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Introduction

Severe Weather Awareness Week is March 15-21. The voluntary Statewide Tornado Drill is March
18 at 1:00 p.m. The goal of the tornado drill is to spark a broader conversation about emergency
preparedness.

» Do you have a plan?

» Where will you go?

v

What will you do?

v

Do you know the alert systems in your area?

v

How will you communicate?

Unfortunately, a lot of people don't think about these things until it is too late and many can't
answer these basic questions. This tool kit is filled with resources, graphics, and social media
posts designed for you to share. Prepare your family, engage your community, and help build a

prepared and resilient Michigan!



Involvement

The Michigan State Police, Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division

The Michigan State Police, Emergency Management and Homeland Security
Division (MSP/EMHSD) is responsible for coordinating the dates of Severe
Weather Awareness Week and the Statewide Tornado Drill in partnership with
the National Weather Service (NWS).

The MSP/EMHSD designs the Social Media Tool Kit, shares information on social
media to alert the public of the campaign and drill, and issues a news release.
The news release encourages residents to engage with their local emergency
managers (EM) to learn about their county’s alerts, testing schedule, and whether they are
participating in the Statewide Tornado Dirill.

The MSP/EMHSD is responsible for issuing a statewide Required Monthly Test (RMT) in
coordination with the statewide tornado drill via the Integrated Public Alert and Warning System
(IPAWS). The RMT will trigger the alert to be sent out via the Emergency Alert System (EAS) over
television and radio.

Michigan Association of Broadcasters

During the month of March, the RMT is coordinated with the statewide
tornado drill. The Michigan Association of Broadcasters (MAB)
schedules and ensures this testing is done monthly statewide with the
local primary stations, MSP, and local EMs.
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Michigan A iation of Broad ters

National Weather Service

The NWS conducts its weekly National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Q\‘”"&;’ (NOAA) All Hazards Weather Radio test during Severe Weather Awareness Week
to coincide with the Statewide Tornado Drill. A script is read by the NWS during
this test, encouraging everyone to practice their severe weather plans. The NWS
may cancel the 1 p.m. weather radio test on the Statewide Tornado Drill day in the
LN event severe weather is expected.

Cancellation of the NOAA All Hazards Weather Radio Weekly test is a decision
made by each local NWS Forecast Office, generally on the morning of the radio test. If the test is
cancelled, the NWS will conduct its weekly test on the next available quiet weather day using the
regular weekly radio time and script.
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NWS does not issue a test tornado warning as part of the Statewide Tornado Drill in Michigan.
Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEASs), or text alerting systems that automatically trigger from an
NWS tornado warning, will not be triggered.

Local Emergency Manager

Triggering the community emergency sirens or wireless alerts during the Statewide Tornado
Drill is a local public safety decision made by the local EM. Participation is encouraged, but not
required.

In the event of potential severe weather, it is up to the local EM to discontinue the involvement of
the drill and alert the public. Other partners (MAB, MSP/EMHSD, NWS) may still test other systems
if severe weather is not a threat in other areas.
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Engage Your Community

Residents look for guidance from leaders, whether it be from federal, state, private, public, or local
partners. Take the challenge to be a leader in your community! For the month of March, include
#mitornadodrill on all social media posts. Build a resilient community with the capabilities
required to prevent, protect against, mitigate, respond to, and recover from the threats and
hazards that pose the greatest risks.

Emergency Manager Contact Information:

Make sure your community knows how to reach you with any questions about the upcoming
voluntary Statewide Tornado Dirill. Provide a phone number, email address, or official social media
page where residents can ask what the drill involves, how local outdoor warning sirens operate,
and what residents should expect during the exercise so everyone feels informed and prepared.
Building that trust and relationship before a disaster is crucial.




About Alerts

What are WEAs?

» Alerts sent to your phone by authorized government agencies to warn the public about
imminent threats to life safety.

» Severe Weather WEAs are sent by the NWS.

What Severe Weather Warnings trigger WEAs?
» Tornado Warning.

» Severe Thunderstorm Warning for Destructive Severe Thunderstorms (80mph winds and/or
baseball sized hail - tornadic-type damage expected/occurring).

» Flash Flood Warning where Considerable or Catastrophic Damage is expected.

What does it mean if | get a Severe Weather WEA?

» Immediate life threatening situation at your current location. Take immediate life safety
action first. Seek out additional information once in a safe place.

How do | make sure WEAs are turned on for severe weather?
» These are turned on by default on your phone.

» Confirm they are turned on in Settings under Notifications, Safety & Emergency Alerts, or
something similar.

» Contact your phone carrier to see where these are on your specific device.
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About Tornadoes

Tornado activity in Michigan is most likely during the spring months of March through June, but
severe weather is possible across the state at any time of year and at any hour of the day. Learn
the terms to understand and know what to do before, during, and after a tornado.

Tornado Terminology

Tornado: A violently rotating, funnel-shaped cloud that extends from a thunderstorm to the
ground with whirling winds that can reach over 200 mph.

Tornado Watch: Tornadoes are possible in your area. Remain alert for approaching storms.
Watch the sky and stay tuned to NOAA Weather Radio reports, commmercial radio and television
reports for further information.

Tornado Warning: A tornado has been sighted or indicated by weather radar in your area. Take
shelter immediately.

Supercell: A system producing severe thunderstorms, featuring rotating winds sustained by a
prolonged updraft that may result in hail or tornadoes.

Enhanced Fujita (EF) Scale: Rates the strength of tornadoes in the United States and Canada.
There are six categories for the EF scale and are in order of increasing intensity. *It is based on
wind estimates of a three second gust.*

EFO: Tornadoes with estimated wind speed of 65-85 mph and leads to light damage.
EF1: Estimated wind speed of 86-110 mph with the potential of moderate damage.
EF2: Estimated wind speeds of 111-135 mph with significant damage potential.

EF3: Estimated wind speeds of 136-165 mph with severe damage potential.

EF4: Estimated wind speeds of 166-200 mph with devastating damage potential.
EF5: Estimated wind speeds of over 200 mph with incredible damage potential.

TORNADO

WATCH
-A TORNADO IS
POSSIBLE.
-STAY TUNED TO
LOCAL TV AND RADIO
FOR INFORMATION.
-KNOW WHERE YOU'LL
SHELTER IF YOU NEED

TO.

TORNADO
WARNING
-A TORNADO IS
HAPPENING OR
IMMINENT.
*TAKE SHELTER

IMMEDIATELY!
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Severe Weather Awareness Week & Statewide Tornado Drill
Click the images below to view and save.
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Statewide Tornado Drill Participation Withdrawn
Click the images below to view and save.

sf-’i.r_:._—w,og MARCH 18, 2026
TORNADO DRILL 1:00 p.m:

PARTICIPATION

WITHDRAWN
DUE T . SEVERE WEATHER

Suggested Messaging
Withdrawing Participation Due to Severe Weather

Due to severe weather threats in the area, we have decided to withdraw our participation from
the 2026 Statewide Tornado Drill and are NOT testing the emergency sirens. The Emergency
Alert System will still be issued in order to complete the required monthly test on air. For more
information on how you can prepare, visit www.michigan.gov/miready. #mitornadodrill

Not Participating

The county will not participate in the 2026 Statewide Tornado Drill. We will conduct the scheduled
monthly test of the emergency sirens on (*enter date**). Severe weather can happen any time of
the year, and we encourage you to practice your severe weather plans all year long.

For tips on how you can prepare visit www.michigan.gov/miready.
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Severe Weather Awareness Week - Social Media Posts &
Graphics

Below are some ready-to-use social media posts for Severe Weather Awareness Week. Click the
images to view and save.

Suggested Post:

AWARENESS WEEK

Governor Gretchen Whitmer has declared March 15 — March 21 as #SevereWeatherAwarenessWeek
in Michigan. Everyone is encouraged to review your emergency plan, refresh your emergency kit,
and know how to stay informed when severe weather strikes.

Preparing today can make all the difference tomorrow.
For more tips visit www.michigan.gov/miready.

#mitornadodrill

Suggested Post:

Did you know lightning can strike miles away from a storm? It's one of the leading weather-
related killers. If you hear thunder, you're close enough to be struck.

v/ Go inside

v/ Stay away from windows and plumbing

v/ Wait 30 minutes after the last thunder before going back outside
Protect yourself and your family by taking lightning seriously.

Find more tips at www.michigan.gov/miready.

#SevereWeatherAwarenessWeek #mitornaodrill #MiReady
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Suggested Post:

POWER OUTAGE
SAFETY

Power outages are common during Michigan storms—and they can be dangerous if you're not
prepared.

As part of Severe Weather Awareness Week, remember never run generators indoors, use
flashlights instead of candles, and check on loved ones.

A little preparation goes a long way.

Find more tips at www.michigan.gov/miready.
#SevereWeatherAwarenessWeek #mitornadodrill #MiReady

Suggested Post:

VOLUNTARY

G
ST TEWIDE

TORNADODRILL

! Today is the day for the voluntary Statewide Tornado Drill

As part of #SevereWeatherAwarenessWeek, Michiganders are encouraged to take a few minutes
today to practice what to do when a tornado warning is issued in your area.

Know where to go, how you'll get alerts, and practice your plan so you're ready when it matters
most. Find more tips at www.michigan.gov/miready.

#SevereWeatherAwarenessWeek #mitornadodrill #MiReady
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Suggested Post:

Emergency Alerts - : FﬁGENCY
VALERTS

Local Avwareness

o

B #SevereWeatherAwarenessWeek: Wireless Emergency Alerts [

Wireless Emergency Alerts are short emergency messages sent to your cell phone to warn you
about dangerous weather and other emergencies in your area. No app required!

These alerts can help you take immediate action when seconds matter. Make sure alerts are
enabled on your phonel!

Find more tips at www.michigan.gov/miready.
#SevereWeatherAwarenessWeek #MITornadoDrill #MiReady

Suggested Post:

Floodwater can be deadly. If the road is flooded, don't risk it. Turn around. Just a few inches of
moving water can sweep a vehicle away.

Find more tips at www.michigan.gov/miready.

#SevereWeatherAwarenessWeek #TurnAroundDon'tDrown #MiReady

Suggested Post:

Michigan weather can change fast, and your furry companions can't prepare themselves.

As part of #SevereWeatherAwarenessWeek, remember to plan for your animals just like you do for
your family. A little planning now can make a big difference when storms hit.

Find more tips at www.michigan.gov/miready.
#PetSafety #MiReady
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Posters & Printable Pages

Click the images below to view, save, and print.

DON’T DROWN!

‘ DON'T UNDERESTIMATE THE POWER OF WATER.

6 inches of fast-moving 12 inches of fast-moving 18-24 inches of fast-moving
water can knock over and water can carry away a water can carry away most
carry away an adult. small car. large SUV's, vans, and trucks.

Do not attempt to walk, swim, or drive through floodwater.
Floodwaters can be fast-moving and contaminated with dangerous
debris. Underground or downed power lines can also electrically charge
the water, which can be deadly.

IREAD!

WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/MIREADY

Don’t Forget
Your Pets!

Make sure your pets are prepared for disasters and
emergencies too. Take simple steps now so they will be ready

when disaster strikes. !

Make a Plan
. » Know what to do with your pet during an evacuation. Many public

shelters and hotels do not allow pets inside. Know a safe place where you
can take your pets before disasters and emergencies happen.

Develop a buddy system. Plan with neighbors, friends or relatives to
make sure that someone is available to care for or evacuate your pets if
you are unable to do so.

H 1 medications (CEE
Build a Kit
. important bedding
. » Items to include: RTINS
favorite toys
o food and water (3 first aid kit
days) treats
collar with ID tag

o bowls photo for

harness identification

o can opener

Stay Informed
. » Always bring your pets indoors at the first sign or warning of a storm.

» Stay informed of current conditions and know how you will receive
emergency alerts and warnings.

Py

Iﬁl;;rtanl Contact Info

Local Animal Control:

24-Hour Vet:

Michigan Humane:

Microchip Registry:.

JMIREADV )

WWW.MICHIGAN. GOV/MIREADY



https://www.michigan.gov/msp/-/media/Project/Websites/miready/images/FloodingPoster-2026.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/msp/-/media/Project/Websites/miready/images/PetPreparedness_Fillable-2026.pdf

Click on the images below to view, save, and print.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS KIT CHECKLIST

Water, food, and clean air are important
things to have if an emergency happens.
Each family or individual kit should be
customized to meet specific needs, such as
medications and infant formula.

It should also be customized to include
important family documents.

Basic ecommended Suppl

o

Water, one gallon of water per person per day, for
drinking and sanitation

Food, at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food
NOAA Emergency Weather Radio

Flashlight and extra batteries

First aid kit

Whistle to signal for help

Infant formula and diapers, if you have an infant

Moist towelettes

Garbage bags, and plastic ties for personal sanitation
Dust mask or cotton t-shirt to help filter the air

Plastic sheeting and duct tape to shelter-in-place
Wrench or pliers to turn off utilties

Can opener for food (if kit contains canned food)

Local maps

Cell phone with charger and backup battery

oooooooooooooon

Clothing and Bedding

Jacket or coat

Long pants

Long sleeve shirt

Sturdy shoes

Hat and gloves

Sleeping bag or warm blanket for each person (2 mylar
blankets included)

oooooo

*Can be dangerous

Ad

Since Spring of 2020, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention have recommended people include
additional items in their kits to help prevent the spread
of coronavirus or other viruses and the flu.

Consider adding the following items to your emergency
supply kit based on your individual needs:

onal ltems

O Light Stick

O Emergency Candle

O Multi Tool

O Rain gear

O Mess kits, paper cups, plates, and plastic utensils

O Cash or fraveler's checks and change

O Paper towels

O  Fire extinguisher or fire blanket (fire blanket included)

O Tent

O Compass

O Waterproof matches*

O Signal flare®

O Paper, pencil

O  Pet food and extra water for your pet

O Pet supplies and documents

O Personal hygiene items including feminine supplies

O Household chlorine bleach* - You can use bleach as a
disinfectant (diluted nine parts water to one part bleach),
or in an emergency you can also use it to treat water. Use
16 drops of regular household liquid bleach per gallon of
water. Do not use scented, color safe, or bleaches with added
cleaners.

O Medicine dropper

O Thermometer

O Non-Latex examination gloves

O Important family documents such as copies of insurance
policies, identification, and bank account records in o
waterproof, portable container

O Disposable or reusable masks (for everyone ages 2 and
above)

O Soap, hand sanitizer, disinfecting wipes to disinfect surfaces

O Prescription medications

O Non-prescription medications such as pain relievers, anti-
diarrhea medication, antacids or laxatives

O Prescription eyeglasses and contact lens solution

O Infant formula, bottles, diapers, wipes and diaper rash cream

O__Books, games, puzzles or other activities for children

After assembling your kit remember to maintain it so it's
ready when needed:

+ Keep canned food in a cool, dry place.

* Store boxed food in tightly closed plastic or metal
containers.

* Replace expired items as needed.

* Re-think your needs every year and update your kit as
your family's needs change.

Kit Storage Locations

Since you don't know where you'll be when an emergency
occurs, prepare supplies for home, work and cars.

+ Home: Keep this kit in a designated place and have
it ready in case you have to leave your home quickly.
Make sure all family members know where the kit is
kept.

* Work: Be prepared to shelter at work for at least
24 hours. Your work kit should include food, water
and other necessities like medicines, as well as
comfortable walking shoes, stored in a “grab and go”
case.

« Car: In case you are stranded, keep a kit of
emergency supplies in your car.

SEVERE WEATHER
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WHEN THE LIGHTS GO OUT,

YOUR PLAN KICKS IN

‘ S |
s

UNPLUG APPLIANCES AND
&

USE THESE TIPS TO S
SAFE DURING A POWER
OUTAGE

ELECTRONICS TO AVOID DAMAGE
FROM ELECTRICAL SURGES.

MAKE A PLAN FOR RERIGERATING
MEDICINES AND POWERING
MEDICAL DEVICES.

KEEP REFRIGERATOR AND
FREEZER DOORS CLOSED.

USE GENERATORS OUTDOORS
AND AT LEAST 20 FEET AWAY
FROM BUILDING OPENINGS.

IF SAFE, GO TO AN
ALTERNATE LOCATION FOR
HEAT OR COOLING.

KEEP MOBILE PHONES AND
ELECTRONIC DEVICES CHARGED
BEFORE A POWER QUTAGE.

STAY FIRE SAFE. NEVER USE A
GAS STOVE TO HEAT YOUR HOME.

@
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Additional Resources

Tornadoes
MIReady - Tornadoes

Thunderstorms
MIReady - Thunderstorms & Lightnhing

Flooding

EGLE Floodplain Management/National Flood Insurance
FEMA Floodmap Service

MIReady - Floods

Power Outage

MPSC Preparing for and Responding to Power Outages
MIReady - Power Outages

Pets and Livestock

Michigan Registered Animal Shelters
Temporary Crisis Pet Housing

FEMA: Prepare Your Pets for Disasters
MDARD Ag Emergency

Winter Storms and Your Pets and Livestock
MIReady - Pet Preparedness



https://www.michigan.gov/miready/be-informed/tornadoes
https://www.michigan.gov/miready/be-informed/thunderstorms
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/water-resources/floodplain-management
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home
https://www.michigan.gov/miready/be-informed/floods
https://www.michigan.gov/mpsc/consumer/be-informed/preparing-for-and-responding-to-power-outages
https://www.michigan.gov/miready/be-informed/power-outages
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/-/media/Project/Websites/mdard/documents/animals/animal-shelters/Animal-Shelters-List-by-County.pdf?rev=b698ab713a7a47b4b7072c96920e5b96&hash=9CF5817EF6BE2604B5DF1195F555905F
https://www.pawsforliferescue.org/temporaryhousing
https://www.ready.gov/pets
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/about/emergency
https://www.prep4agthreats.org/Natural-Disasters/winter-storms-pets-and-livestock
https://www.michigan.gov/miready/plan-ahead/pet-preparedness
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