’s lives.    

Building the most inclusive government in Michigan history   

• Appointed more than 535 Black Michiganders to boards, commissions, and full-
time positions. More than 60% of appointees are women or people of color.   

• 28, or one-third, of judicial appointees are Black, including the first Black woman 
on the Michigan Supreme Court.   

• Created the Black Leadership Advisory Council to help tackle racial inequity in 
Michigan.  

• Vetoed bills that would have disenfranchised and intimidated voters.  
• Signed legislation to make Juneteenth a state holiday.  
• Quintupled the Michigan Working Families Tax Credit to give over 700,000 

working families an average tax refund of $3,150. 
• Signed a budget providing free breakfast and lunch to all of Michigan’s 1.4 million 

public school students savings parents $850 per year.   
• Rolled back the retirement tax to save 500,000 households an average of $1,000 

a year.   
• Signed the bipartisan CROWN Act, banning hair discrimination.  
• Signed bipartisan bill recognizing May 2 as Negro Leagues Day in Michigan. 

To view the proclamation, click here.  
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Upcoming State of Michigan (SOM) Holidays 
May 26 
June 19 
July 4 

September 1 
November 11 

November 27 and 28 
December 24 and 25 

December 31 

   

Previously Released 
MIHP Updates 

To review any previously released MIHP 
Biweekly Updates, they can be found by 

visiting the MIHP webpage 
Michigan.gov/MIHP. 

 

Biweekly Update Topic 
Submission 

If you have suggestions for topics to be 
addressed in future additions of the MIHP 

Biweekly Update, please submit your 
ideas here. 

   

MDHHS Publications 
Sign up here to receive program updates 

and communications. 

 

Coordinator Directory 
Please click here to access the most 
recent Coordinator Directory. MIHP 

Coordinator Directory 

   

Our communication for the Maternal Infant Health Program has been streamlined to a single 
email address and phone number. Please forward all emails to MIHP@michigan.gov.  For 

further assistance, contact the state office @ 1-833-MI4-MIHP (1-833-644-6447). Thank you. 
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