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Agenda

● Purpose of the Curriculum Review

● Who Should Apply

● Timeline & Key Dates

● What Reviewers Are Looking For

● Inside the Application

● What Happens After You Apply

● Resources, Support & Q&A



Welcome & Introductions

Introductions
    

● Dr. Sophia Lafayette-Lause
 Director, Division of Early Learning and Family Supports

● Lisa Brewer-Walraven
 Director, Child Development and Care

● Dawn Kalkman
 GSRP Manager
    

● Mischele McManus 
 GSRP Program Consultant

● Grace Meinke
Research to Practice Consulting, Project Support

Questions during this process can be sent to Grace at meinkeg@r2pconsultants.com 

mailto:meinkeg@r2pconsultants.com


Purpose of Review

Ensuring High-Quality Early Learning

● Supports developmentally appropriate learning and care

● Targeting programming for children birth to age five

Aligning with Michigan Standards

● Great Start to Quality (GSQ) & Michigan’s Early Childhood Standards of Quality (ECSQ)

● Prioritizes research-based best practices for all children

Creating an Approved Curriculum List

● Identifies curricula that meet updated state standards

● Supports and informs providers across the state



Who Should Apply

● You should apply if your curriculum:

○ Is currently approved and due for re-review in the 2026 cycle

○ Is new and seeking initial approval

○ Is used in PreK, Birth-to-Three, or both settings

○ Is intended for use in center-based and/or home-based early learning 

programs

● Not sure if you need to apply? If your curriculum is already on the 

approved list, check your most recent approval date. Curricula are required 

to undergo re-review every five years.



Who Should Not Apply

● Supplemental resources that are not full comprehensive 

curricula

● Tools or assessment frameworks used independently of a 

curriculum model

● Curricula not intended for use in early childhood settings 

serving children birth–five



Early Childhood Curriculum Review
Spring 2026 Timeline



www.michigan.gov/mileap/early-childhood-education/early-learners-and-care/gsrp/curriculum-review-timeline



What Reviewers Are Looking For

Application Sections
The rubric sections directly 
mirror the sections of the 

application.

Scale Example
The grading scale used

by reviewers can be found
in the rubric.



Best Practices

● Common Misalignments We See

○ Describing philosophy without examples

○ Uploading materials not referenced in responses

○ Assuming reviewer familiarity with the curriculum

● How Reviewers Use the Rubric

○ Rubric measures evidence, not marketing language

○ Scores reflect what is provided, not assumed

○ Strong alignment > perfection

● A Note About AI Use

○ Applicants may not use artificial intelligence (AI) tools or software at any point in the application 

process, including for written or short-answer responses.

○ Any applicant suspected of using AI in any part of the process may be removed from consideration.



Inside the Application: Structure



Inside the Application: Narrative Responses

For each section, 
provide a brief 

narrative description 
explaining how your 

curriculum aligns with 
or supports the 

specified criterion. 

Responses may 
reference curriculum 
materials, scope and 

sequence documents, 
professional 

development resources, 
evaluation studies, or 

implementation 
guidance to provide 
strong examples.



Inside the Application: Supporting Materials

Each section will allow 
space to upload 

materials to support 
claims in your narrative 

response. 

Reviewers will use
your responses, in 
combination with 

submitted materials, to 
assess alignment with 

Michigan’s expectations 
for curriculum approval.



What Happens After You Apply

Application Review Window
• Applications are reviewed by a team of trained, independent reviewers across the state
• Reviewers assess submissions using the published rubric
• Reviewers score based only on the materials you submit

Consensus & Quality Checks
• Reviewer scores are reviewed for consistency
• Follow-up discussion occur as needed to resolve large scoring differences/find consensus

Final Decisions
• Scores are compiled and reviewed by MiLEAP
• Curricula are approved based on alignment with state criteria

Notification & Next Steps
• Applicants are notified once decisions are finalized
• Approved curricula are added to the state-approved curriculum list



Reflection & Next Steps

Key Takeaways

● The application is directly aligned to the rubric

● Reviewers’ scores will be based on your narrative responses and the evidence you provide

● Strong applications clearly connect narrative responses to submitted materials

● Reviewers can only assess what is explicitly included and referenced in your submission

As You Prepare to Apply

● Plan time to gather and organize supporting documentation

● Use the rubric language to guide how you describe your curriculum design and practices

Need Help?

● Review timelines, resources, and FAQs on the MiLEAP website

● Confirmation of saved draft and submission should be from Submit.com, all other communications should be from Grace 

Meinke at meinkeg@r2pconsultants.com or MiLEAP-GSRP@michigan.gov 

http://submit.com
mailto:meinkeg@r2pconsultants.com
mailto:MiLEAP-GSRP@michigan.gov
mailto:MiLEAP-GSRP@michigan.gov
mailto:MiLEAP-GSRP@michigan.gov


Now,
 what questions do you have?



Thank You
for your interest in Michigan’s
2026 Early Childhood Curriculum Review!

Individuals with disabilities may contact the MiLEAP ADA Coordinator 
to request an alternative format to these materials. Please visit 
www.Michigan.gov/ADA for a list of state ADA Coordinators.

www.michigan.gov/ada
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