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Notes Before Starting

Individuals with disabilities may contact the MiLEAP ADA 
Coordinator to request an alternative format to these materials. 

Please visit www.Michigan.gov/ADA for a list of state ADA 
Coordinators.
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Notes Before Starting

• In these slides you will notice some clues to help you understand the 
rule changes.

• Each slide has a title indicating what is different about the rule:
• New Rule – This is a brand new rule.

• New Rule # - This rule has been moved to a new section and given a new rule 
number.

• Amended – this is a previously existing rule that has been updated for clarification.

• Rescinded – this rule is no longer in effect.

• Bolded wording indicates what has been added or changed in the 
amended rule.
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How the Rules were Changed

o63 listening sessions with stakeholders  

oStakeholders include child care providers, community 
partners and state partners

oRegional meetings with consultants

oMany new rules were brought in directly from TA to provide 
clarity
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New Format

oThe order of the rules were changed to be more user-friendly 
and make it easier to find rules related to specific topics.

oThe order is:

oPart 1: Definitions, Licensing Process and Procedures

oPart 2: Space and Equipment

oPart 3: Staffing

oPart 4: General Health and Safety

oPart 5: Program and Care
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New Format Cont.

oThe continued order is:

oPart 6: Food Services and Nutrition

oPart 7: School Age Child Care Center Specific Provisions and 
Exemptions

oPart 8: Fire Safety

oPart 9: Transportation

oPart 10: Swimming
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Part 1: Definitions, Licensing Process and Procedures



Center Terms

R 400.8101 New Rule

(g) “Center” means an early childhood center, school-age child care 
center, outdoor nature-based child care center, or a small capacity 
child care center.

(v) “Early childhood center” means a child care center that serves 
children less than 13 years of age. It does not include a school-age 
child care center, outdoor nature-based child care center, or a small 
capacity child care center.
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Center Terms 

R 400.8103 New Rule

(c) “School-age child care center” means a child care center serving only 
school-age children.

(h) “Small capacity center” means a child care center that receives 20 or 
fewer children less than 13 years of age.
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Outdoor Nature-Based Child Care Center 

R 400.8102 New Rule

(k) “Outdoor nature-based child care center” means a child care center 
that does all of the following:  

(i) Serves preschool and school-age children.  

(ii) Provides early learning service to the enrolled children in an 
outdoor natural  space approved by the department for not less 
than 4 hours per day or 50% of the daily  program hours, 
whichever is less, and may operate in an approved building during  
inclement weather.  

(iii) Teaches a nature-based curriculum to enrolled children.
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Child Care Administration

R 400.8101 Amended

(j) “Child care administration” means 
educational courses in child care 
administration, education 
administration, educational 
leadership, or business 
administration.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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Child-Related Field Coursework

R 400.8101 Amended

(m) “Child-related field” means either of the following:

(i) For an early childhood program administrator and lead teacher, academic courses in 
elementary education, child guidance, child counseling, child psychology, family studies, 
environmental or outdoor education, social work, or special education.

(ii) For a school-age program administrator, academic courses in early childhood 
education, elementary education, secondary education, educational leadership, special 
education, physical education and recreation, child development, child guidance, child 
counseling, child psychology, family studies, environmental or outdoor education, social 
work, human services, or youth development.
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Change of Terms 

R 400.8101 Amended

 

(w) “Early childhood program administrator” means a child care staff member who 
is the program administrator of an early childhood center and can be counted in 
child staff member to child ratios.

R 400.8102 Amended

(a) “Lead Teacher” means a child care staff member employed by the child care 
center for compensation who is responsible for organizing, guiding, and 
implementing activities for in a group or individual basis, to further the cognitive, 
social, emotional, and physical development of children in a child care center 
and can be counted in child care staff member to child ratios.
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School-Age

R 400.8103 Amended

(d) “School-age program administrator” means a child care staff member 
who is the program administrator of a school-age child care center and can 
be counted in the child care staff member ratios.
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Change of Terms

R 400.8102 Amended

(p) “Program administrator” means a licensee or child care staff 
member who is responsible for the general management of the 
center,  ensures compliance with the act and these rules, and 
can be counted in child care staff member to child ratios. 
Program administrators include an early childhood program 
administrator, a school-age program administrator, and a 
small capacity center program administrator. 
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Site Administrator

R 400.8103 Amended

 

(g) “Site administrator” means a child care staff member 
appointed by the program administrator responsible for 
supervising the operation of the center when the program 
administrator is not on the center premises and can be 
counted in child care staff member to child ratios. 
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Staff-in-Charge

R 400.8103 New Rule

(j) “Staff-in-charge" means a child care staff member appointed 
by a program administrator of a single site when the program 
administrator is not on the premises and is responsible for 
supervising the operation of the center including, but not limited 
to, having the authority to respond to emergencies, inspections, 
parental concerns, and have access to all required information.
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Independent Service Provider

R 400.8101 New Rule

(ee) “Independent Service Provider” mean individuals who are not child care staff 
members, but render professional, therapeutic, or enrichment services within a 
child care center. Independent service providers include, but are not limited to, 
dance instructors, gymnastic or sports instructors, computer instructors, speech 
therapists, nutritionists, early interventionists, nurses and other licensed health care 
professionals, intermediate school district staff, local school district staff, 
departmental staff other than those responsible for inspecting centers, non-center 
affiliated bus drivers, cafeteria and maintenance personnel, electricians, plumbers, 
photographers, and other outside service providers. Independent service providers 
are not considered contract employees or self-employed as described in the act as 
long as the independent service providers are supervised at all times by an eligible 
child care staff member while at the child care center when children are present.
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Therapeutic Professionals

R 400.8103 New Rule

(o) “Therapeutic professionals” means an independent service 
provider who provides therapeutic services in a child care center, 
including, but not limited to, speech therapists, nutritionists, early 
interventionists, nurses, and other licensed health care 
professionals who are employed by an intermediate school 
district or local school district to provide services in a child care 
center to a child with a disability that has an active individualized 
education program or individualized family service plan. 
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Mandated Reporter

R 400.8102 New Rule

(b)“Mandated reporter” means a licensee, licensee designee, staff, or 
volunteer who are required to immediately report child abuse or neglect or 
suspected child abuse and neglect as required by R 400.8213(1)(c).
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Natural Playground

R 400.8102 New Rule # and 
Amended

(h) “Natural playground” means 
an outdoor play area that blends 
natural materials, features, and 
vegetation, which can include 
tree logs, tree stumps, 
boulders, and plants.
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New Terms

R 400.8102 New Rules

(i) “Nighttime care” means care between the hours of midnight and 5 
a.m.

(j) “On file” means accessible at the center or central office, as 
specified in these rules, via a hard copy or electronically unless 
otherwise stipulated in the rule.

(o) “Present at the center” means being physically at the center at any 
point when children are present.
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Program Staff

R 400.8102 New Rule

(r) “Program staff” means a teacher, lead teacher, substitute 
teacher, site administrator, staff-in-charge, program administrator, 
substitute program administrator, or other compensated 
employee of the center that has direct contact with children and 
can be counted in child care staff member to child ratios. 
Program staff does not include volunteers, therapeutic 
professionals, and independent service providers.
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Staff

R 400.8103 Amended

(i) “Staff” means any compensated employee of a center that 
perform services for the child care center and has direct or 
indirect contact with children at the center. Staff includes the 
program administrator, substitute program administrator, 
site administrator, staff-in-charge, lead teacher, teacher, 
substitute teacher, and other paid employees at the center, 
such as the cook, driver, janitor, secretary, and bookkeeper. 
Staff does not include volunteers, therapeutic professionals, 
and independent service providers. 
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Substitute Teacher

R 400.8103 New Rule

(l) “Substitute teacher” means a child 
care staff member who is 16 years of 
age or older and is employed by the 
child care center, directly or indirectly, 
for compensation as a temporary 
replacement for a teacher and can be 
counted in child staff member to child 
ratios.
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Teacher

R 400.8103 New Rule

(n) “Teacher” means a child care staff member who is 16 years of 
age or older and is employed by the child care center for 
compensation to further the cognitive, social, emotional, and 
physical development of children in a child care center and can 
be counted in child care staff member to child ratios.
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Volunteers

R 400.8103 New Rule and Amended

(q) “Volunteer” means a supervised volunteer and an unsupervised 
volunteer.

(m) “Supervised volunteer” means a child care staff member who is 16 years of 
age or older, who provides service for a child care center that is not compensated, 
and who is supervised at all times when children are in care. A supervised 
volunteer cannot be counted in child staff member to child ratios.

(p) “Unsupervised volunteer” means a child care staff member who is 16 years 
of age or older, who provides service for a child care center that is not 
compensated, who has been is determined eligible by the department to be 
unsupervised with children, and can be counted in child care staff member to 
child ratios.
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Session

R 400.8103 New Rule

(f) “Session” means 8 hours within a 24-hour day from midnight until 
11:59 p.m. for centers operating 8 hours or more per day or 50% of 
the time open for centers operating less than 8 hours per day.

Examples
Centers is open 7am-6pm. Program administrator needs to be there 8 hours 
within this time frame.

Center is open 8am-2pm. Program administrator needs to be there at least 3 
hours within this time frame.
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Serious Injury

R 400.8103 Amended

(e) “Serious injury” means an 
injury that occurred while the 
child was in care that 
resulted in a child receiving 
medical attention by a health 
care provider. 
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Clean & Disinfect

R 400.8101 New Rule

(n) “Clean” means removing dirt, food, soil, and other types of debris by scrubbing 
and washing with a detergent solution and rinsing with water. 

(u) “Disinfect” means destroying any remaining germs on surfaces after cleaning 
using a stronger bleach solution or an EPA-registered disinfecting product as 
described on the label.

R 400.8103 Amended

(a) “Sanitize” means reducing the number of germs on surfaces after cleaning the 
item by using heat, sanitizing solution sprays as directed on the label, or a 
weakened bleach solution. 
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Standard Precautions

R 400.8101 New Rule

(f) “Biocontaminant” means bodily fluids 
such as urine, feces, saliva, vomit, blood, 
nasal discharge, eye discharge, and 
injury or tissue discharge.

R 400.8103 New Rule

(k) “Standard precautions” means the use of 
barriers to handle potential exposure to 
biocontaminants, the process to clean and 
disinfect contaminated surfaces, and the 
process to dispose of biocontaminants.
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Certificate of Occupancy

R 400.8107 New Rule

(4) Before issuance of the original license, and before the renewal of a license, an 
applicant or licensee shall comply with all applicable laws and rules.

(5) Before issuance of the original license, and before the renewal of a license, an 
applicant or licensee shall submit the certificate of occupancy.

(6) If the school-age center is established and operated by an intermediate school 
board, the board of a local school district, by the board or governing body of a 
state-approved nonpublic school, or by a person or entity with whom a school 
contracts for services and is located in a school building that is approved by the 
state fire marshal or other similar authority for school purposes, an applicant or 
licensee is not required to submit a certificate of occupancy at original licensure or 
before the renewal of a license. 
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Certificate of Occupancy Exemption 

R 400.8107 New Rule

(7) Outdoor nature-based child care centers are exempt from 
subrule (5) of this rule, but the applicant or licensee shall provide 
both of the following before issuance of the original license, and 
before the renewal of a license:

   (a) A location map including the location of the emergency 
shelter.

 (b) Outdoor benefit-risk assessment.
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Licensing Notebook

R 400.8110 Amended

(4) There must be a current licensing notebook that includes all 
licensing inspections and, special investigation reports, and corrective 
action plans, approval letters for the last 3 calendar years, and a 
summary sheet outlining the documents contained in the notebook. 
The notebook must always be in a place accessible to parents and 
prospective parents at all times during the center’s normal hours of 
operation, or if internet is available at the center, access may be 
provided through the department's electronic database of 
licensing records for the entity.
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Children’s Records

R 400.8112 New Rule # and Amended

(1) At the time of a child’s initial attendance, a center shall obtain 
a child information card, using a form provided by the department 
or a comparable substitute, that is completed, signed, and dated 
by the child’s parent and updated as changes occur. The center 
shall keep current hard copies of the child information cards at 
the center.
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Immunizations

R 400.8112 New Rule # and Amended

(2) For children under school-age, at the time of a child’s initial 
attendance, a center shall document 1 of the following, 
accessed through the Michigan care improvement registry 
or in a paper format if the parent or guardian chooses to 
provide to the center in that manner: 
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Immunizations Cont.

R 400.8112 New Rule # and Amended

(3) When a child under school-aged whose immunizations cannot be 
completed due to medical reasons, including, but not limited to, a dose 
waiting period, within 4 months after admittance, a child may remain 
enrolled for a reasonable length of time that is consistent with good 
medical practices. The center shall verify additional immunization 
requirements are current as specified by the department of health and 
human services unless there is a signed medical exemption filed 
certifying that the child is in the process of complying with all 
immunization requirements. The medical exemption must be on file 
with the center until it can be replaced with proof that the vaccines for 
which an exemption was granted have been received or the medical 
exemption has expired. 
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Physical Evaluations

R 400.8112 New Rule # and Amended

 (5) A record of a physical evaluation performed within the 
preceding 13 months after initial attendance for infants, 
toddlers, and preschoolers must be retained on file and made 
accessible in the center within 30 days after a child’s initial 
attendance. The evaluation must note any restrictions and be 
signed by a physician or the physician’s designee. An electronic 
record from a physician’s office is accepted. 

(6) Physical evaluations must be updated every 13 months for 
infants and toddlers, and every 2 years for preschoolers.
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School Age Physical Evaluations 

R 400.8112 New Rule # and Amended

(7)(c) The immunization record or appropriate waiver is maintained on file 
either in the Michigan care improvement registry or in paper format 
provided by the parent at the center. For a school-age child not 
enrolled in a public or private school, a licensed health care provider’s 
statement indicating the child is in the process of getting 
immunizations must be on file at the center. 
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Waiver for Outdoor Nature-Based Centers

R 400.8112 New Rule

(16) For outdoor nature-based child care centers, a signed 
waiver by the parent that acknowledges and accepts the potential 
hazards and risks associated with the center must be maintained 
on file at the center. 
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Center Records

R 400.8112a New Rule

(1) The center shall maintain accurate records detailing daily 
arrival and departure times for each staff member, volunteers, 
therapeutic professionals, and independent service providers. 

(2) The center shall designate and keep current, in the manner 
prescribed by the department, the title designations of teacher, 
lead teacher, site administrator, program administrator, substitute 
teacher, unsupervised volunteer, supervised volunteer, or other 
staff member for each individual working at the center.
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Center Records Cont.

R 400.8112a New Rule

(3) The records required by the act and these rules must be 
retained on file at the center or at the central office, as specified 
in the rules, for a minimum of 2 calendar years or longer as 
specified in these rules and made available to the department on 
request. Verification of records must be conducted by reviewing 
the 2 previous calendar years from the current license renewal 
year.
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Information Provided to Parents

R 400.8113 New Rule # and Amended

(1) A center shall provide a handbook, electronically or hard 
copy, to each parent enrolling a child that includes at least all of 
the following: 
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Part 2: Space and Equipment



Square Footage for Infants & 
Toddlers

45

R 400.8121 Indoor space

New Rule # and Amended

(1) The required square footage of 
indoor space per child must be at least 
the following:

(1)(a) Forty-two square feet for infants 
and toddlers.



Small Capacity Center Square 
Footage
R 400.8121 New Rule

(1)(c) Thirty-five square feet for small capacity centers, 
regardless of age.
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Small Capacity Center Exemptions

R 400.8125 (20) New Rule

R 400.8125 (3) (3) A center operating with children in attendance for 3 or more continuous hours a day shall have 
an outdoor play area that has not less than 1,200 square feet. More than 1,200 square feet of 
outdoor play area may be required when the minimum amount is not adequate for the number of 
children for which the center is licensed.

R 400.8125 (10) (10) The playground equipment, use zones, and surfacing in the outdoor play area must be 
inspected by a certified playground safety inspector and an approval granted for playground 
equipment and areas used before issuance of an original license, on request of the department, 
and before using any newly added playground equipment. The center shall provide documentation 
of the inspection to the department on request and keep it on file at the center.
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Small Capacity Center Exemptions

R 400.8125 (20) New Rule

R 400.8125 (11) (11) All pieces of playground equipment that have an elevated playing or climbing surface, 
regardless of the height of the playing or climbing surface, must be surrounded by a shock 
absorbing surface and meet the guidelines defined by the United States Consumer Product 
Safety Commission Handbook for Public Playground Safety. The shock absorbing surface 
material may be either unitary or the loose-fill type. An exception to this subrule is provided for 
natural playgrounds. 
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Outdoor Play Area Cont.

R 400.8125 New Rule # and Amended

(21) Small capacity centers shall abide by all of the following:

(a) Provide a clean, safe, and hazard-free outdoor play area on 
the premises or within a reasonable walking distance of the 
center.

(b) Inspect the outdoor play areas daily before use to ensure that 
no hazards are present.

(c) The play area size must be not less than 600 square feet.
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Outdoor Play Area Cont.

R 400.8125 New Rule # and Amended

(21) (d) Provide an adequate and varied supply of outdoor play 
equipment, materials, and furniture that meets all of the following 
requirements:

    (i) Appropriate to the developmental needs and interests of 
children.

    (ii) Appropriate to the number of children.

    (iii) Safe and in good repair.
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Outdoor Play Area Cont.

R 400.8125 New Rule # and Amended

(21) (e) The outdoor play area and equipment must be organized 
to meet all of the following requirements:

    (i) To separate active and quiet activities.

    (ii) For a clear and unobstructed view of the whole play area.

    (iii) To ensure that there are safe distances between 
equipment.
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Outdoor Play Area Cont.

R 400.8125 New Rule # and Amended

(21) (f) Playground equipment including, but not limited to, 
swings, climbers, and slides with a designated play surface 
above 30 inches must meet all of the following requirements:

    (i) Not be placed over concrete, asphalt, or a similar surface, 
such as hard-packed dirt or grass.

    (ii) Be safe, in good repair, and age appropriate.

    (iii) Be placed not less than 6 feet from the perimeter of other 
play structures or obstacles.

52



Outdoor Play Area Cont.

R 400.8125 New Rule # and Amended

(21) (g) If the playground includes commercial playground 
equipment, the center needs a playground inspection by a 
certified playground safety inspector and an approval granted for 
playground equipment and areas used before issuance of an 
original license, on request of the department, and before using 
any newly added playground equipment. The center shall provide 
documentation of the inspection to the department on request 
and keep it on file at the center.

53



Rescinded Rules

R 400.8128  Staff; volunteer; tuberculosis
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Teething Necklaces

R 400.8131 New Rule

(12) Teething necklaces, 
bracelets, or beads must not be 
used by children in care at the 
child care center.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 
CC BY-NC-ND
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Specialized Equipment

R 400.8131 New Rule

(13) Specialized equipment 
prohibited by these rules may be 
used by a child if specified in their 
individualized family service plan 
or individualized education 
program and in the manner 
described in their individualized 
family service plan or 
individualized education program.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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Telephone Service

R 400.8137 New Rule # and Amended

(3) Emergency phone numbers, including 911, fire, police, 
Michigan Mental Health Hotline (866-903-3783), and the 
poison control center, and the facility’s physical address and 2 
main cross streets, must be conspicuously posted in a place 
visible to staff. For outdoor nature-based centers, emergency 
phone numbers including, 911, fire, police, and the poison 
control center, and the emergency location for emergency 
medical services to arrive must be available to all staff at all 
times while in operation and caring for children.
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Hand Washing Sinks & Toilets
R 400.8143 New Rule # and Amended

(1) A center shall provide toilet and hand washing sinks as follows:

 (a) A center operating with children toddler age or older in 
attendance less than 5 continuous hours a day shall provide at least 1 
toilet and 1 hand washing sink for every 20 children toddler age or 
older or fraction thereof.

 (b) A center operating with children toddler age or older in 
attendance 5 or more continuous hours a day shall provide at least 1 
toilet and 1 hand washing sink for every 15 children toddler age or 
older or fraction thereof.
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Outdoor Nature-Based Center Toilets & Sinks

R 400.8143a New Rule

(1) Outdoor nature-based child care centers are exempt from R 400.8143.

(2) Outdoor nature-based child care centers shall have access to the use of toileting 
facilities in a public park or nature center if the bathrooms are checked for cleanliness and 
safety before the children’s use and the toilet seats, sinks, or other surfaces that children 
touch are cleaned and disinfected daily.

(3) For the toileting options described in subrule (2) of this rule and to ensure successful 
toileting and handwashing practices, a center shall ensure children have independent 
access to sufficient toilets, urinals, toilet paper, handwashing equipment, and staff support.

(4) Centers shall include a toileting policy in the parent handbook.
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Heating; Temperature 

R 400.8152 New Rule # and 
Amended

(2) The indoor temperature must 
be not less than 68 degrees 
Fahrenheit in child use areas at a 
point 2 feet above the floor.

68˚ F
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Premises

R 400.8158 New Rule

(3) Doors opening to the outside must not be propped open.
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Maintenance of Premises

R 400.8161 New Rule # and Amended

(8) A lead-based paint inspection and lead hazard risk assessment 
along with a lead hazard risk assessment summary form provided by 
the department must be completed by a certified lead risk assessor on 
all centers built before 1978. The assessment must be completed 
for all child use areas, including any outdoor play areas. Any lead 
hazards identified must be addressed and lead clearance must be 
performed and results provided to the department before issuance of 
the original license. The results of the assessment or assessments 
and the summary form or forms must be maintained on file at the 
center.
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New Additions to Buildings 
Constructed After 1978
R 400.8161 New Rule

(9) If a center is located in a new addition to a building 
constructed before 1978 and the older part of the building 
is never used by children in care, the center is exempt 
from subrule (8) of this rule if the center submits a 
statement to the department that the part of the building 
constructed before 1978 will not be used by children in 
care.
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Part 3: Staffing



Program Administrator-Multiple 
Sites
R 400.8204 New Rule

 (3) A program administrator can oversee multiple sites if all of the 
following are met:

   (a) Is immediately available for not less than 5 sessions during 30 
consecutive open days within the center. Consecutive open days do 
not include days that are closed for holidays, planned closed days, or 
emergency closures.

   (b) Maintain written documentation of visits, including dates and 
times. 

   (c) Appoint a site administrator when the program administrator is 
not on the premises. 
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Multi-Site Program Admin 
Example

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Site 1 1 2 3 4 5

Site 2 6 7 8 9 10

Site 3 11 12 13 14 15

Site 4 16 17 18 19 20

Site 5 21 22 23 24 25

Site 6 26 27 28 29 30
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Multi-Site Program Admin 
Example

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Site 1

2
Site 2

3
Site 3

4
Site 4

5
Site 6

6
Site 3

7
Site 1

8
Site 4

9
Site 5

10
Site 2

11
Site 6

12
Site 4

13
Site 3

14
Site 5

15
Site 6

16
Site 1

17
Site 6

18
Site 2

19
Site 3

20
Site 2

21
Site 4

22
Site 5

23
Site 1

24
Site 1

25
Site 5

26
Site 2

27
Site 5

28
Site 4

29
Site 6

30
Site 3
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Program Administrator-Single Site

R 400.8204 New Rule

(4) A program administrator of a single site shall appoint a staff-
in-charge when the program administrator is not on the premises 
and is responsible for supervising the operation of the center 
including, but not limited to, having the authority to respond to 
emergencies, inspections, parental concerns, and have access to 
all required information.

(5) A staff-in-charge shall be present at the center during all 
hours of operation when the program administrator, who is 
overseeing a single site, is not on the premises.
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Substitute Program Administrator

R 400.8204 New Rule

(6) A substitute program administrator shall be appointed for a 
program administrator who has left employment or has a 
temporary absence that exceeds 30 consecutive workdays until 
return or replacement, which must not exceed the agreed-on 
timeframe. 
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Program Administrator Qualifications

R 400.8204 New Rule

(9) A program administrator shall have all of the following 
qualifications:

 (a) Be not less than 21 years of age.

 (b) Have a high school diploma or general equivalency 
diploma (GED).

 (c) Have not less than 2 semester hours or 3.0 CEUs in 
child care administration within 6 months of hire.
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Program Administrator-Small 
Capacity Center Qualifications Cont.
R 400.8204 New Rule

 (11) A program administrator of a small capacity center shall 
meet 1 of the following to be qualified:

See chart on next slide.
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Program Administrator-Small 
Capacity Center Qualifications 

Experience Training Training Great Start to Quality

(a) A minimum of 1 
year of experience.

3 hours of MiRegistry approved training 
in each of the following areas:
(A) Program management.
(B) Observation, documentation, and 
assessment.
(C) Teaching and learning.

6 hours of MiRegistry 
approved training in any of the 
following areas:
(A) Interactions and guidance.
(B) Challenging behaviors.
(C) Trauma informed practices.

Works in a center that 
participates in great start to 
quality. 

(b) A minimum of 6 
months of 
experience.

6 semester hours, 9 CEUs, or a 
combination to equal 90 clock hours of 
coursework in child care administration, 
early childhood education, child 
development, youth development, or a 
child-related field. Up to 30 hours of 
MiRegistry-approved training may be 
used to meet these requirements.

Works in a center that 
participates in great start to 
quality.
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Program Administrator-Small 
Capacity Center Qualifications Cont.
R 400.8204 New Rule

(11)(c) A valid child development associate credential, Montessori 
credential, Michigan youth development associate certificate or 
credential, infant family associate credential, or associate degree 
or higher in any field of study.
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Program Admin-Early Childhood Center or ONB 
Center Qualifications Cont.

R 400.8204 New Rule

(12) A program administrator of an early childhood center or 
outdoor nature-based child care center shall meet 1 of the 
following to be qualified:

See chart on next slide.
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Program Administrator-Early Childhood Center 
or Outdoor Nature-Based Center Qualifications 

75

Experience Education Training Training Great Start to Quality

(a) A minimum of 
3 months of 
experience.

A valid child development 
associate credential, 
Montessori credential,  
infant family associate 
credential,  or associate 
degree in a child-related 
field.

Works in a center that 
participates in great 
start to quality.

(b) A minimum of 
6 months of 
experience.

An associate degree or 
higher in any field of 
study.

3 hours of MiRegistry 
approved training in each of 
the following areas: 
     (A) Program 
management.
     (B) Observation, 
documentation, and 
assessment.
     (C) Teaching and learning.

6 hours of MiRegistry 
approved training in 
any of the following 
areas: 
     (A) Interactions and 
guidance.
     (B) Challenging 
behaviors.
     (C) Trauma informed 
practices.

Works in a center that 
participates in great 
start to quality.



Program Admin-Early Childhood Center or 
ONB Center Qualifications Cont.

R 400.8204 New Rule

(12)(c) A bachelor’s degree or higher in a child-related field.
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Previously Qualified Roles

New Rules

R 400.8204 (13) Program Administrator

R 400.8204 (14) Substitute Program Administrator

R 400.8210 (9) Lead Teacher

R 400.8410 (12) School-Age Program Administrator

A insert previous role who was qualified on the insert previous role date of hire remains qualified 
as a insert new role of the effective date of this rule as long as the insert previous role remains continuously 
employed as a insert new role at the center or at another licensed center without a break in service of more 
than 180 days. Any variances approved as of the effective date of this rule remain effective and timeframes 
required in the variance must be met. Any variance requirements not completed by 4 years after the 
effective date of this rule will be voided. 

Verification of the qualifications of the program administrator, substitute program administrator, and the 
central administrator if the option in subrule (8) of this rule is used, must be maintained on file at the center 
or at the central office until 2 years after the effective date of this rule, after which qualifications must be 
reflected as verified in MiRegistry.
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Previously Qualified Roles

New Rules

R 400.8207 (6) (7) Site Administrator

R 400.8410 (13) (14) Substitute School-Age Program Administrator

R 400.8419 (6) (7) Site Administrator for School Age

A insert previous role who was qualified on the insert previous role date of hire 
remains qualified as a insert new role of the effective date of this rule as long as 
the insert previous role remains continuously employed as a insert new role at the 
center or at another licensed center without a break in service of more than 180 
days.

Verification of the qualifications must be maintained on file at the center or at the 
central office until 2 years after the effective date of this rule, after which 
qualifications must be reflected as verified in MiRegistry.
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Site Administrator

R 400.8207 New Rule # and Amended

(1) A site administrator shall be present at the center during 
all hours of operation when the program administrator, who 
is overseeing multiple sites, is not on the premises.

(2) Site administrators are responsible for the daily operation 
and implementation of the site program, supervision of the site 
staff, and overall care and supervision of children.
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Site Administrator

R 400.8207 New Rule # and Amended

(3) Site administrators shall assist the program administrator in 
all of the following:

(4) Site administrators shall meet both of the following 
qualifications: 

 (a) Be not less than 19 years of age. 

 (b) Have a high school diploma or GED.
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Site Administrator Qualifications

Experience Training /Education Great Start to Quality

(a) A minimum of 6 
months of experience.

(ii) 6 semester hours, 9 
CEUs, or a combination 
to equal 90 clock hours 
of coursework in child 
care administration, 
early childhood 
education, child 
development, youth 
development, or a 
child-related field. Up 
to 30 hours of training 
from MiRegistry may be 
used to meet these 
requirements.

Works in a center that 
participates in great 
start to quality.
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Site Administrator Qualifications Cont.

Experience Additional Education Great Start to Quality

(b) A minimum of 3 
months of experience.

A valid child 
development associate 
credential, Montessori 
credential, infant family 
associate credential, or 
associate degree in a 
child-related field.

Works in a center that 
participates in great 
start to quality.
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Site Administrator Qualifications Cont.

Additional Education Training Training

(c) An associate degree 
or higher in any field of 
study.

3 hours of MiRegistry 
approved training in 
each of the following 
areas:

(A) Program 
management.

(B) Observation, 
documentation, and 
assessment.

(C) Teaching and 
learning.

6 hours of MiRegistry 
approved training in 
any of the following 
areas:

(A) Interactions and 
guidance

(B) Challenging 
behaviors.

(C) Trauma informed 
practices.
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Lead Teacher Qualifications

R 400.8210 New Rule

(5) Lead teachers shall have both of the following qualifications: 

 (a) Be not less than 19 years of age. 

 (b) Have a high school diploma or GED. 
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Lead Teacher Qualifications Cont.
Experience Training Training Great Start to 

Quality

(a) A minimum of 1 
year of experience.

3 hours of 
MiRegistry 
approved training 
in each of the 
following areas:

(A) Program 
management.

(B) Observation, 
documentation, 
and assessment.

(C) Teaching and 
learning.

6 hours of 
MiRegistry 
approved training 
in any of the 
following areas:

(A) Interactions and 
guidance.

(B) Challenging 
behaviors.

(C) Trauma 
informed practices.

Works in a center 
that participates in 
great start to 
quality.
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Experience Additional Education Great Start to 
Quality

(b) A minimum of 6 
months of experience.

6 semester hours, 9 CEUs, or 
a combination to equal 90 
clock hours of coursework in 
child care administration, 
early childhood education, 
child development, or a 
child-related field. Up to 30 
hours of MiRegistry-
approved training may be 
used to meet these 
requirements.

Works in a center 
that participates in 
great start to 
quality.

Lead Teacher Qualifications Cont.
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Lead Teacher Qualifications Cont.
Additional Education Training Additional Training

(c) A valid child 
development associate 
credential, Montessori 
credential, infant family 
associate credential, or 
associate degree or 
higher in any field of 
study.

3 hours of MiRegistry 
approved training in 
each of the following 
areas:

(A) Program 
management.

(B) Observation, 
documentation, and 
assessment.

(C) Teaching and 
learning.

6 hours of MiRegistry 
approved training in any of 
the following areas:

(A) Interactions and 
guidance.

(B) Challenging behaviors.

(C) Trauma informed 
practices.
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Lead Teacher Qualifications for 
Small Capacity Centers
R 400.8210 New Rule

(7) Small capacity centers are exempt from subrule (6) of this 
rule. 

See previous 3 slides for exemptions.
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Lead Teacher Qualifications for 
Small Capacity Centers Cont.

Experience Training Additional Training Great Start to Quality

(a) A minimum 
of 3 months of 
experience.

3 hours of MiRegistry 
approved training in 
each of the following 
areas:

(A) Program 
management.

(B) Observation, 
documentation, and 
assessment.

(C) Teaching and 
learning.

6 hours of 
MiRegistry 
approved training 
in any of the 
following areas:

(A) Interactions and 
guidance.

(B) Challenging 
behaviors.

(C) Trauma 
informed practices.

Works in a center that 
participates in great 
start to quality.
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Lead Teacher Qualifications for 
Small Capacity Centers Cont.

Education Great Start to Quality

(b) 3 semester hours, 4.5 CEUs, or a 
combination to equal 45 clock hours 
of coursework in child care 
administration, early childhood 
education, child development, or a 
child-related field or an associate 
degree or higher in any field of study. 
Up to 30 hours of MiRegistry-
approved training may be used to 
meet these requirements.

Works for a center that 
participates in great start to 
quality.
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Staff & Volunteers-Verbal Report 
of Suspected Child Abuse/Neglect
R 400.8213 New Rule

(1) All staff and volunteers present at the center shall:

(c) Make an immediate verbal report to the department of health 
and human services, children’s protective services, by telephone 
at 1-855-444-3911, on reasonable cause to suspect child abuse 
or child neglect. The verbal report must be followed by 
submission of a written report within 72 hours of the verbal 
report. 
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Staff & Volunteers-Verbal Report 
of Suspected Child Abuse/Neglect
R 400.8213 New Rule # and Amended

(1) (d) Sign and date a written statement at the time of hiring or 
before volunteering and indicate all of the following information:

(iii) The individual knows they are mandated reporters of 
child abuse and child neglect and are required by law to 
immediately report suspected abuse and neglect to the 
department of health and human services, children’s protective 
services, as described in subdivision (c) of this subrule. 
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Supervised Volunteers-Public Sex 
Offender Registry
R 400.8213 New Rule # and Amended

(2) All supervised volunteers shall receive a public sex offender registry 
clearance by the licensee against the Michigan State Police Sex 
Offender Registry or the Dru Sjodin National Sex Offender Public 
Website before having any contact with a child in care. A copy of this 
clearance must be maintained on file at the center or at the central office. 

(3) A licensee shall have a written policy regarding screening and 
supervision of staff and volunteers, including volunteers who are parents of 
a child in care. The policy must include a statement that any staff or 
volunteer registered on either the Michigan State Police Sex Offender 
Registry or the Dru Sjodin National Sex Offender Public Website is 
prohibited from having contact with any child in care.
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MiRegistry

94

R 400.8213a New Rule

(1) Within 30 calendar days 
after employment, all program 
staff, unsupervised volunteers, 
and substitute teachers shall 
have an individual MiRegistry 
account and a non-expired 
MiRegistry membership status, 
which includes submitted, 
materials received, awaiting 
print, or current.



MiRegistry

R 400.8213a New Rule

(2) Within 30 calendar days after employment, all program staff, 
unsupervised volunteers, and substitute teachers shall have a 
verified program organization employment entry in MiRegistry.

(3) Verification of the qualifications of all staff must be maintained 
on file at the center or at the central office 2 years after the 
effective date of this rule, after which qualifications must be 
verified in MiRegistry.
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Orientation

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

R 400.8216 New Rule 

(1) Program staff and 
unsupervised volunteers shall 
participate in the center’s 
orientation training about the 
center’s policies and practices 
and these rules. 
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Orientation

R 400.8216 New Rule

(2) Within 30 calendar days after being present at the center and 
before caring for children, program staff and unsupervised volunteers 
shall have training on all of the following, as applicable: 

   (a) The prevention of shaken baby syndrome, if the center serves 
infants and toddlers. 

   (b)  The prevention of sudden infant death syndrome and use of 
safe sleep practices, if the center serves infants and toddlers.

   (c) The prevention of abusive head trauma.

   (d) The prevention of child maltreatment.

   (e) The recognition and reporting of child abuse and neglect.
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Orientation Cont.

R 400.8216 New Rule

(3) Within 30 calendar days after being present at the center and 
before caring for children unsupervised, program staff and 
unsupervised volunteers shall have training on all of the following:

   (a) Who to contact for questions. 

   (b) Discipline policy.

   (c) Emergency procedures to include, but not limited to, location of 
first aid equipment, fire prevention, fire exits, and responsibilities 
during an emergency.

   (d) Information to provide to parents.
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Orientation Cont.

R 400.8216 New Rule

(3) Within 30 calendar days after being present at the center and before caring for 
children unsupervised, program staff and unsupervised volunteers shall have 
training on all of the following:

   (e) Appropriate care and supervision, including child care staff member to child 
ratios.

   (f) Daily schedules, such as planned daily activities and routines.

   (g) Health policies and procedures.

   (h) The prevention and control of infectious diseases, including immunizations.

   (i) Illness procedures for children and staff. 

   (j) Diapering procedures, only if applicable to children served. 
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Orientation Cont. 

R 400.8216 New Rule # and Amended

(4) Within 90 days after being present at the center and before 
caring for children unsupervised, program staff and unsupervised 
volunteers shall be trained on emergency preparedness and 
response planning as described in R 400.8269.

(5) Within 90 days after being present at the center, all other 
staff and supervised volunteers shall be trained on emergency 
preparedness and response planning as described in R 
400.8269. 
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Orientation Cont. 

R 400.8216 New Rule # and Amended

(6) Within 90 days after being present at the center and before 
caring for children unsupervised, program staff and unsupervised 
volunteers shall complete the following trainings, which are allowed to 
be counted toward annual professional development hours and are 
available at MiRegistry:

   (a) Administration of medication.

   (b) Prevention of and response to emergencies due to food and 
allergic reactions as provided in R 400.8269a.

   (c) Building and physical premises safety, including identification 
of and protection from hazards, bodies of water, and vehicular 
traffic.
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Orientation Cont. 

R 400.8216 New Rule # and Amended

(6) Within 90 days after being present at the center and before caring for 
children unsupervised, program staff and unsupervised volunteers shall 
complete the following trainings, which are allowed to be counted toward 
annual professional development hours and are available at MiRegistry:

(f) Child development including the major domains of cognitive, social, 
emotional, physical development, and approaches to learning as 
provided in R 400.8271.

(g) Pediatric first aid and pediatric, infant, child, and adult cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation training.
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Outdoor Nature-Based Centers

R 400.8216 New Rule

(8) Before caring for children, program staff and unsupervised 
volunteers of outdoor nature-based child care centers shall be 
trained on the outdoor benefit-risk assessment and the risk 
management plan as indicated in R 400.8269b.

(9) Outdoor nature-based child care centers operating more than 
30 minutes from emergency medical care shall have at least 1 
program staff present at all times trained in wilderness first aid.
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Orientation

R 400.8216 New Rule

(10) In regard to subrules (3) to (9) of this rule, as applicable to the 
type of center, until a program staff member or unsupervised volunteer 
has completed the orientation training, the program staff member or 
unsupervised volunteer shall be supervised by a program staff 
member who has completed the orientation training.

(11) Verification of all training required by this rule must be maintained 
on file at the center or at the central office until 2 years after the 
effective date of this rule, after which qualifications must be reflected 
as verified in MiRegistry.
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Professional Development

R 400.8216a New Rule

(1) Program staff, except for substitute teachers and 
unsupervised volunteers, shall complete 16 clock hours of 
professional development in a calendar year on topics relevant to 
job responsibilities that include, but are not limited to, any of the 
following subjects:

(h) Updates to topics covered in R 400.8216. 

(i) Child care center rules R 400.8101 to R 400.8840, as 
applicable to the center.
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Professional Development Hours

R 400.8216a New Rule # and Amended

(2)(3)(4)(5)Professional development in a calendar year on topics 
relevant to job responsibilities that include, but are not limited to, 
any of the topics in subrule (1) of this rule.
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Rule Number Staff Professional 
Development Hours

R 400.8216a (2) Program staff at a Small Capacity Center 10 hours

R 400.8216a (3) Substitute teacher that works 20 or more hours per week 10 hours

R 400.8216a (4) Substitute teacher that works 20 or less hours per week 5 hours

R 400.8216a (5) Unsupervised volunteers 2 hours



CPR & First Aid

R 400.8216a New Rule

(6) A center may count CPR 
and first aid training or 
certification hours toward the 
professional development 
hours in the calendar year 
taken. 
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Verification of Professional Development

R 400.8216a New Rule

(11) Verification of all professional development required by this rule must be 
maintained on file at the center or at the central office until 2 years after the 
effective date of this rule, after which qualifications must be reflected as 
verified in MiRegistry. Verification must be issued from the training 
organization or trainer and include the date of the course, the name of the 
training organization or trainer, the topic covered, and the number of clock 
hours. Verification of professional development for a program staff member 
must be conducted by reviewing the 2 previous calendar years from the 
current license renewal year.

  (12) Two years after the effective date of this rule, all training to meet 
professional development requirements must be approved in MiRegistry.
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Health & Safety Refresher Notice

R 400.8216a New Rule 

(13) When the department publishes a notice that a new health 
and safety update document or a new health and safety update 
training activity is published on MiRegistry, the licensee shall 
ensure that all identified staff or volunteers in the notice read and 
acknowledge the document or complete the activity within the 
timeframe indicated in the notice.
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Group Size

R 400.8222 (4) New Rule # and Amended

Age Group Size

Infants and toddlers, birth until 30 months 
of age

12

Preschoolers, 30 months of age until 3 
years of age

24

Preschoolers, 3 years of age until 4 years of 
age

30

Preschoolers, 4 years of age until school-
age

40

School-aged children 54
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Naptime Ratio

R 400.8222 New Rule

(9) When all children in a room are asleep, 1 child care staff member 
may provide supervision as long as all of the following are met:

   (a) A child care staff member remains in the room and is not 
performing any duties other than supervision.

   (b) All children are visible to the child care staff member in the room.

   (c) Additional child care staff members are present at the center and 
near enough to immediately intervene if needed.   

   (d) When the first child wakes up, the required ratios in the room 
must be met immediately.
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Group Size-Changes

R 400.8222 New Rule

(11) Two or more groups of the same age may be combined for collective 
activities as long as appropriate child care staff member-to-child ratios are 
maintained in the room or area.

(12) Group sizes for all ages may vary during outdoor play only if the center 
maintains the child care staff member to child ratios required by this rule.

(13) Written approval from the department must be obtained before making 
any changes in the terms of the license, including, but not limited to, adding 
use space, changing age groups served, changing program components, 
changing the capacity of the center, or making changes to a room or well-
defined space that will result in a change in capacity of the room or well-
defined space.
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Small Capacity Centers-Ratio & 
Group Size
R 400.8222 New Rule

(14) Small capacity centers are exempt from subrules (2) to (11) of this rule.

(15) Small capacity centers shall abide by all of the following:

(a) The ratio of child care staff member to children present at any one time must be 
a minimum of 1 to 6.

(b) The ratio of child care staff member to children present at one time may be a 
minimum of 1:10 if the center meets both of the following:

    (i)  Operates a preschool great start readiness program.

    (ii) Only serves children enrolled in the great start readiness program.

(c) For each child care staff member, not more than 4 children shall be under the 
age of 30 months. 

(d) The maximum group size is 20.
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Part 4: General Health and Safety 



Handwashing

R 400.8251 New Rule # and Amended

(1)  All staff and volunteers shall wash their hands at all of the following times: 

(d) Before and after giving medication. 

(2) Program staff and volunteers shall ensure that children wash their hands at all 
of the following times: 

(a) Before and after meals, snacks, or food preparation experiences. 

(c) After contact with any bodily fluids.

(5) When soap and running water are not available during an outing, hand 
sanitizers containing not less than 60% alcohol, or single-use wipes may be 
used as a temporary measure.
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Biocontaminants

R 400.8257 New Rule

A center shall use standard precautions regarding prevention, 
exposure, and disposal of biocontaminants.
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Child Illness

R 400.8263 New Rule # and Amended

(2) A center shall ensure that a child who is too ill to remain in the 
group is placed in a separate area and is cared for and 
supervised by program staff or an unsupervised volunteer until 
the parent arrives. The separate area may be an unlicensed 
space such as the office area, reception area, or hallway but 
supervision must occur during this time. Food preparation 
areas may not be used.
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Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Planning Procedures
R 400.8269 New Rule # and Amended

(1) Written plans and procedures for emergency preparedness and response planning for 
the care of children and staff in each of the following emergencies must be developed and 
implemented:

(c) Floods.

(d) Power outages.

(e) Extreme weather events.

(2) The written procedures must include all the following as applicable to the type of 
emergency

(f) A plan for continuity of operations.
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Emergency Preparedness Cont.

R 400.8269 New Rule # and Amended

(3) A hard copy of the plans must be posted as indicated below: 

Posted and Visible for All Known and Accessible - Not Visible Only for Staff and Volunteers

(a) Fire (e) Other Extreme Weather Events (i) Intruder or active shooter

(b) Tornado (f) Other Natural or Man-Made 
Disasters

(c) Flood (g) Serious Injuries or Accidents

(d) Power Outages (h) Bomb Threat and Other Man-
Made Emergencies
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Emergency Preparedness Cont.

R 400.8269 New Rule # and Amended

(5) All staff present at the center and volunteers shall be trained on and 
participate in the drills held during their presence at the center.

(6) A fire drill program, consisting of not less than 1 fire drill every 3 months, 
must be established and implemented. 

(8) Drills for other emergency plans not listed in subrules (6) and (7) of this 
rule must be conducted annually.
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Emergency Preparedness Cont.

R 400.8269 New Rule 

(12) If the fire alarm is not monitored, 9-1-1 must be contacted 
immediately on notice.

(13) Centers established and operated by an intermediate school 
district or local school district, and located in a school building, 
may use the school’s emergency preparedness plan or drills, or 
both, if they meet all of the requirements in this rule.
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Food Allergy Response Plan

R 400.8269a New Rule

 (1) A written plan for the prevention of and response to 
emergencies due to food and allergic reactions must be 
developed and implemented to include a child care plan, 
prevention measures, and emergency procedures.
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Food Allergy Response Plan

R 400.8269a New Rule

(2) The child’s care plan must include all of the following, at a 
minimum:

 (a) The child’s name with a list of their food allergies. 

 (b) The names, doses, and methods of medication 
administration the child should receive if there is a reaction.

 (c) Training on the recognition of the child’s allergic reaction. 
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Food Allergy Response Plan Cont.

R 400.8269a New Rule

(3) The child’s care plan must be carried on field trips. 

(4) The prevention measures must include all of the following, at a minimum:

 (a) Notify parents and guardians of all known food allergens to avoid 
bringing in foods to the classroom or center. 

 (b) Post the child’s name and known food allergy prominently in the 
classroom or other area, on parent approval.

 (c) Train program staff and unsupervised volunteers on the symptoms of 
anaphylaxis.

 (d) Prevent food sharing between children. 
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R 400.8269a New Rule

(5) The emergency procedures must include all of the following, at a 
minimum: 

 (a) Promptly and properly administer medications in an event of an 
allergic reaction according to the instructions in the child’s care plan.

 (b) Contact emergency medical services immediately if any child has 
a serious allergic reaction, a new suspected serious allergic reaction 
occurs with any child, or whenever epinephrine is administered, even 
if the child appears to have recovered from the allergic reaction.

 (c) Notify parents or guardians immediately of any suspected allergic 
reactions, the ingestion of the problem food, or contact with the 
problem food, even if a reaction did not occur.

Food Allergy Response Plan Cont.
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Outdoor Benefit-Risk Assessment

R 400.8269b New Rule

(1) An outdoor nature-based child care center shall submit an 
outdoor benefit-risk assessment on a form prescribed by the 
department that includes, but is not limited to, all of the 
following:

 (a) Information about the site or sites that will be used.

 (b) Different seasons of the year, such as summer versus 
winter plans, based on how conditions change within sites and 
locations used by the center on a regular basis.
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Outdoor Benefit-Risk Assessment Cont. 

R 400.8269b New Rule

(c) Risky play activities, including, but not limited to, all of the following:

 (i) Climbing natural features.

 (ii) Water activities.

 (iii) Using sharp tools.

 (iv) Plant foraging and gardening.

 (v) Program pets and livestock management.

 (vi) Campfire activities.

 (vii) Activities near water, cliffs, steep slopes, or other potentially 
hazardous natural features.
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Outdoor Benefit-Risk Assessment 
Cont.

R 400.8269b New Rule

(d) Guidance for when 
increased staffing is 
necessary and provide 
guidance for the development 
of the applicable risk 
management policies and 
procedures in subrule (1) of 
this rule. 
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Outdoor Benefit-Risk Assessment Cont.

R 400.8269b New Rule

(2) An outdoor nature-based child care center shall have a risk management plan that 
includes, but is not limited to, all of the following:

 (a) Encountering non-program pets and wildlife. 

 (b) Interacting with strangers. 

 (c) The shared use of public spaces.

 (d) Weather requiring the use of an emergency shelter and access to the shelter during 
program hours. 

 (e) Required clothing and keeping children dressed for the weather. 

 (f) Using public facilities or buildings. 

 (g) Encountering poisonous species. 

 (h) All other potentially hazardous situations and natural features.
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Part 5: Program and Care



Child Development

R 400.8271 New Rule # and Amended

(2) A center shall implement a child development program plan that 
includes daily learning experiences appropriate to the developmental 
level of the children. Experiences must be designed to develop all of 
the following, which are described in Michigan’s early childhood 
standards of quality:

 (a) Physical development.

 (b) Social development.

 (c) Emotional development.

 (d) Cognitive development.

 (e) Approaches to play and learning.
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Primary Care for Infants and Toddlers

R 400.8274 New Rule # and Amended

(3) Each infant and toddler shall have not more than 4 primary 
teachers in a week. These 4 primary teachers shall remain with 
the children for the program year to promote continuity of care 
for the children. For centers operating less than 24 hours a day, an 
exception may occur during the first hour after the center opens and 
the hour before closing. This rule does not preclude a primary 
teacher from being relieved by another teacher or child care 
staff member while taking a lunch period or short break. This 
rule does not preclude a center from advancing a child to 
another classroom with new primary teachers if 
developmentally appropriate.
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Primary Care Cont.

R 400.8274 New Rule # and Amended

(4) Primary teachers’ schedules for each infant or toddler must 
be documented and provided to parents.
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Nighttime Care

R 400.8277 New Rule

(2) A child shall be allowed to go back to sleep if dropped off 
during any nighttime care hours.

(3) If a child is in nighttime care for more than 1 hour, a crib, 
portable crib, mat, or cot appropriate to the age of the child 
must be available.
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Discipline

R 400.8280 New Rule # and Amended

(2) All of the following means of punishment are prohibited:

(h) Isolating a child in an adjacent room, closet, locked room, 
box, hallway, darkened area, play area, or another area where 
the child cannot be seen or supervised. 
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Discipline Cont.

R 400.8280 New Rule

(3) Time out must only be used in combination with instructional 
approaches that teach children what to do in place of the 
behavior problem. 

(b) The program staff or volunteer shall remain calm when 
placing the child in time out.
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Discipline Cont.

R 400.8280 New Rule # and Amended

(4) A non-severe and developmentally appropriate restraint for an 
enrolled child with special behavioral or mental health issues may be 
used if reasonably necessary, based on a child’s development, to prevent 
a child from harming themselves or to prevent a child from harming other 
individuals or property, excluding those forms of punishment prohibited by 
subrule (2) of this rule. The plan for when the restraint should be 
initiated; the actual use of the restraint, such as holding the child as 
gently as possible, and timed use of the restraint must be developed 
in collaboration with the parent or guardian with the parent or 
guardian giving final approval of the plan. 
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Part 6: Food Services and Nutrition



Clean and Sanitized 

Many rules in this section have replaced washed, rinsed and 
sanitize with clean and sanitized.

Reminder:

“Clean” means removing dirt, food, soil, and other types of 
debris by scrubbing and washing with a detergent solution 
and rinsing with water. 
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Food Service and Nutrition Definitions 

R 400.8301 New Rule # and Amended

(l) Time/Temperature Control for Safety food” or “TCS food” 
means any food that consists in whole or in part of milk or milk 
products, eggs, meat, poultry, fish, shellfish, edible crustacean, 
or other ingredients, including synthetic ingredients, in a form 
capable of supporting rapid and progressive growth of infectious 
or toxigenic microorganisms.
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Food Preparation Areas

R 400.8310 New Rule # and Amended

 (3)  Mechanical ventilation to the outside is required for all fuel-
fired cooking equipment, including, but not limited to, stoves, 
ranges, ovens, and griddles.

141



Food Preparation

R 400.8320 New Rule # and Amended

(2)  Food must be prepared on food grade surfaces that have been 
cleaned and sanitized.

(6) Food must be cooked to heat all parts of the food to the safe 
temperature identified by the Michigan Food Code and Food 
Law/Safe Cooking Guidelines at:

https://www.michiganfoodsafety.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/MI_Modified_2009_Food_Code_396675
_7.pdf. 
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Food Preparation Cont.

R 400.8320 New Rule # and Amended

(12)  In the absence of proper hand washing facilities on field 
trips, individuals preparing and serving food shall use hand 
sanitizer and wear sanitary disposable food service gloves 
properly.
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Dishwashing

R 400.8325 New Rule # and Amended

(4)  Multi-use tableware and utensils must be cleaned and sanitized using 1 
of the following methods:.

(c)  A 3-compartment sink to wash in the first compartment, to rinse in 
the second compartment, and to sanitize in the third compartment.

(d)  A 2-compartment sink for washing in the first compartment and rinsing 
in the second compartment, and a third container suitable for complete 
submersion for sanitizing.
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Dishwashing Cont.
R 400.8325 New Rule # and Amended

(5) If the manual washing method is used, as referenced in subrule (4)(c) and (d) of this rule, all of the 
following must be done:

(b) In the first compartment, wash using detergent and water at or above 110 degrees Fahrenheit 
or at the temperature specified by the detergent manufacturer.

(c) In the second compartment, rinse in clear water making sure to remove all traces of food 
and detergent.

(d) In the third compartment or suitable container, sanitize using 1 of the following methods:

(i) Immersion for not less than 30 seconds in clean, hot water of not less than 171 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

(ii) Immersion with a food-grade sanitizing solution mixed as described on the manufacturer’s 
label for sanitizing.  A test kit or other device that measures the correct concentration of the 
solution must be used when a chemical is used for sanitizing.

(e) Air dry on a clean and sanitized surface. Do not use a towel for drying.
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Food Services and Nutrition Generally

R 400.8330 New Rule # and Amended

 (10)  Menus must be planned in advance, dated, and made 
available to parents.  Food substitutions must be noted on the 
menus the day the substitution occurs.
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Food Service Provided by Center Cont.

R 400.8335 New Rule

(20) Food containing contaminants, such as lead, recalled 
through the Food and Drug Administration or the department of 
agriculture and rural development, must be properly disposed of 
and not served again.
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Food Services Provided by Parents

R 400.8340 New Rule # and Amended

 (11)  Other perishable beverages and food items not discarded 
by the end of the day must be dated and refrigerated or 
otherwise maintained at a safe temperature until used, which 
must not be more than 7 calendar days after the date 
opened or prepared.
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Drinking Water Management Plan

R 400.8341 New Rule

(1) Pursuant to section 3i of the act, MCL 722.113i, no later than 
January 24, 2025, the center shall develop and implement a 
drinking water management plan, conduct water sampling and 
testing after filters have been installed, conduct remediation as 
needed, and retain records.
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Drinking Water Management Plan Cont.

R 400.8341 New Rule

(2) Pursuant to section 3j of the act, MCL 722.113j, no later than October 24, 
2025, the center shall comply with the requirements of the duties of a 
center under the drinking water management plan, including ensuring that 
drinking water furnished to children for human consumption is from a 
filtered faucet or other filtered source meeting the standards required in 
section 3j(b) of the act, MCL 722.113j.

(3) Pursuant to section 3k of the act, MCL 722.113k, if a center is located in 
a school building that complies with the clean drinking water access act, 
2023 PA 154, MCL 380.1901 to 380.1911, the center is considered 
compliant with this rule.
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Part 7: School Age Child Care Center Specific Provisions and 
Exemptions



School-Age Center Exemptions

Table 2
(a) R 400.8134 

S l e e p i n g  e q u i p m e n t

(b) R 400.8210 
L e a d  t e a c h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s

(c) R 400.8216(2)(a) and (b) 
Shaken baby and safe sleep training

(d) R 400.8219 
Sleeping

(e) R 400.8274 
P r i m a r y  c a r e

(f) R 400.8770 
Time l imi tat ion in t ransi t

R 400.8401 New Rule

(1) School-age child care 
centers shall follow all 
regulations contained in 
this document except the 
rules in table 2 and table 
3 if the following criteria 
is met:
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Table 3 Exemptions with Criteria

(a) R 400.8125(10)(a) and (b) 
Playground inspection 

If the school-age child care center operates in a school building 
approved by the department of education, and if the licensee 
informs parents in writing at the time of enrollment, that the 
center plans to use a public school’s outdoor play area and 
equipment that do not comply with subrule (10) of this rule.

(b) R 400.8158(2) and (3)
Ramps, barriers, door 
propped open 

If the school-age child care center operates in a school building.

(c) R 400.8161(8) and (9) 
Lead risk assessment

If the school-age child care center operates in a school building.
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Table 3 Exemptions with Criteria

(d) R 400.8501 to R 400.8565. 
Fire safety section

If the school-age center is established and operated by an 
intermediate school board, the board of a local school district,  the 
board or governing body of a state-approved nonpublic school, or 
by an individual or entity with whom a school contracts for services 
and is located in a school building that is approved by the state fire 
marshal or other similar authority for school purposes.

(e) R 400.8271(10)(d)  
Media exceeding 2 hours

If the school-age children are using computers and other electronic 
devices for academic and educational purposes or using assistive 
and adaptive technology.

(f) R 400.8701
R 400.8710(1) and (2) 
R 400.8720 
R 400.8730 
R 400.8740 
R 400.8750 
Transportation section

If a school-age child care center uses school transportation only.
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School-Age Program Administrator

R 400.8410 New Rule, New Rule # and Amended

(1) Before hiring a new school-age program administrator, a 
licensee or licensee designee shall submit the credentials of the 
proposed program administrator to the department for review 
and approval in the manner prescribed by the department.

(2) School-age program administrators are responsible for the 
general management of the center, including the following minimum 
responsibilities:

155



School-Age Multi Site Program Admin

R 400.8410 New Rule # and Amended

(3) A program administrator can oversee multiple sites if all of the 
following are met: 

 (a) The program administrator is immediately available for not less 
than 3 sessions during 30 consecutive open days within the center. 
Consecutive open days do not include days that are closed for 
holidays, planned closed days, or emergency closures.

 (b) Written documentation of program administrator visits, including 
dates and times, is maintained. 

 (c)  A site administrator is appointed when the program administrator 
is not on the premises. 
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School-Age Multi Site Admin Example

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Site 1

2
Site 1

3
Site 1

4
Site 2

5
Site 2

6
Site 2

7
Site 3

8
Site 3

9
Site 3

10
Site 4

11
Site 4

12
Site 4

13
Site 5

14
Site 5

15
Site 5

16
Site 6

17
Site 6

18
Site 6

19
Site 7

20
Site 7

21
Site 7

22
Site 8

23
Site 8

24
Site 8

25
Site 9

26
Site 9

27
Site 9

28
Site 10

29
Site 10

30
Site 10
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School-Age Program 
Administrator Qualifications
R 400.8410 New Rule

(7) The department shall be notified when a substitute program 
administrator is appointed.

(9) The program administrator shall have all of the following 
qualifications:

   (a) Be not less than 21 years of age.

   (b) Have a high school diploma or GED.

   (c) Have not less than 2 semester hours or 3.0 CEUs in child care 
administration within 6 months of hire.
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School-Age Program 
Administrator Qualifications Cont.

Experience Education Great Start to Quality

(a)A minimum of 1 year of 
experience.

Six semester hours, 9 CEUs, 
or a combination to equal 90 
clock hours of coursework in 
child care administration, 
early childhood education, 
child development, youth 
development, or a child-
related field. Up to 30 hours 
of MiRegistry-approved 
training may be used to meet 
these requirements.

Works for a center that 
participates in great start to 
quality.
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School-Age Program 
Administrator Qualifications Cont.

Experience Education Great Start to Quality

(b)A minimum of 6 months 
of experience.

A valid child development 
associate credential, 
Montessori credential, 
Michigan youth 
development associate 
certificate or credential, or 
associate degree in any field 
of study.

Works for a center that 
participates in great start to 
quality.
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School-Age Program 
Administrator Qualifications Cont.

Education Training Training

(c)An associate degree or 
higher in any field of 
study.

(ii) Three hours of 
MiRegistry approved 
training in each of the 
following areas: 
     (A) Program 
management.
     (B) Observation, 
documentation, and 
assessment.
     (C) Teaching and 
learning.

Six hours of MiRegistry 
approved training in any 
of the following areas: 
     (A) Interactions and 
guidance.
     (B) Challenging 
behaviors.
     (C) Trauma informed 
practices
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School-Age Child Care Center Site 
Administrator Qualifications
R 400.8419 New Rule

(1) A site administrator shall be present at the center during all 
hours of operation when the program administrator overseeing 
multiple sites is not on the premises.

(2) Site administrators are responsible for the daily operation and 
implementation of the site program, supervision of the site staff, 
and overall care and supervision of children.
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School-Age Child Care Center Site 
Administrator Qualifications Cont.
R 400.8419 New Rule

(4) Site administrators shall meet both of the following 
qualifications:

(a) Be not less than 18 years of age.

(b) Have a high school diploma or GED.
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School-Age Child Care Center Site 
Administrator Qualifications Cont.

Experience Education Great Start to Quality

(a) A minimum of 6 months of 
experience.

6 semester hours, 9 CEUs, or a 
combination to equal 90 clock 
hours of coursework in child care 
administration, early childhood 
education, child development, 
youth development, or a child-
related field. Up to 30 hours of 
training from MiRegistry may be 
used to meet these requirements.

Work for a center that participates 
in great start to quality.
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School-Age Child Care Center Site 
Administrator Qualifications Cont.

Experience Education Great Start to Quality

(b) A minimum of 3 months of 
experience.

A valid child development 
associate credential, 
Montessori credential, 
Michigan youth development 
or credential, or associate 
degree in a child-related field.

Work for a center that 
participates in great start to 
quality.

Education Training

(c) An associate degree or 
higher in any field of study.

15 clock hours of school-age 
training.
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Use of Large Space Requirements

R 400.8430 New Rule

For school-age child care centers located in a large space such 
as a cafeteria, gymnasium, or a multi-purpose room, groups can 
be combined if child care staff member to child ratios and group 
sizes are maintained, program staff and unsupervised volunteers 
are well positioned throughout the room, and interest areas are 
set up.
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Part 8: Fire Safety, Part 9: Transportation, & Part 10: Swimming



Shall to Must Verbiage 

Many rules in this section have replaced the word shall with must.

Shall: expressing a strong assertion or intention.

Must: be obliged to.

R 400.8505 

(i)  “Fire alarm” means a device used to alert the occupants of the 
building of fire or smoke conditions.  The device must be audible in all 
parts of the building used as a center
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Definitions

R 400.8505 Amended

(b) “Child care room” means a space or area bounded by 
any obstruction to egress of any height that, at any time, 
encloses more than 80% of perimeter of the space or area 
and is occupied by children.

(c) “Closet” means a room with dimensions of not greater 
than 24 square feet, not deeper than 3 feet, and is not used 
to store hazardous equipment or flammable products.

(g) “Existing licensed center” means a center that was licensed 
on or before December 7, 2006 and whose license continues 
uninterrupted. 
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Plans and specifications; 
submission; approval; inspections
R 400.8510  Amended

(1) A complete set of plans and specifications of any proposed 
center or proposed addition, alteration, or remodeling to an 
existing center must be submitted to the department for review 
and approval. If the total cost of the project is $25,000.00 or 
more, including labor and materials, the plans must bear the 
seal of a registered architect or engineer.
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Plans and Specifications Cont.

R 400.8510 Amended 

(4) If a boiler is located in the building or child use area where 
children are located, it must be inspected, and a certificate 
provided, as required by the boiler division of the department of 
licensing and regulatory affairs.

171



Exits

R 400.8525  Amended

(2)(c) Buildings with a complete fire suppression system may 
increase their travel distances by 50 feet if the fire 
suppression system plan is submitted and approved by the 
bureau of fire safety.

(6)  Means of egress must be maintained in an accessible, free, 
and unobstructed manner while a center is in operation.
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Hazard Areas

R 400.8530  Amended

(2) If a kitchen with fuel-fired appliance cooking equipment 
exposes a required means of egress or child use area, it must be 
separated from the remainder of the building with minimum 1-
hour fire resistive construction, including a minimum of 45-minute 
rated fire door assemblies in all common openings. Kitchens 
having fuel-fired appliance cooking equipment protected by an 
approved automatic kitchen hood suppression system are 
exempt from this requirement. “B” labeled doors are acceptable. 
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Hazard Areas Cont.

R 400.8530  New Rule

(17) When oxygen is needed for a child in care, all of the 
following must apply:

(a) The center shall not store more than a day’s worth of oxygen 
on the premises and only when the child is in attendance.

(b) Tanks that are not in use must be secured from tipping over 
and labeled as full or empty.

(c) Signs stating “Oxygen in Use” must be posted at every 
entrance of the building.
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Fire Alarm

R 400.8535 Amended

 

(1) In centers with 4 child-occupied rooms or less, excluding 
bathrooms, and 60 or less children, a fire evacuation 
method, either electrical or manual, must be installed, with a 
separate and distinct notice sounding throughout the 
center.
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Smoke Alarms; Carbon Monoxide 
Detectors
R 400.8540 New Rule

(2) Centers in buildings equipped with a fire alarm system shall 
have system smoke alarms installed in accordance with subrule 
(1) of this rule that are connected to and monitored by the fire 
alarm system.

(5) Other detector installation and arrangements approved before 
the adoption of these rules may remain in service.
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Time Limitation on Child Transit

R 400.8770  Amended

For children under school-age, 
transportation routes must be 
planned so that a child is not in 
the motor vehicle longer 
than 1.5 continuous hours.
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Swimming Activity Area

R 400.8840 Amended

(3) The water at a public or private beach must not be used 
if  determined unsafe by the local health department.

(6) The use of hot tubs, residential pools, and private wading 
pools is prohibited.
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Thank you!
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