
Advance Michigan: 
Reframing the Value of Higher Education Grant 

Request for Proposals 
The Office of Higher Education is announcing a competitive funding opportunity to support 
innovative communication strategies, research-driven campaigns, and community outreach 
initiatives designed to elevate public understanding of how higher education contributes to 
individual, family, and community success. To address rising skepticism about the return on 
investment of college degrees and other postsecondary credentials, this grant will support 
projects that communicate the comprehensive benefits of higher education and test new 
methods for reaching potential students and their families. 

The funded project will develop and test messaging that complements—but does not duplicate—
the State’s existing communications, which emphasize State financial aid and college 
affordability. This RFP seeks new approaches that help potential postsecondary students and 
their families understand both the value of higher education and the realities of college costs. 
Projects should incorporate tested messaging, strategic outreach, and/or research-based 
communication tools. 

Grant proposals should address one or more of the following priority areas: 
1. Narrative Shifting: Pushing back against the entrenched belief that college is too

expensive with an effective narrative about the immense value of a postsecondary
credential, particularly a college degree.

2. Economic Clarity: Accessible explanations of the long-term opportunities available to
those who have achieved degrees and certificates beyond high school.

3. Accessibility Awareness: Projects that help marginalized communities navigate the
perceived barriers to entering college, including addressing misperceptions about the
costs of college.

This grant will provide nonprofits with meaningful opportunities to collaborate with state leaders, 
leverage state data to strengthen project outcomes, and expand their statewide visibility. This 
grant will furthermore allow the grantee to build new partnerships, ensuring their work contributes 
to and informs broader public outreach efforts across Michigan while increasing their overall 
impact. 

Applicants must demonstrate the capacity to implement a project with statewide reach or 
influence. The grantee will be required to coordinate with the Office of Higher Education to 
ensure alignment with existing State outreach efforts and to prevent redundancy in messaging. 



 

 

 

 
Eligibility and Grant Awards 
Only non-profit organizations, exclusive of institutions of higher education (colleges and 
universities), are eligible to apply for this grant.  
 
Grants will be awarded on a competitive basis for up to $250,000 to support activities that expand 
individual, family, and community understanding of the benefits of attending college or pursuing 
a valuable postsecondary credential. 

 
Eligible Expenses 

Eligible expenses for the Advance Michigan: Reframing the Value of Higher Education grant 
include, but are not limited to: 

• Vendor or contractor services 

• Communications, advertising, and marketing activities 

• Research, data collection, and message testing 

• Project management 

• Administrative expenses necessary for project execution 

• Other expenses must be detailed within your budget and pre-approved by the program 
office 

 
The grant will operate on an expense reimbursement basis. 
 
Indirect cost rates will not be allowed for this grant. The administrative costs should reflect real 
expenses and not exceed 10% of the project budget. 

 
Evaluation Criteria 
Proposals for the Advance Michigan: Reframing the Value of Higher Education Grant will be 
evaluated based on the following criteria: 

1. The presence of compelling data, evidence, and credible research which supports the 
applicant’s approach. 

2. The presence of a logical and novel design for the strategy(ies) proposed. 
3. Demonstration of a sophisticated understanding of the target demographic’s unique 

needs. 
4. Synergy with the existing ecosystem in Michigan that supports college-going outreach. 
5. Clear plan for assessing progress and impact. 
6. Capacity of organization to achieve the plan as designed, including the articulation of 

key milestones during the grant’s project period. 
7. Matching funds are not required but if the project budget exceeds the available grant 

award amount, the status of fundraising efforts for matching funds may be considered. 

 



 

 

 
Important Dates 
Grant applications are due on Friday, May 8, 2026 by 3 p.m. EST. Applicants must complete 
the MILEAP application document provided on the MiLEAP Office of Higher Education’s website. 
Applications received in a format other than the required application document, or later than the 
deadline, will not be considered. The narrative portion of the application, which includes the 
cover page through the proposal description responses, should be 20 pages or less. 
 
We are anticipating a July 1, 2026 start date for this grant, with all work completed within 12-18 
months of the start date. 

 
Reporting by Grantees 
Financial Status Reports are required to be submitted each month during the grant term, for 
reimbursement of grant expenses that occurred during the prior month. Financial Status 
Reports/requests for reimbursement are due within 30 days of the end of the month. The only 
exception is the request for reimbursement for September 2026 and September 2027, which will 
be due no later than October 5, 2026 and October 5, 2027, respectively. Documentation of 
expenditures must be provided with the request for reimbursement.  
 
Progress reports in the format provided by the department must be submitted every six months.  
 
A final project report must be submitted to MiLEAP Office of Higher Education no later than one 
month after the grant period of performance ends, detailing how the grant funds were spent, 
grant activities implemented, outcomes achieved through the grant activities, and a written 
narrative that describes lessons learned during the grant project period. 

 
Advance Michigan: Reframing the Value of Higher Education 
Grant Overview 

This Application Information section below is provided for your planning and drafting purposes 
only. A separate Advance Michigan: Reframing the Value of Higher Education Grant application, 
found on the MiLEAP Office of Higher Education’s website, must be submitted for consideration 
of this grant. 
 
All applications for the Advance Michigan: Reframing the Value of Higher Education 
Grant must be emailed to: MiLEAP-OHE-GrantsApply@michigan.gov. Please write 
“Advance Michigan Grant Application” in the subject line of your email. Applications and any 
attachments should be submitted in PDF format. A W-9 must be submitted with the grant 
application. 
 
The following information will be provided on the cover page of your grant application: 

• Applicant Organization Name 
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• Organization EIN 

• Organization SIGMA Vendor ID 

• Applicant Organization Address 

• Application Contact Person & Title 

• Application Contact Person Direct Phone 

• Applicant Contact Person Email Address 

• Applicant Organization CEO Name & Contact Information 

• Amount Requested for the Advance Michigan: Reframing the Value of Higher Education 
Grant 

• Desired grant period (12 or 18 months) 

• Which priority area(s) is the project advancing: 
o Narrative Shifting: Pushing back against the entrenched belief that college is too 

expensive with an effective narrative about the immense value of college. 
o Economic Clarity: Accessible breakdowns of the long-term opportunities available to 

those who have achieved degrees and certificates beyond high school. 
o Accessibility Awareness: Projects that help marginalized communities navigate the 

perceived barriers to entry, including addressing misperceptions about the costs of 
college. 

• A brief description of the Advance Michigan: Reframing the Value of Higher Education 
project/activities proposed for your non-profit, in 500 words or less. (This description may 
be used by MiLEAP in communications materials.) 

 

Grant Application Questions: 
1. Describe how this initiative fits into your mission and multi-year strategic plan or existing 

portfolio of educational outreach or advocacy. 
 

2. What unique organizational strengths, past successes, or specialized staff expertise 
make you the right lead for this project? How will your leadership ensure this initiative 
receives the internal resources and visibility necessary to succeed? 
 

3. Describe your proposed approach, including partners. How does it differ from traditional 
"college prep" outreach, and what specific "new approach" are you testing to address the 
disconnect between the perceived value of a degree and its actual cost? Please touch on 
how your project will contribute to progress in the grant priority area(s) you identified. 
 

4. Please provide a description of existing research or pilot data that suggests this strategy 
will be effective for your target demographic. 
 

5. Describe the specific population of potential postsecondary students that you intend to 
serve. How will your outreach strategy account for cultural, linguistic, or socioeconomic 
factors that influence their understanding of higher education? 
 

6. Provide a detailed project timeline that outlines the key phases of your work (e.g., 
research/design, pilot testing, full launch, and evaluation). Please identify at least four 



specific, time-bound milestones that will serve as indicators of progress. How will your 
organization manage potential delays or shifts in the educational landscape during this 
period? 

7. How will you involve potential postsecondary students and their families in the design or
feedback loop of this project to ensure the messaging resonates with their lived
experiences?

8. What do you identify as the greatest barrier to families "hearing" your message, and how
will your project overcome that skepticism or information overload?

9. What are the other primary risks to the success of this project, and how can you mitigate
against them?

10. Beyond basic participation numbers, how will you measure the qualitative and quantitative
impact of your project?

11. How does this project align with or complement the work of existing stakeholders or
efforts? Please describe how you will coordinate with these partners to ensure your
messaging is consistent and doesn't duplicate existing efforts. Please be sure to comment
in particular on how your proposed project would align with State of Michigan outreach
about its financial aid programs.

12. Please complete the proposed grant budget below. If you are receiving matching or
additional funds to support this project, please include the funder, a brief description of
the funding status, and the amount received in the Additional Project Funding section of
the table.

Questions and Application Assistance 
For grant eligibility questions or technical assistance in applying for the grant, please contact 
MiLEAP-OHE-GrantsApply@michigan.gov. 

Individuals with disabilities may contact the MiLEAP ADA Coordinator to request an alternative format to 
these materials. Please visit www.Michigan.gov/ADA for a list of state ADA Coordinators.
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