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Mark Your Calendar: October COP Webinar 
The October Community of Practice webinar will be on Wednesday, October 8 from 9:00 
a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Topic: MI Bridges, Helping Beneficiaries Navigaters, presented by 
Crystal Korpi. 

CLICK HERE to register for the October COP Webinar! 
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Updated Chart Review Tool 
In order to align with Cycle 10 requirements, the Chart Review Tool has been updated 
and can be found on the Certification page of the MIHP website. This MDHHS-developed 
tool or a provider-developed tool may be used to conduct chart audits, which are required 
at least quarterly. 

Details regarding chart audits (and billing audits) can be found in Section 3 of the Policy 
and Operations Guide, Certification Specifications, and Protocol Specifications. 
 

   

 

   

Upcoming Training Opportunity: Bridging the Gap: 
Addressing Substance use Disorder Training 

Registration 
Substance Use Disorder (SUD) continues to impact individuals, families, and communities 
across Michigan. This training offers a comprehensive overview of the current landscape 
of SUD in the state, highlighting key trends, challenges, and opportunities for intervention. 
Participants will explore statewide initiatives and local resources—from prevention and 
treatment programs to recovery support services—designed to foster collaboration and 
improve outcomes. This session will equip you with actionable knowledge and 
connections to better serve those affected by SUD in your region. 

Date and Time: Friday, October 17 at 9:00am 

Audience: Home Visiting Professionals, Peer Navigators, and Help Me Grow 
Coordinators 

Registration Link: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/f96kfza 

  

Reach out to Angie Pearcy, apearcy@mphi.org with any questions! 
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Motivational Interviewing for  
Mi Home Visiting Initiative  

 
MDHHS MIHP is excited to share a new training series developed specifically for the 
Michigan Home Visiting Initiative: Motivational Interviewing. 

What is it about? 
In this highly interactive workshop, we’ll explore the relational aspects of Motivational 
Interviewing (MI). MI is a collaborative, goal-oriented method of communication with 
particular attention to the language of change.  We’ll collaborate to learn MI with 
introspection, small groups and large group discussion/exercises and videos. 

Who Should Attend? 
This training series is limited to 170 participants.  Registration slots will first be offered to 
individuals connected with Michigan’s Evidence-Based Home Visiting programs and those 
serving as Peer Navigators. All other participants will be placed on a waiting list and 
offered slots as capacity allows.  

When is it? 

• October 2nd from 1:00-4:00 p.m. Eastern Time             
• October 30th from 1:00-4:00 p.m. Eastern Time             
• November 25th from 1:00-4:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

Where is it held? 
The training will be held virtually using Zoom. A zoom link will be emailed to you prior to 
the first session.  

Is there a cost? 
No, this training is Free! 

 Participants MUST attend all live training sessions.  By completing the registration 
form you agree to attend all three sessions. 

SPACE IS LIMITED 
Registration Link: https://forms.office.com/r/fbmg0PJrbV 

 
Registration Questions:  

Contact Angie Pearcy at apearcy@mphi.org or 989-439-5967 
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American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
(ACOG) Releases Updated Maternal Immunization 

Guidance for COVID-19, Influenza, and RSV 
ACOG released updated clinical guidance regarding vaccination during pregnancy 
against COVID-19, influenza, and RSV. The three guidance documents all continue to 
recommend maternal immunization and are consistent with ACOG’s previous 
recommendations. In the face of vaccine hesitancy and misinformation, the new guidance 
reflects a large and growing body of research and data that show vaccines continue to be 
the best tool available for pregnant patients to protect themselves and their infants from 
these viruses. With this guidance, health care professionals can enter respiratory illness 
season prepared to recommend maternal vaccination for COVID-19, influenza, and RSV. 

 Below are links to the full guidance documents, along with FAQs and a COVID-19 
vaccine conversation guide to support you in your practice. 

More Information 

• Updated Practice Advisory: 
○   COVID-19 Vaccination Considerations for Obstetric–Gynecologic Care  
○   COVID-19 FAQs for Obstetrician-Gynecologists 
○   COVID-19 Vaccines and Pregnancy: Conversation Guide  

• New Practice Advisory: Influenza in Pregnancy: Prevention and Treatment  
○   Influenza FAQs for Obstetrician–Gynecologists  

• Updated Practice Advisory: Maternal RSV Vaccination  
○   Maternal RSV Vaccination: FAQs  

• Additional ACOG tools and resources on maternal immunization 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: MDHHS joins SAMHSA to 
highlight importance of 988 Lifeline during 988 Day 

and National Suicide Prevention Month 
Press Release 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Sept. 8, 2025 

CONTACT: Lynn Sutfin, 517-241-2112, SutfinL1@michigan.gov 

MDHHS joins SAMHSA to highlight importance of 988 Lifeline during 988 Day and 
National Suicide Prevention Month  

LANSING, Mich. – The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is 
joining with the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration to observe 
the second annual 988 Day Monday, Sept. 8.   

988 Day is a national initiative dedicated to raising awareness about the 988 Suicide and 
Crisis Lifeline through the overarching theme “Compassionate Help. Anytime. Anywhere.” 
This observance, coinciding with National Suicide Prevention Month, underscores the 
critical importance of behavioral health awareness, fostering open communication and 
extending support to individuals in their moments of need.   

“Strengthening crisis care and mental health services continues to be a top priority in 
Michigan and 988 is an important part of that effort,” said Elizabeth Hertel, MDHHS 
director. “We encourage anyone experiencing a crisis, whether personally or through one 
of their family members, to use this resource whenever needed.”  

The 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, previously known as the National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline, is a 24/7 toll-free nationwide hotline consisting of a network of local call centers 
across the country that confidentially provide compassionate care for people with 
emotional distress or crisis related to life circumstances, anxiety, depression, suicide, 
mental health, substance use and more. Calls to Michigan’s 988 Lifeline are answered by 
compassionate and well-trained staff who help connect those experiencing crisis with 
support and resources. This line offers immediate support to people when life gets to be 
too much, regardless of the reason for call.   

According to the 2024 State of Mental Health in America report, almost 23% of Michigan 
adults have a mental health illness and more than 424,000 had serious thoughts of 
suicide.  In addition, more than one in every 10 youths had serious thoughts of suicide. 
With rising levels of anxiety and emotional distress, it is crucial people have somewhere to 
turn when they are in crisis.   
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The support offered to Michigan residents through 988 is vital in providing de-escalation of 
crisis and reducing levels of distress. Since July 2022, nearly 261,000 calls from Michigan 
residents have been answered by 988. At the beginning and close of each 988 call, 
individuals are asked to self-report their level of distress. State data shows that about 54% 
of individuals are calling in and reporting overwhelming and high levels of distress and by 
the end of the call only 14% are still reporting overwhelming and high levels of distress.   

The 988 Lifeline is a direct connection to immediate support and resources as the 
average time it takes for a call to be answered in Michigan is 13 seconds. People who are 
worried about a loved one who may need support can also call 988. There are specialized 
services available for veterans and individuals who speak Spanish by selecting the 
corresponding option on the call menu.  

Crisis center calling services are available in English and Spanish, as well as a Language 
Line Solutions to provide translation services in more than 250 additional languages is 
also available. Text and chat are currently available in English only.  

TTY users will be served either through their preferred relay service or by 
dialing 711 then 800-273-8255.  

For more information, visit 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline and Michigan Crisis & Access 
Line. 

 2025 988 Day NR.pdf 

 
 

   

Maternal Immunization Task Force Hosts 
Webinar to Prepare for Respiratory Virus Season 
The Maternal Immunization Task Force invites you to attend our upcoming webinar, 
Preparing for Respiratory Virus Season: A Review of Maternal Immunization Guidance 
and Communication Strategies to Increase Vaccine Uptake and Confidence, to prepare 
you for the respiratory virus season. Join AAFP, ACNM, ACOG, the Association of 
Women’s Health, Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses, the National Association of Nurse 
Practitioners in Women’s Health, and the Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine (SMFM). 

When: Wednesday, September 17 
Time: 5 to 6 p.m. ET. 
Where: Live Virtual Event, see details below to register 

You will hear from Komkwuan P. Paruchabutr, DNP, FNP-BC, WHNP-BC, CNM, FACNM, 
FNAP; Geeta Swamy, MD, FACOG; and Todd Wolynn, MD, MMM, FAAP, as they review 
ACOG’s COVID-19, flu, and RSV vaccine clinical guidance and consider effective tools 
to help health professionals communicate with pregnant patients. 

Experts will also discuss ways to address common patient concerns and provide 
strategies to best communicate with and educate the public about respiratory viruses and 
vaccines. 

This will be a live event. Attendees can submit questions through the registration form or 
ask them during the event. 
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RELEASE: Governor Whitmer Signs Executive Directive, 
Ensuring Michiganders Can Access Vaccines to Stay Healthy 

Ahead of Cold, COVID-19, and Flu Season  
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
September 17, 2025  
Contact: press@michigan.gov  

Governor Whitmer Signs Executive Directive, Ensuring Michiganders Can Access 
Vaccines to Stay Healthy Ahead of Cold, COVID-19, and Flu Season   

LANSING, Mich.—Today, Governor Gretchen Whitmer signed an executive directive, 
ensuring vaccines remain available to Michiganders as we approach the fall. 
Specifically, she has instructed state agencies to identify and remove any 
barriers to accessing COVID-19 vaccines, so Michiganders can stay healthy 
ahead of cold and flu season. Governor Whitmer remains committed to 
supporting the health and wellbeing of every Michigander and their families.   

“Cold, flu, and COVID-19 season are upon us. We all have a role to play in keeping our 
communities safe and healthy,” said Governor Whitmer. “Today’s executive directive 
ensures Michiganders can get the COVID-19 vaccine. According to medical 
experts, vaccines remain the most effective way to stay healthy. I’m committed 
to providing Michiganders with the best options for their families. Let’s keep 
working together to protect our families and ourselves.”  

“This cold, flu, and COVID-19 season, we’re working to help every Michigan family protect 
themselves, their families, and their communities,” said Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist II. 
“This executive directive will ensure state agencies connect Michiganders with 
vaccines, which according to medical experts are the best way to stay healthy 
and safe. Let’s keep Standing Tall for a healthier, more prosperous Michigan.”  

“It is incredibly important for Michiganders to get vaccinated this cold, flu, and COVID-19 
season,” said Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian. “Protecting ourselves from cold, flu, and 
COVID-19 also protects our loved ones, our hospitals, health care workers, and 
so many more. With this executive directive, we’re connecting Michiganders with 
trusted resources from medical experts and helping more families get the safe 
and effective flu and COVID-19 vaccines. We encourage Michiganders to speak 
with their healthcare providers as they prepare for this season. Let’s do our part 
to stay healthy and keep Michigan strong.”  
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Executive Directive Expanding Access to Vaccinations  

Governor Whitmer’s executive directive instructs multiple Michigan departments to ensure 
that the COVID-19 vaccination is available to Michiganders. Specifically, departments 
will:  

• Issue clear, accessible guidance to pharmacists, providers, and the public about 
the safety and efficacy of the COVID-19 vaccine. 

• Issue guidance instructing pharmacists and providers to encourage prescribing 
and administering COVID-19 vaccines to patients. 

• Identify, review, and remove barriers to vaccine access to ensure COVID-
19 vaccines remain widely available in Michigan.  

• Ensuring to the extent possible that all health insurance plans under MDHHS and 
DIFS regulatory authority - including Medicaid and insurance plans in the 
individual, small group, and large group markets - cover COVID-19 vaccines.    

Routine vaccination promotes the health and safety of all Michiganders. When individuals 
in our state choose to get the COVID-19 vaccine they protect themselves, their families 
and neighbors from illness, hospitalization and death. This important decision should be 
between a person and their healthcare provider.     

The American Academy of Pediatrics, the American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, the American Academy of Family Physicians have all made evidence-
based recommendations that make clear that vaccination remains a safe and effective 
means for protecting against COVID infection. These recommendations are consistent 
with prior guidance and reflect the scientific consensus regarding the safety and benefits 
of immunization.   

Research conducted by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
supports these conclusions. According to their study, the 2023–2024 vaccine reduced the 
risk of COVID-19-associated emergency room and urgent care visits by 65-70% for 
children in the first two months after vaccination.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Supporting Michiganders’ Access to Affordable Health Care  

Governor Whitmer is committed to protecting and expanding Michiganders’ access to 
affordable health care. Since taking office, Governor Whitmer has:   

• Extended Healthy Michigan Plan to over one million people, and eliminated 
red tape, lowering costs for working families.  

• Signed bills codifying the Affordable Care Act into state law, protecting care for 
millions.  

• Signed a budget that increased reimbursement rates to Medicaid so more 
Michiganders can access Medicaid services, expanded access to mental health 
services at schools, and expanded Plan First! which strengthens reproductive 
freedom for and helps 25,000 Michiganders.  

• Signed an executive directive instructing departments to find ways to lower 
costs and protect coverage for Michiganders at risk of losing coverage for 
health care.  

• Signed a bill lowering the cost of prescription drugs and increasing 
pharmacy oversight.  

• Established the Racial Disparities Task Force, making Michigan a national 
leader in closing health equity gaps in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic.    

To view the full executive directive, click here.  

   

Upcoming State of Michigan (SOM) Holidays 
November 11 

November 27 and 28 
December 24 and 25 

December 31 

   

Previously Released MIHP 
Updates 

To review any previously released MIHP 
Biweekly Updates, they can be found by 

visiting the MIHP webpage 
Michigan.gov/MIHP. 

 

Biweekly Update Topic 
Submission 

If you have suggestions for topics to be 
addressed in future additions of the MIHP 

Biweekly Update, please submit your 
ideas here. 

   

MDHHS Publications 
Sign up here to receive program updates 

and communications. 

 

Coordinator Directory 
Please click here to access the most 
recent Coordinator Directory. MIHP 

Coordinator Directory 

 
  

Our communication for the Maternal Infant Health Program has been streamlined to a single 
email address and phone number. Please forward all emails to MIHP@michigan.gov.  For 

further assistance, contact the state office @ 1-833-MI4-MIHP (1-833-644-6447). Thank you. 
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