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ELIGIBILITY 

Documenting Eligibility 

Grantees should provide annual training for employees responsible for determining 
and verifying eligibility. All staff must also have clear understanding of effective 
practices to protect personally identifying information. 

See “Security of Information” in the ISD Administration of GSRP section for more 
information.  

Residency 

All children who attend a state-funded Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) must 
live in Michigan. This includes migrant children during the times they are living in 
Michigan. Children who live in bordering states, even if their parents/guardians 
work in Michigan, are not eligible for GSRP. 

Age 

The Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) is designed to provide high-quality PreK 
programming in the school year before kindergarten. For GSRP, this means a child 
must turn 4 years of age on or before September 1. However, a provision exists for 
families who wish to request early enrollment for children who will turn 4 after 
September 1, but on or before December 1. 

An assumption is made that families opting to enroll their child in GSRP early, 
expect to also use the provision for early entry in kindergarten the following fall. If 
there is a change to the plan to enroll in kindergarten early, a second year of GSRP 
is permissible. This requires that the parent/guardian apply for a second year of 
GSRP and be accepted based on the ISD’s prioritization process and available 
space.  

Documenting Age 

The MDE Pupil Accounting Manual addresses the documentation of child age as 
required for local and intermediate school districts under Section 1135 of the 
Revised School Code (MCL 380.1135). It states: 

(1) Upon enrollment of a student for the first time in a local or intermediate school 
district, the district shall notify in writing the person enrolling the student that 
within 30 days he or she shall provide to the local or intermediate school district 
either of the following:  

(a) A certified copy of the student's birth certificate.  

(b) Other reliable proof, as determined by the school district, of the student's 
identity and age, and an affidavit explaining the inability to produce a copy of 
the birth certificate. 

The Manual provides examples of “other reliable proof” that may be accepted: 
baptismal certificate indicating date and place of birth (GSRP may also accept other 

https://www.michigan.gov/mileap/-/media/Project/Websites/mileap/Documents/Early-Childhood-Education/gsrp/implementation/isd_administration_of_gsrp.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/financial-management/state-aid/publications/pupil-accounting-manual-pam
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religious ceremonial certificates such as a Bris certificate or naming certificate); 
court records; county, military, or immigration records; doctor or hospital records 
with sworn statements; certain family records; life insurance policy.  

These alternative proofs need to be accompanied by a signed statement from a 
parent/guardian. (A district must never deny enrollment or expel a pupil simply 
because the parent(s), or legal guardian, did not provide a birth certificate.) 
Through the year, programs should support families to ensure they have the proper 
documents for enrollment in kindergarten. 

Income 

Families will be required to self-report their household income on the GSRP 
application. ISDs and programs are no longer required to verify income as part of 
determining eligibility, however, must have a policy that ensures prioritization is 
based on the income reported by families. ISDs, as part of their subrecipient 
monitoring, must ensure prioritization is occurring as outlined in the Recruitment 
and Enrollment section. If a family refuses to self-report their household income, 
then they should be placed after August 1, when programs begin utilizing reserved 
percentage. 

Documenting Program Eligibility Factors 

Placement in GSRP is prioritized based on these factors:  

1. Homelessness 
2. Foster care placement 
3. Individualized Education Program (IEP) 

Additional factors may be documented to assist in supporting children and families, 
however, should not prevent or delay a family from enrolling. The documentation is 
helpful in designing program services for children, making referrals for family 
members and helping to create summaries of eligibility factor prevalence locally and 
state-wide. The Michigan Department of Lifelong Education, Advancement, and 
Potential (MiLEAP) collects information on each enrolled child in the Michigan 
Student Data System (MSDS) Early Childhood Collection and documentation is 
reviewed during monitoring. 

Sensitive Interviewing 

Many programs use a brief phone interview to initially screen children to determine 
whether they might be eligible. A family that seems to have an eligible child should 
be invited for a more in-depth interview. Giving families a list of questions or 
factors to fill out on their own is not recommended; many topics are confidential 
and can be uncomfortable to address. Families should be assured that 
confidentiality is strictly maintained and that the program carefully protects 
personal information. Sensitive interviewing techniques help to build the strong 
relational foundation for helpful and appropriate services for children and families. 
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