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Mark Your Calendar: April COP Webinar 
 The April Community of Practice webinar will be on Wednesday, April 9, 2025 from 1 
p.m. – 2:30 p.m. The topic is "NEAR Collaborative - Trauma-Informed Care," presented 
by Michelle Walters. 

CLICK HERE to register for the April CoP Webinar! 

   

Medicaid Beneficiary Advisory Council 
Help spread awareness of the Michigan Medicaid Beneficiary Advisory Council (BAC). 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is seeking current 
and former Medicaid beneficiaries, and caregivers/family members of Medicaid members 
to join a statewide advisory committee and share their experiences. The deadline to apply 
is April 14, 2025. 

If you work with Medicaid recipients, help us spread the word! This is a chance for real 
people to influence decisions that shape Medicaid services. 

BAC members will be eligible to receive stipends, child care, and respite for caregivers for 
participating. 

Please see the Outreach Toolkit below with examples of messaging to distribute at your 
discretion, along with images that can be used to accompany the provided 
messages. Interested candidates for the BAC can learn more about the BAC and apply 
today by visiting the BAC website.  

The opportunity to apply closes April 14. If you have any questions or need more 
information, please don't hesitate to reach out to us at MDHHS-BAC@michigan.gov.  

MDHHS Outreach Toolkit for Partners.pdf 
MDHHS Partner 1.png 
MDHHS Partner 2.png 
MDHHS Partner 3.png 
MDHHS Partner 4.png 

• Applications must be completed in full and received by 5 p.m. April 14. 
• Questions about the application can be emailed to MDHHS-BAC@michigan.gov. 
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MDHHS launches initiative to strengthen 
behavioral health care access, quality and 

choice for Michigan families 
Press Release 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Feb. 28, 2025 

CONTACT: Lynn Sutfin, 517-241-2112, Sutfinl1@michigan.gov      

MDHHS launches initiative to strengthen behavioral health care access, quality and 
choice for Michigan families 

Online survey offered to identify opportunities and improvements to Medicaid behavioral 
health services prior to selecting Pre-Paid Inpatient Health Plans  

LANSING, Mich. – The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is 
launching an initiative designed to improve access to quality behavioral health care. As 
part of this effort, MDHHS is seeking public input through an online survey as the 
department moves to a competitive procurement process for the state’s Pre-Paid Inpatient 
Health Plan (PIHP) contracts. 

This initiative will help to increase consumer choice and access to services while 
preserving the Community Mental Health Services Programs (CMHSPs) many Medicaid 
beneficiaries go to for behavioral health care services today. 

 

 

mailto:Sutfinl1@michigan.gov


“Michigan Medicaid beneficiaries deserve access to behavioral health care services when 
and where they need them,” said Elizabeth Hertel, MDHHS director. “This effort brings 
together the investment, creativity and commitment of the department and its partners – 
including community mental health, health care providers, individuals served and 
communities – to create a more accessible and person-centered system of care dedicated 
to ensuring Michigan residents a healthier future.” 

Michigan’s specialty behavioral health system provides health care coverage to 
approximately 300,000 Michiganders, including adults with serious mental illness, children 
with serious emotional disturbance, individuals with substance use disorder and 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. MDHHS contracts with PIHPs 
as the regional Medicaid managed care entity. 

PIHPs are charged with providing adequate supports and services to those in need of the 
specialty behavioral health benefit and are key to achieving the department’s mission to 
improve the health, safety and prosperity of residents. PIHPs manage provider networks 
including CMHSPs and behavioral health providers. 

“The specialty behavioral health system needs to be more accountable and responsive to 
the needs of people served. It’s time for a change,” said Sherri Boyd, executive director, 
The Arc Michigan. 

Through an online survey, MDHHS seeks input from people currently enrolled in Medicaid 
and their families, advocacy groups, community-based organizations, federally recognized 
tribal governments, providers of health care, behavioral health and other interested parties 
to identify opportunities for innovation and improvement in the services and supports 
provided through the PIHP system. 

Survey questions seek feedback on priorities to help determine where the state should 
focus its efforts. Examples include strengthening person-centered care, conflict-free 
access and planning, increasing access to providers, beneficiary behavioral health plan 
choice, beneficiary provider choice, enhancing quality, strengthening outcomes and using 
data to drive quality. 

Feedback received will help guide planning and decision-making in preparation for the 
implementation of new PIHP behavioral health plan contracts, as well as other MDHHS 
efforts to improve the health of residents served by the programs. 

Survey responses must be submitted through the online survey no later than 5 p.m., 
Monday, March 31. The Arc Michigan, The Mental Health Association in Michigan and 
other advocacy organizations are working with MDHHS to include the voices of individuals 
served and their families who may not have internet access, have alternative 
communication needs or would prefer to work through an advocacy organization. 

For more information, visit Michigan.gov/BehavioralHealth. Procurement-related questions 
can be sent to MDHHS-BHSurvey@michigan.gov. 

  

• Mental health survey NR.pdf 
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Ask the Pediatrician: How to protect your 
children during a measles outbreak 

 

This article was posted on The Kansas City Star. Read more here. 

Ongoing measles outbreaks and the recent death of a child in West Texas from measles 
have many parents concerned. Most of the people who have gotten sick were not 
vaccinated against measles. This is a stark reminder of the importance of making sure 
your children are fully vaccinated. 

In recent years, some parents have refused or delayed vaccinating their children due to 
fear or misinformation about the safety of the measles vaccine. This means there are 
more unvaccinated children, teens and adults in our communities. 

It’s important to remember that getting the measles vaccine is much safer than getting the 
measles infection. 

Occasional side effects of the measles vaccine include fever, tenderness at the injection 
site and rash. Rare side effects include a temporary decrease in blood platelets. The 
measles vaccine does not cause autism. 

Measles was once a common childhood disease. While most children recovered from 
measles without problems, many others did not. In some children, the infection caused 
pneumonia and in a few, encephalitis (inflammation of the brain that can lead to blindness 
or deafness) and even death. Of every 1,000 people who got measles, 1 to 2 would die. 

Before the measles vaccine was available, every year an average of 450 people died from 
measles; most of them were previously healthy children. 
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Measles is the most contagious infectious disease known. The virus can live for up to 2 
hours in the air where infected people have coughed or sneezed, or on surfaces they may 
have touched. As a result, anyone in crowded public spaces may come into contact with 
measles. 

The measles virus spreads easily through the air when an infected person sneezes or 
coughs and someone nearby inhales the infected droplets. It can also be transmitted by 
direct contact with fluids from the nose or mouth of an infected person. 

The most commonly recognized symptom of measles is a very high fever accompanied by 
a red or brownish blotchy rash, although this is not the only symptom. Others include 
cough, runny nose, fever, and red, watery eyes. 

The recent measles outbreaks in the United States have been in unvaccinated people. 
Choosing to not vaccinate your children not only leaves them susceptible to measles but 
can also pose a danger for other children. This includes infants who are too young to be 
vaccinated and those who are unable to be vaccinated due to other health conditions. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
and the American Academy of Family Physicians all recommend children receive the 
measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine at age 12-15 months, and again at 4-6 
years. Children can receive the second dose earlier if it is at least 28 days after the first 
dose. 

High immunization rates in a community protects those who are too young to be 
vaccinated, including infants under 12 months of age. These infants are at the highest risk 
of serious illness, hospitalization, and death due to measles. 

If you are not sure if you or your children have been fully vaccinated against measles, talk 
with your doctor to see if anyone in your family needs to be vaccinated. There is no risk to 
receiving measles vaccine if you have been immunized before. Measles is a live vaccine 
so children with certain immune problems or receiving some medications that suppress 
the immune system should not receive the measles vaccine. Your pediatrician is your best 
source of advice on vaccinations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   



 

Quitlink Program 
The Michigan Tobacco Quitlink has launched a program to assist people trying to quit 
using menthol cigarettes.  Interested enrollees are asked about menthol use.  If they reply 
“yes,” they qualify for additional services. 

The enrollees receive four coaching calls and eight weeks of nicotine replacement therapy 
which includes a choice of patch, gum and/or lozenges.  Quitting menthol is more difficult 
than regular cigarettes so enrollees receive financial incentives to keep them 
engaged.  They receive Visa gift cards in the amount of $10 for completing the first 
coaching call, $15 for the second and $25 for the third.  Most often, change behavior 
occurs with those completing the third call and they are more likely to complete the final 
call.  In FY 23, 42% of enrollees were using menthol and 27% reported quitting. 

For more information, visit the Michigan Tobacco Quitlink webpage. 

   

Upcoming State of Michigan (SOM) Holidays 
May 26 
June 19 
July 4 

September 1 
November 11 

November 27 and 28 
December 24 and 25 

December 31 
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Previously Released 
MIHP Updates 

To review any previously released MIHP 
Biweekly Updates, they can be found by 

visiting the MIHP webpage 
Michigan.gov/MIHP. 

 

Biweekly Update 
Topic Submission 

If you have suggestions for topics to be 
addressed in future additions of the MIHP 

Biweekly Update, please submit your 
ideas here. 

   

MDHHS Publications 
Sign up here to receive program updates 

and communications. 

 

Coordinator Directory 
Please click here to access the most 
recent Coordinator Directory. MIHP 

Coordinator Directory 

   

Our communication for the Maternal Infant Health Program has been streamlined to a 
single email address and phone number. Please forward all emails to 

MIHP@michigan.gov.  For further assistance, contact the state office @ 1-833-MI4-MIHP 
(1-833-644-6447). Thank you. 
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