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The Michigan Constitution grants public colleges and universities autonomous governance, limiting
state agency oversight of higher education policy initiatives such as transfer and articulation.
Despite this decentralization, colleges and universities have a longstanding record of voluntary
collaboration on state-level transfer initiatives. Key stakeholders—including the Michigan Association
of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (MACRAOQO), the Michigan Community College
Association (MCCA), the Michigan Association of State Universities (MASU) and Michigan
Independent Colleges and Universities (MICU)—have historically supported this coalition.

The following timeline outlines major transfer milestones in Michigan, providing essential context for
the Department of Lifelong Education, Advancement, and Potential (MiIiLEAP) Office of Higher
Education (OHE) Transfer Success Project.

1972 MACRAQO and its member institutions developed the MACRAOQ Transfer Agreement
to facilitate student transfer from community colleges to Michigan bachelor’s
degree-granting institutions. The agreement allowed up to 30 semester credits

to meet many—or in some cases all—general education requirements at participating
colleges and universities.

2007 MACRAO and Michigan State University (MSU) collaborated to develop and launch the
first Michigan Transfer Network (MTN), intended 'to provide a centralized web-based
system that would allow any student who has taken a course at any Michigan college or
university to see how that course would transfer to any other Michigan college or
university.' In 2008, the MTN received the American Association of Collegiate
Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO) Ockerman Award, recognizing
outstanding professional activities by state and regional associations.

2012 The Michigan Legislature added boilerplate language to the community college
appropriations bill directing the formation of a committee to revise the MACRAQO
Transfer Agreement.



https://www.macrao.org/macrao-transfer-agreement
https://www.macrao.org/assets/docs/MTA%20Overview%20for%20MACRAO%20Membership.pdf

2014

Following recommendations from the legislative committee, the Michigan Transfer
Agreement (MTA) launched, replacing the MACRAO Transfer Agreement. The MTA
requires at least 30 semester hours of college-level credit across multiple academic
distribution areas, intended to fulfill most—or in some cases all—lower-division general
education requirements at participating bachelor’s degree-granting institutions.

2016

In response to a fiscal year 2018 appropriation grant, MCCA, MASU, and MICU
—three Lansing-based associations—formed the Michigan Transfer Steering
Committee to lead new statewide transfer efforts. The committee aimed to
replace the Michigan Transfer Network (MTN) and support the development of
multi-institutional associate-to-bachelor’s degree transfer pathways in selected
academic programs. See below for more on each deliverable.

The MCCA's Center for Student Success coordinated the Right Math at the Right Time
(RM@RT) project as part of the Dana Center’s Mathematics Pathways to Completion
initiative. The project aimed to strengthen mathematics pathways in Michigan, with a
focus on improving transfer outcomes.

2018-2020

Over a three-year period, the Michigan Transfer Steering Committee selected

12 academic programs for statewide pathway development. Nearly 1,000 faculty,

staff and administrators from across Michigan participated in six meetings to identify
common lower-division transferable coursework between community colleges and
universities. These efforts resulted in 10 MiTransfer Pathways: Art, Biology, Business,
Communication, Criminal Justice, Exercise Science, Mechanical Engineering,
Psychology, Public Health and Social Work. Pathways in Computer Science and
English did not advance. The MCCA later highlighted points of pride from this and other
coordinated state transfer initiatives.

In 2020, The MCCA coordinated the Strengthening MiHumanities project to strengthen
transfer pathway development in four humanities disciplines: Communication, English,
History and Theater. While no new formal pathways emerged, the project strengthened
cross-institutional relationships and deepened understanding of enroliment challenges
and opportunities in these fields.

2019

The new MTN launched at www.mitransfer.org with several key enhancements:

a more advanced statewide transfer equivalency database, a first-ever aggregated
list of links to all participating institutions, detailed information about the MTA and
MiTransfer Pathways agreements, and a secure user area with reporting tools and
a digital document repository to support articulation workflows.
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https://www.macrao.org/michigan-transfer-agreement
https://www.mcca.org/
https://www.mitransfer.org/
https://www.mcca.org/uploads/ckeditor/files/foundation-fire-strengthening-humanities-education.pdf
https://www.mcca.org/uploads/ckeditor/files/MiTransfer-Report-PointsOfPride_final.pdf
https://www.mitransfer.org/mitransfer-miworkforce-pathways
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/f9cb3b_05211089c59442a5a7c1eb7f43dd662b.pdf
https://www.micolleges.org/
https://www.masu.org/

2022

The MCCA received a grant from Ascendium Education Group to develop

4 MiWorkforce Pathways—multi-institutional transfer agreements connecting applied
workforce programs at community colleges with aligned bachelor’s completion
programs. Pathways were created for Applied Business, General Applied Science,
Healthcare and Information Technology. At launch, the agreements spanned nealy 500
applied associate degree programs across 26 community colleges and more

than 50 bachelor’s completion programs across 11 four-year colleges and universities.
These agreements are unique as they require bachelor’s programs to accept all credits
earned in the associate degree, including those awarded through prior learning.

2023

The MTN was enhanced with a searchable database detailing transfer credit awards for
industry credentials. Credit is granted for licensures, certifications, apprenticeships,
training academies and other industry-recognized credentials

in healthcare, information technology, manufacturing, culinary arts, digital media, skilled
trades, business and more.

July
2024

The MCCA and MICU supported efforts to expand participation in the MTN, MTA
and the MiTransfer Pathways among independent colleges and universities.

October
2024

Section 236(10) of the School Aid Act appropriated funding to the MiLEAP OHE

to collaborate with colleges and universities on improving transfer student success,
streamlining transfer credit acceptance and developing new statewide transfer
pathways. A separate MiLEAP appropriation supports a three-year Transfer

Success Project Manager role to lead this work. Project objectives include reducing
articulation complexities, improving associate and bachelor’s degree completion

for transfer students, and minimizing time-to-degree and excess credits earned beyond
typical requirements.

March
2025

The MCCA received funding from MILEAP to strengthen the reverse transfer of the
associate degree through its Finish Forward project. In partnership with the National
Student Clearinghouse, the initiative supports a more automated exchange of course
completion data to strengthen associate degree conferral.

August
2025

The MCCA received funding from the Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity
to expand credit for prior learning at community colleges. The funding supports colleges
in awarding credit for completing apprenticeship programs.

September
2025

MIiLEAP OHE convened its inaugural Advisory Council on Transfer Success to
streamline and strengthen transfer pathways between Michigan colleges and
universities. The Council will provide critical insight and guidance throughout the
legislatively funded Transfer Success Project, with the shared goal of improving transfer
student outcomes and preparing more Michiganders for successful careers.
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https://www.mitransfer.org/mitransfer-miworkforce-pathways
https://www.mitransfer.org/Earn-Credits-for-Industry-Credentials
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mcca.org%2FFinish-Forward&data=05%7C02%7Cgiardellok%40michigan.gov%7C0f4e32780b0c4d61a87408ddefac8ed9%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638930246587428429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O7ucpxQ1lo5mPSNP3kbnf8IoBdltFUkG4Zh5Wz10wV8%3D&reserved=0

