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Michigan Transfer Landscape Analysis

Enrollment & Mobility Patterns  
of Michigan Transfer Students

Brief #5 — May 2026

A 2019 study of transfer patterns in Michigan found that about 43% of all bachelor’s graduates were 
transfer students, 31% of whom transferred from community colleges (Taylor, 2019).1 The significant 
number of students who earn a bachelor’s degree through transfer indicates that transfer pathways 
are a central vehicle for postsecondary pathways in Michigan. 

Looking deeper, the study illuminated that transfer student behavior is highly variable in Michigan 
rather than always a timely, linear vertical transfer experience, illustrating the need for flexibility 
within the transfer ecosystem. Taylor also found interesting patterns of transfer student enrollment in 
particular academic programs, which are discussed further in brief #6.

For this brief, OHE analyzed enrollment and mobility patterns across a sample2 of 45,445 student 
records. Prior briefs in this series reviewed descriptive detail about this sample and data on these 
transfer students’ success outcomes.

TRANSFER STUDENT  
ENROLLMENT PATTERNS 

First, OHE considered part-time and full-time 
enrollment status. Students in the sample 
were identified as part or full time based on 
their first fall semester of enrollment. If they 
attempted 12 or more credits in that term, 
they were considered full time in this cohort. 
If they attempted fewer than 12 credits, they 
were considered part time. Overall, OHE 
found that just over 63% of the sample were 
enrolled full time with over 36% enrolled part 
time. This trend is especially compelling as 
compared with national statistics showing 
30% of postsecondary students being full 
time where nearly 70% enroll part time.3

36.5%
Part Time

63.5%
Full Time

Full-Time Students Make Up More  
Than 63% of All Transfer Students

https://www.michigan.gov/mileap/higher-education/transfer-success/michigan-transfer-landscape
https://www.michigan.gov/mileap/-/media/Project/Websites/mileap/Documents/Higher-Education/Transfer-Success/Michigan-Transfer-Landscape-Analysis-Brief-3-March-2026.pdf?rev=8bb0f18ab316426eb06058a3ac7ccddb&hash=A6F02D376122921F8667D3732CC0379C)
https://www.michigan.gov/mileap/-/media/Project/Websites/mileap/Documents/Higher-Education/Transfer-Success/Michigan-Transfer-Landscape-Analysis-Brief-4---March-2026.pdf?rev=905a0b34130849309672c1ca4aa7a181&hash=CF45E9C6F8859649CD416C8F0290F2D9)
https://www.michigan.gov/mileap/-/media/Project/Websites/mileap/Documents/Higher-Education/Transfer-Success/Michigan-Transfer-Landscape-Analysis-Brief-4---March-2026.pdf?rev=905a0b34130849309672c1ca4aa7a181&hash=CF45E9C6F8859649CD416C8F0290F2D9)
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The difference between part-time and full-time 
students’ bachelor’s degree-earning rates in 
OHE’s cohort is about 17 percentage points 
(49.6% full time, 32.6% for part time), indicating 
evidence that attending full time improves 
transfer student success rates.

TRANSFER MOBILITY PATTERNS  

OHE analysis revealed that Michigan community 
college transfer students had been increasingly 
mobile to in-state public universities over other 
sectors in the last decade. However, the latest cohort 
in our dataset shows a post-COVID dip in transfer 
student mobility to both public and private MI-based 
institutions and a clear spike in mobility to out-of-state 
(including online) institutions as depicted below.

Individuals with disabilities may contact the MiLEAP ADA  
Coordinator to request an alternative format to these materials. 
Please visit www.Michigan.gov/ADA for a list of state ADA Coordinators.

Full-Time Transfer Students Earn Degrees at  
Much Higher Rates Than Part-Time Students

MICHIGAN TRANSFER STUDENT SECTOR MOBILITY PATTERNS

AY 2014 AY 2015 AY 2016 AY 2017 AY 2018 AY 2019
COHORTS

AY = ACADEMIC YEAR

62.5% 64.1% 66.8% 69.2% 71.4% 68.4%

20.9% 19.6% 17.3%

18.7%

14.3%

21.7% 20.1% 20.0%

14.9% 14.6%

Mi PrivateMi Public Out of State

22.2%

15.7%

40%

27%

49.6%

32.7%

Associate Award 
Rate

Bachelor’s Award 
Rate

  FULL TIME           PART TIME

MICHIGAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE ASSOCIATION TRANSFER STUDENT  
MOBILITY DASHBOARD  

The Michigan Community College Association uses data from the Center for Educational Performance and 
Information to seed its “Michigan College Transfer” dashboard,4 which allows users to explore trends in transfer 
patterns across Michigan’s colleges and universities. OHE staff reviewed the cumulative data reported and 
found notable differences in transferring-to institution trends when manipulating school year selections post-
COVID. At the time of writing, the data spanned AY 2015-2016 through AY 2023-2024.

https://mischooldata.org/
https://mischooldata.org/
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/erica.orians/viz/MichiganCollegeTransfer_17286629123270/StatewideTransferComparison
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Looking deeper at single institution patterns shows clear transfer partnerships between geo-located institutions, 
particularly those in more rural areas of the state. Zooming out, however, the bigger picture reveals that 
Michigan community college students transfer all over the state. The first figure below shows cumulative 
data on the top “sending” institutions from which students transfer, where the second figure shows the top 
“receiving” institutions to which students transfer. 

WHERE STUDENTS TRANSFER FROM

Previous College New College

WHERE STUDENTS TRANSFER TO

Previous College New College

Looking through this statewide lens underscores the importance of smooth, consistent transfer pathways that 
work for Michigan students all across the state.

1. Taylor, J. L. (2019): Postsecondary transfer and mobility in Michigan: Exploring transfer patterns, programs, places, and people. 
Michigan Center for Student Success.

2. OHE Data Notes: This data comes from the Center for Educational Performance and Information. Our dataset is an amalgamation 
of five cohorts of first-time community college students who began their studies in academic years 2014 through 2019. The dataset is 
filtered to match the methods used by the National Student Clearinghouse for their tracking transfer project. This includes filtering out 
high school students and students enrolled concurrently at a community college and a four-year college/university, examining outcomes 
within six years of first enrollment, and including only students whose first enrollment is in the fall semester of the first cohort year. This 
led to an analytic sample of 45,445 students.

3. U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (n.d.): IPEDS Trend Generator data table [Data set]. 
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System. 

4. A Dashboard Inquiry Guide offers helpful explanation of how to effectively use this tool. 

Individuals with disabilities may contact the MiLEAP ADA  
Coordinator to request an alternative format to these materials. 
Please visit www.Michigan.gov/ADA for a list of state ADA Coordinators.

https://www.mcca.org/uploads/ckeditor/files/Michigan_report_final2.pdf
https://mischooldata.org/
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/trendgenerator/app/trend-table/2/3?trending=column&rid=16&f=6%3D26%3B4%3D1%3B1%3D4%7C1%3B2%3D1%3B57%3D3%7C4
https://www.mcca.org/uploads/ckeditor/files/Transfer_Dashboard_Inquiry_Guide.pdf

	Michigan Transfer Landscape AnalysisEnrollment & Mobility Patterns of Michigan Transfer Students
	TRANSFER STUDENT ENROLLMENT PATTERNS
	TRANSFER MOBILITY PATTERNS
	MICHIGAN TRANSFER STUDENT SECTOR MOBILITY PATTERNS
	MICHIGAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE ASSOCIATION TRANSFER STUDENT MOBILITY DASHBOARD
	WHERE STUDENTS TRANSFER FROM
	WHERE STUDENTS TRANSFER TO





Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		26-MLEAP-0136-_5-Enrollment_Mobility-Patterns-Brief-006_V2.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Swati Misra


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 3


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


