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Agenda

® Purpose of the Curriculum Review
e \Who Should Apply

e Timeline & Key Dates

e \What Reviewers Are Looking For
e Inside the Application

e \What Happens After You Apply

® Resources, Support & Q&A



Welcome & Introductions

Introductions

e Dr. Sophia Lafayette-Lause
Director, Division of Early Learning and Family Supports

e Lisa Brewer-Walraven
Director, Child Development and Care

e Dawn Kalkman
GSRP Manager

e Mischele McManus
GSRP Program Consultant

e Grace Meinke
Research to Practice Consulting, Project Support

Questions during this process can be sent to Grace at meinkeg@r2pconsultants.com


mailto:meinkeg@r2pconsultants.com

Purpose of Review

Ensuring High-Quality Early Learning

Q)

e Supports developmentally appropriate learning and care

e Targeting programming for children birth to age five

=|\ Aligning with Michigan Standards
% =l e GreatStartto Quality (GSQ) & Michigan’s Early Childhood Standards of Quality (ECSQ)
e Prioritizes research-based best practices for all children
e
:E: Creating an Approved Curriculum List

e Identifies curricula that meet updated state standards

e Supports and informs providers across the state



Who Should Apply

You should apply if your curriculum:

O

O

©)

O

Is currently approved and due for re-review in the 2026 cycle

s new and seeking initial approval

Is used in PrekK, Birth-to-Three, or both settings

Is intended for use in center-based and/or home-based early learning

programs

Not sure if you need to apply? If your curriculum is already on the

approved list, check your most recent approval date. Curricula are required

to undergo re-review every five years.



Who Should Not Apply

e Supplemental resources that are not full comprehensive

curricula

e Tools or assessment frameworks used independently of a

curriculum model

e Curricula not intended for use In early childhood settings

serving children birth—five



Early Childhood Curriculum Review
Spring 2026 Timeline

January February
Review Opens Apply Application Due Initial Decisions

leased January 8™ webinar February 2™ naterials must b the end of April.

window op« ( March 6"
January 29"

MIiLEAP

Michigan Department of Lifelong
Education, Advancement, and Potential



E Michigan Department of Lifelong Education, Advancement, and Potential Q

Early Education Education Partnerships ~ Higher Education Inside MILEAPR ~ Pross Releases

Curriculum Review Timeline

'[;.I‘ » Early Education » Early Learning and Family Supports > Great 5tart Readiness Program (GSRP ¥ Curriculum Review Timeling

Early Childhood Curriculum Review Spring 2026 Timeline
January-Review Dpens: Intent 1o apply released on January Bth, Application window opens an Januwary 29tk
= Curriculum Revies Intent (o Apply Form

February-Apply: Attend the application webinar February 2nd. Complete & submit your applications

Webinar Registration Form

v Application

2026 Early Childhood Curriculum Rev

2026 Early Childhood Curriculum Rgvigw Rubric
March-Application Due: All application materials must be submitted by March &th
April-Initial Decisiens: Decisions released by the end of April. Intent to appeal submission due one week after release

May-Appeal Process: If applicable, all appeal materials due 30 days after intént 1o appeal submission

June-Final Decisions: Appeal reviews conclude and final decisions are announced end of June.




What Reviewers Are Looking For

Curriculum Criteria

Criteria Total Points
¥akd Fesearch 4 Points
Evabaation Results o3 Ere
16 points 32 poirts
Drvlopmentsl Aspeopraterass 03 Prgi
28 poims 36 poirits
aligrment with Stae Standards 36 poins
Sxience of Reading and Lilermcy Foundations B poims
Brofessionsl Developmant 20 poimy
Adaptabl Matarials & Srategies B posnng
B poims
8 points
Total -3 Prek
1136 1160

Application Sections
The rubric sections directly

mirror the sections of the
application.

A Required Criteria

I Valid Research /4 Points

Scale Example

The grading scale used
by reviewers can be found

in the rubric.

A.1 Theoretical Framework and Knowledge Base
Design supported by child development research and oriented around clear philosophy.

materials.

4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Paint INP
Clear, detailed evidence that | Curriculum is Curriculum Minimal reference | Info. not
the curriculum is grounded | grounded in theory | references theory | to theory or child | provided
in established theory and and supported by | and research, but | development

current child development current child connections to research; links to

research, with explicit and development instructional practice are

consistent links between research, with practice are unclear.

theory and practice across | clear connections | inconsistent or

all materials, to practice in most | underdeveloped.




Best Practices

e Common Misalignments We See
o Describing philosophy without examples
o Uploading materials not referenced in responses
o Assuming reviewer familiarity with the curriculum
e How Reviewers Use the Rubric
o Rubric measures evidence, not marketing language
o Scores reflect what is provided, not assumed
o Strongalignment > perfection
e A Note About Al Use
o Applicants may not use artificial intelligence (Al) tools or software at any point in the application
process, including for written or short-answer responses.

o Any applicant suspected of using Al in any part of the process may be removed from consideration.



Inside the Application: Structure

2026 Michigan Early Childhood Curriculum Review: Application

i _

Thank you for participating in Michigan's 2026 Early Childhood Curriculum Review!

This application is designed to gather clear, concise information about how your proposed curriculum aligns with
Michigan's expectations for high-quality early childhood curriculum models. Responses should describe how the
curriculum is designed, what objectives it prioritizes, and what practices, materials, policies, and supports are
embedded to promote effective impiementation

rigan's 2026 Eacty C

Program Characteristics

Existing Approvals
For each section of this application, please provide a brief narrative description explaining how your curriculum aligns
with or supports the specified criterion. Responses may reference curriculum materials, scope and sequence
documents, professional development resources, evaluation studies, or implementation guidance

« Curriculum Criteria
Responses should be clear, concise, and focused on how the curricuium is intentionally designed to support high
quality early childhood learning and development, Reviewers will use your responses, in combination with

. Reguired Criteria submitted materials, to assess alignment with Michigan’s expectations for curriculum approval.

Note: Applicants may not use artificial intedligence (Al) tools or software at any point in the application process,
including for written or short-answer responses. Any applicant suspected of using Al in any part of the process may be

Valid Research

removed from consideration

Answers are automatically saved upon changing que AVT X SAVE & QT




Inside the Application: Narrative Responses

For each section,
provide a brief
narrative description
explaining how your
#49 curriculum aligns with

K.1 Adaptable Materials and Strategies or supports the
The curriculum provides materials and teaching strategies that are adaptable to meet the needs of all children. specified criterion.

Adaptable Materials & Strategies
K. The curriculurn model is designed with adaptable materials and strategies in mind.

1) Required

Responses may

reference curriculum

materials, scope and
sequence documents,
professional
development resources,
evaluation studies, or
implementation
guidance to provide
strong examples.
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Inside the Application: Supporting Materials

Adaptable Materials & Strategies
K. The curriculum model is designed with adaptable materials and strategies in mind.

Each section will allow

#50 space to upload
Supporting documentation for K.1 njaterlals to suppo rt
claimsin your narrative
P response.

+] Max file uploads: B

Reviewers will use
your responses, in

You have uploaded O of the required 1 files combination with
Supported Types submitted materials, to
MAGES VIDEDS DOCUMENTS SOUNDS LINKS aSsess alignment with
il bre s Mmoo oo e mivnn  docodtbtriloptbnmouds  medvetmiesscmoed Youdaines Soumdclud Brosbceb Uk ey i
oo i for curriculum approval.
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What Happens After You Apply

Application Review Window

« Applications are reviewed by a team of trained, independent reviewers across the state
* Reviewers assess submissions using the published rubric

* Reviewers score based only on the materials you submit

Consensus & Quality Checks
» Reviewer scores are reviewed for consistency
+ Follow-up discussion occur as needed to resolve large scoring differences/find consensus

Final Decisions
» Scores are compiled and reviewed by MiLEAP
» Curricula are approved based on alignment with state criteria

Notification & Next Steps
* Applicants are notified once decisions are finalized
* Approved curricula are added to the state-approved curriculum list



Reflection & Next Steps

Key Takeaways

The application is directly aligned to the rubric

Reviewers' scores will be based on your narrative responses and the evidence you provide

Strong applications clearly connect narrative responses to submitted materials

e Reviewers can only assess what is explicitly included and referenced in your submission
As You Prepare to Apply

e Plan time to gather and organize supporting documentation

e Usethe rubric language to guide how you describe your curriculum design and practices

Need Help?

e Review timelines, resources, and FAQs on the MILEAP website

e Confirmation of saved draft and submission should be from Submit.com, all other coommunications should be from Grace

Meinke at meinkeg@r2pconsultants.com or MiLEAP-GSRP@michigan.gov


http://submit.com
mailto:meinkeg@r2pconsultants.com
mailto:MiLEAP-GSRP@michigan.gov
mailto:MiLEAP-GSRP@michigan.gov
mailto:MiLEAP-GSRP@michigan.gov

Now,
what questions do you have?



MILEAP

Michigan Department of Lifelong
Education, Advancement, and Potential

Thank You

for your interest in Michigan's
2026 Early Childhood Curriculum Review!

Individuals with disabilities may contact the MiLEAP ADA Coordinator
to request an alternative format to these materials. Please visit
www.Michigan.gov/ADA for a list of state ADA Coordinators.


www.michigan.gov/ada
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