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August is Home Visiting Month! 
August is recognized as Home Visiting Month in Michigan. Each year, tens of thousands 
of families are partnered with caring, trusted home visitors that walk alongside them 
during pregnancy, infancy, and early childhood. We applaud this invaluable work that 
home visitors and partners do everyday to support families across the state.    

Consider taking this opportunity to share information about MIHP and other home visiting 
programs available to families. To help support promotional efforts, several key resources 
are available: 

• MIHP Promotional Materials 
• Home Visiting 
• Home Visiting - Michigan 2-1-1 

   

MIHP Resource Updated 
The MIHP resource “Infant Mental Health – Reasons for Referrals” has been replaced 
with a Mental Health Referral Quick Guide as 7/30/25. The original resource has been 
revised to include examples of when to refer to Infant Mental Health (IMH) or other mental 
health services and is intended to enhance the guidance provided outlined in the MIHP 
Operations Guide. This resource can be found in the Content-Specific Guidance section 
of the Policy and Operations page. 

   

Mark Your Calendar: September COP Webinar 
The September Community of Practice webinar will be on Tuesday, September 9 from 
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. The topic is Perinatal Mood and Anxiety Disorders and Fathers, 
presented by Kristina Ledlow, BA, ICCE-CD, PMH-C, Perinatal Emotional Support 
Coordinator at Bronson Methodist Hospital. 

As noted in the Important MIHP Update you received earlier this morning, this 
webinar will not be recorded, and slides will not be posted per request of the 
speakers. 

CLICK HERE to register for the September COP Webinar! 
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Early On and Home Visiting Collaboration 
 

A new page has been added to the MIHP website regarding a recent Quality Improvement 
Initiative. The project was focused on enhancing collaboration between MIHP, other home 
visiting programs and Early On, in order to best serve our shared families. 

Videos describing Early On and Home Visiting, as well as ways we can collaborate, are 
available. 

 

Please share with your local MIHP team. 
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Home Visiting Survey: Learning Accommodations  
We're designing training for YOU, tell us how you learn best! 

 

As part of the Center for Quality Family Support Professional Development Project, we 
are working to strengthen training experiences for you!  We care about making trainings 
that truly support you, which is why we’re asking how you learn best. To support this goal, 
we've launched a survey to better understand your preferences for learning and 
what supports might be helpful to you. 

Whether you love hands-on activities, benefit from visual materials, prefer quiet time to 
reflect, or something else entirely, we want to hear from you! 

📝📝Please take about 10 minutes to complete our Learning Accommodations 
Survey by September 1st. Your feedback will help us design both in-person and virtual 
training opportunities that accommodate a variety of learning styles and needs. 
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Parent Leadership Training Opportunity Now Open 
The Parent Leadership in State Government (PLISG) initiative has announced an 
additional Parents Partnering for Change (PPC) training in September. Title V funding 
helps to support this initiative. 

The training will take place September 8-10. Attendees receive a stipend for their time 
and are eligible for childcare reimbursement, if needed. 

Parents Partnering for Change is three half days of introductory leadership training for 
parents. Parents learn how to be leaders and active participants. Training topics include: 

• How to tell your family story 
• What it means to be a parent leader 
• Understanding communication styles 
• How an advisory board works 
• Making meetings effective 
• Conflict management 

  

Any parent (biological, kinship, adoptive, foster, and/or caregiver) who has a child aged 
birth to 18 who has received public services or is eligible to receive public services in 
Michigan can attend. If you know of a parent(s) who would like to participate in the 
September training, email Nancy Peeler (cc Sarah Davis) by August 4 with their name 
and contact information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fplisg.org%2Fparents-partnering-for-change%2F%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019899abefb1-2c176a16-f9ac-49c9-a3a5-61fa2bd308ef-000000/ABoJqG8oPv_atSyteO3xmjpAhMAmTzJU7rgNxkY2eBI=417
mailto:PeelerN@michigan.gov
mailto:DavisS11@michigan.gov


 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: CORRECTION: 
Health Information Technology Commission seeks 

applicants for CIE Community Voice Subgroup 
Press Release 

 
CORRECTION: Corrects links to Community Voice Subgroup website and 
application. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 23, 2025 

CONTACT: Laina Stebbins, 517-241-2112, StebbinsL@michigan.gov 

Health Information Technology Commission seeks applicants for CIE Community 
Voice Subgroup 

Panel will guide advisory committee on state policy development 

LANSING, Mich. – The Health Information Technology Commission (HITC) Community 
Information Exchange (CIE) Advisory Committee is seeking applications for its 
Community Voice Subgroup. 

The HITC was established by Public Act 137 in 2006 and is part of the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services. In 2023, the commission adopted the CIE 
Task Force Final Report and established the CIE Advisory Committee, which is charged 
with developing statewide infrastructure to support community information exchange. 
Organizations across Michigan use different data systems to connect people to health, 
human and social services. CIE supports communities by making it easier to know what 
services are available and how people can access those resources. 

A key element of the CIE Advisory Committee’s work is to focus on consumer and 
participant experiences, including formal ways for community members to participate in 
decision-making. The Community Voice Subgroup will help guide the CIE Advisory 
Committee on state-level policy development and effective implementation of community 
information exchange. 

Examples of community information exchange could include a clinic and a transportation 
nonprofit sharing data to ensure a senior citizen has a ride to the doctor's office, or local 
community organizations sharing data about up-to-date availability of emergency shelter 
beds. 
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The Community Voice Subgroup will include a majority of individuals with lived experience 
in CIE systems, as well as caregivers or guardians of individuals with lived experience, 
alongside representatives from the public and private sectors. Before applying, please 
review the subcommittee charter on the Community Voice Subgroup website. 

The Community Voice Subgroup will meet six times per year for 90 minutes, beginning in 
late 2025. The subgroup will meet virtually unless otherwise agreed to in advance. Please 
submit an application for consideration by Friday, Aug.15. 

Please visit the Community Information Exchange webpage to learn more about CIE, 
preview the Community Voice Subgroup application questions and/or review the subgroup 
charter. Questions and feedback can be sent to MDHHS-SDOH-
PolicyandPlanning@michigan.gov. 

 To view the Press Release in full click here. 

 
 

   

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: MDHHS continues to 
recommend COVID-19 vaccination for everyone 6 

months and older  
Press Release 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 28, 2025 

CONTACT: Lynn Sutfin, 517-241-2112, SutfinL1@michigan.gov  

MDHHS continues to recommend COVID-19 vaccination for everyone 6 months and 
older   

LANSING, Mich. -- The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) 
continues to recommend, in alignment with the American Academy of Pediatrics and the 
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, the COVID-19 vaccine during 
pregnancy, and for every person 6 months and older to protect from serious illness. 

Recently the Health and Human Service (HHS) director issued guidance to change 
COVID-19 vaccine recommendations for healthy children and pregnant persons. 
However, the COVID-19 vaccine remains safe during pregnancy, and vaccination can 
protect children, women and their infants after birth. Maternal vaccination during 
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pregnancy can reduce the risk of COVID-19-related hospitalization for infants by more 
than half during the first three months of life.  

“There is strong evidence that supports COVID-19 vaccination during pregnancy and for 
pediatric patients,” said Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian, chief medical executive. “Recent data 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention show that children under 6 months 
of age are at the highest risk for hospitalization, and that more than 40% of those 
hospitalized had no underlying conditions. The COVID-19 vaccine is the best way to 
prevent complications of infection. We urge Michigan residents talk to their health care 
providers about getting vaccinated.”   

MDHHS continually reviews evidence on new and existing vaccines. This evidence 
overwhelmingly demonstrates that vaccines are safe and have saved millions of lives and 
prevented tens of millions of hospitalizations in the US over the past 30 years.  The 2023–
2024 vaccine reduced the risk of COVID-19-associated emergency room and urgent care 
visits by 65-70% for children in the first two months after vaccination.   

The COVID-19 vaccine was approved following rigorous testing and safety review 
processes, including clinical trials and review by medical experts. It continues to be tested 
in large clinical trials to ensure it meets established safety standards. The vaccine also 
received medical and safety review and authorization from the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices and the CDC director. Following national approval, 
MDHHS reviews all FDA and CDC recommendations to provide clinical guidance to 
Michigan providers and the public.  

COVID-19 continues to cause illness, hospitalization and death, and the vaccine 
continues to be an important tool in preventing severe illness and death. To protect and 
promote the health and safety of all residents, we encourage everyone to stay up to date 
on all vaccinations.   

To learn more about COVID-19 and seasonal respiratory illnesses and how to protect 
yourself, visit Michigan.gov/COVIDFluRSV.   

  

To view the Press Release in full click here. 

   

Resource: Quick Guide to Public Health 
Misinformation 

The Public Health Communications Collaborative has created the Quick Guide to Public 
Health Misinformation. This guide is an at-a-glance resource to help public health 
professionals identify incorrect public health information online and respond with clarity, 
accurate information, and accessible language. This resource is an extension of the 
Public Health Communicators Guide to Misinformation. 
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https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublichealthcollaborative.org%2Fcommunication-tools%2Fa-quick-guide-to-public-health-misinformation%2F%3F_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_LnoRyxvJMW8MIH6roT9gY0mudXtwb0nnXg3q2_iXGfo6tVOrk7VTs1fqeiZ00Bf81C4WrYmkZTM9dHYXVmJciwYfGww%26_hsmi=351893743%26utm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019899abefb1-2c176a16-f9ac-49c9-a3a5-61fa2bd308ef-000000/4XcPUmhetgH84ncsWpR9GAKz1joywPlMXsiqOe5QRBc=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublichealthcollaborative.org%2Fcommunication-tools%2Fthe-public-health-communicators-guide-to-misinformation%2F%3F_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8ULezSb6RgSxQzHpbyrNNL_pWc4Ie41uDBNOTAIxtB_wmKxqmh0vkFRi-m9ke66Nk3fk3K8otg-vXdxz7QWa1-K5c2EQ%26_hsmi=351893743%26utm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019899abefb1-2c176a16-f9ac-49c9-a3a5-61fa2bd308ef-000000/bhfksWum7mrCFaPLxCFMv0YYDbdeKt5_W9fU2Crw07A=417


Infant Safe Sleep Communications Toolkit 
 

The Infant Safe Sleep Communications Toolkit provides a variety of resources that you 
can use to promote infant safe sleep. You will find links to social media messages, images 
and videos you can use, campaign tips and more. Review the toolkit today to find out how 
you can use it to promote infant safe sleep. 

 

 
   

Social Media Messages 
 

 

 
The MDHHS Infant Safe Sleep Program now provides 
monthly social media messages that you can utilize on your 
own social media accounts. The sample posts are sent out 
about a week before the end of the month for the next 
month. The posts include links to images that you can use, 
if needed. If you’d like access to these messages, sign up 
for the Infant Safe Sleep for Professionals email list. 
Contact the MDHHS Infant Safe Sleep Program at MDHHS-
InfantSafeSleep@michigan.gov if you have questions. 

 

 
 

 
   

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2F0,5885,7-339-71548_57836-391901--,00.html%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019899abefb1-2c176a16-f9ac-49c9-a3a5-61fa2bd308ef-000000/G4XedoQqjbPZhouuP-EOxU3iXx2F-FwgQOamXiGTGCc=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FMIDHHS%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew%3Ftopic_id=MIDHHS_99/1/0100019899abefb1-2c176a16-f9ac-49c9-a3a5-61fa2bd308ef-000000/1BMelJvtCGpA48VSl7H5iqW4EzKnMu0ei9MMzc0BwFA=417
mailto:MDHHS-InfantSafeSleep@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-InfantSafeSleep@michigan.gov


  

 

  

   

Upcoming State of Michigan (SOM) Holidays 
 

September 1 
November 11 

November 27 and 28 
December 24 and 25 

December 31 

   

Previously Released 
MIHP Updates 

To review any previously released MIHP 
Biweekly Updates, they can be found by 

visiting the MIHP webpage 
Michigan.gov/MIHP. 

 

Biweekly Update Topic 
Submission 

If you have suggestions for topics to be 
addressed in future additions of the MIHP 

Biweekly Update, please submit your 
ideas here. 

   

MDHHS Publications 
Sign up here to receive program updates 

and communications. 

 

Coordinator Directory 
Please click here to access the most 
recent Coordinator Directory. MIHP 

Coordinator Directory 

   

Our communication for the Maternal Infant Health Program has been streamlined to a 
single email address and phone number. Please forward all emails to 

MIHP@michigan.gov.  For further assistance, contact the state office @ 1-833-MI4-MIHP 
(1-833-644-6447). Thank you. 

    

 

 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmihp%2F0,5421,7-311-66378_66386_91891---,00.html%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019899abefb1-2c176a16-f9ac-49c9-a3a5-61fa2bd308ef-000000/KEF_zj2nIUbfHhG7C4xHGp0mcBa8qpzzvcuTkEYwfSM=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmihp%2F0,5421,7-311-66378_66386_91891---,00.html%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019899abefb1-2c176a16-f9ac-49c9-a3a5-61fa2bd308ef-000000/KEF_zj2nIUbfHhG7C4xHGp0mcBa8qpzzvcuTkEYwfSM=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.research.net%2Fr%2F3RTFCXD%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019899abefb1-2c176a16-f9ac-49c9-a3a5-61fa2bd308ef-000000/ScytnzkQFXUsbQWPGWdDktnj9aJ0y0TZbwuuaDDMhsE=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.research.net%2Fr%2F3RTFCXD%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019899abefb1-2c176a16-f9ac-49c9-a3a5-61fa2bd308ef-000000/ScytnzkQFXUsbQWPGWdDktnj9aJ0y0TZbwuuaDDMhsE=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FMIDHHS%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew%3Ftopic_id=MIDHHS_601/1/0100019899abefb1-2c176a16-f9ac-49c9-a3a5-61fa2bd308ef-000000/nV7Dh-yBEoJ_Ff2t6i-e9jBBN5bZmMlDauZ-jhJjwh0=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FMIDHHS%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew%3Ftopic_id=MIDHHS_601/1/0100019899abefb1-2c176a16-f9ac-49c9-a3a5-61fa2bd308ef-000000/nV7Dh-yBEoJ_Ff2t6i-e9jBBN5bZmMlDauZ-jhJjwh0=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FMIDHHS%2F2025%2F08%2F11%2Ffile_attachments%2F3352323%2F08.08.25%2520Coordinator%2520Directory%2520for%2520posting.xls/1/0100019899abefb1-2c176a16-f9ac-49c9-a3a5-61fa2bd308ef-000000/C-4uI_s2n3eqkvWXzrJflqiHbQDBheF0lXTL-YOT6nw=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FMIDHHS%2F2025%2F08%2F11%2Ffile_attachments%2F3352323%2F08.08.25%2520Coordinator%2520Directory%2520for%2520posting.xls/1/0100019899abefb1-2c176a16-f9ac-49c9-a3a5-61fa2bd308ef-000000/C-4uI_s2n3eqkvWXzrJflqiHbQDBheF0lXTL-YOT6nw=417
mailto:MIHP@michigan.gov
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