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?r Time: 1-2 p.m.

Location: Microsoft Teams

www.michigan.gov/publicalerting

Vision Statement: To ensure Michigan emergency management programs and broadcast partners are prepared
to alert the public effectively and efficiently during crisis situations.

Mission Statement: To provide, promote, and coordinate public alerting awareness and education in support of
local and state government agencies in conjunction with broadcast partners.

MEETING NOTES

e Introducing new EMHSD Emergency Communications Specialist — Monica McAlister. She starts November 24, 2025
and will assume the role of co-chair to this work group.
e Strategic Priorities of the Work Group (from SCIP)
o Increase the number of alerting authorities with access to IPAWS.
1. Sanilac County — newest. Montmorency Co getting close.
2. 9remaining counties: Baraga, Branch, Dickinson, Gladwin, Huron, Manistee, Missaukee,
Montmorency, Wexford.
o Increase the number of PA 390 programs with IPAWS messaging incorporated into EOP.
o Augment public alerting education for alerting authorities.
1. 2-Part Alert and Warning presentation and Message Writing Exercise for Campus Connections —
October 21, 2025.
o Promote SECC/LECC meeting participation.
1. SECC meeting to be scheduled soon?
o Update State and Local EAS Plans.
1. Still waiting on a couple local plans. — Missing Western UP, NW UP, Washtenaw/Lenawee
2. Will need to update state plan to include Missing and Endangered Persons (MEP) code.
e Guidelines and criteria document to be sent out in the next week.
e  Will have it added to all MI COG FEMA IPAWS alerting permissions.
o MEP guidelines and criteria to be added to the Michigan Alerts, Warnings, and Notifications
Plan and then posted to the EMHSD website.

e State and Federal Updates
o Regional Emergency Communications Coordination Working Group (RECCWG) — No Update
o Michigan Association of Broadcasters/ State Emergency Communications Committee

1. Need to schedule SECC Meeting — new chair and discuss MEP

2. Redundant EAS Project — 4 remaining installations at stations. 3 of 4 are moving their stations.
Houghton station cannot get line of site from building. Now have alternate solution. 3 remaining
stations will likely be in the spring.

3. Phase 2 of project — working to install backup generators. Ironwood (2), NW UP, SSM — generators
do not function, Central UP (2). Will hire a project manager to coordinate generator part of the
project.

o National Weather Service — Jim Maczko

1. Had full operation through shut down. NWS was designated as a public safety agency back in spring
2025. Hope to hire 400-600 people in next 15 months.

2. NWS cannot drill down smaller than county messages — only county-wide.

o FEMA IPAWS Office

1.  Working through potential security breach with CodeRED - starting 11/10/25

2. Remained open and working through the government shutdown.

3. Successfully deployed IPAWS-OPEN 4.04.02 on Nov. 3, 2025



http://www.michigan.gov/publicalerting
https://www.michigan.gov/msp/-/media/Project/Websites/msp/EMHSD/Publications/Michigan-AWN-Plan_Pub-115.pdf?rev=a900ffcfbf90410d82310fd4bb239aca&hash=E21BB73AC30DC1BDCBAB1145CA73C825
https://www.michigan.gov/msp/-/media/Project/Websites/msp/EMHSD/Publications/Michigan-AWN-Plan_Pub-115.pdf?rev=a900ffcfbf90410d82310fd4bb239aca&hash=E21BB73AC30DC1BDCBAB1145CA73C825

4. Missing and Endangered Persons Event Code Now Live — 9/22/25 (see attachment)

Region Updates — Primary Region Representative
o Region 1: No updates
o Region 2: Did get access to Crisis 24 system.
o Region 3: Oscoda Co — did send out alert for hostile person in community, made a few mistakes and
appreciated the critique.
Region 5: No updates
Region 6: No updates
Region 7: No updates
Region 8: Sent alert in Oct 23 for large industrial fire, low lying smoke. Had to update WEA in 45 minutes to
lift the restrictions.
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Upcoming Meeting Schedule
o 1%Y2nd Wednesday of the month quarterly (Feb 4, May 13, Aug 12, Nov 4)
o Next Meeting — Feb 4, 2026 10 a.m.




From: EEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency)

To: Barcroft, Jaclyn (MSP)
Subject: Missing and Endangered Persons Event Code Now Live
Date: Monday, September 22, 2025 2:35:58 PM

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to
abuse@michigan.gov
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Missing and Endangered Persons Event
Code Now Live

Overview

e The FEMA Integrated Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS), in
collaboration with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), introduces a
new event code — the Missing and Endangered Persons (MEP) code. It allows
state, local, tribal, and territorial authorities to send emergency alerts over
television, radio, and cell phones to recover missing and endangered persons.
Read the MEP Fact Sheet.

e The MEP event code is for anyone who does not meet the criteria for an AMBER
Alert, including children and adults. It supports a faster, more coordinated
response from law enforcement and community members.

e The IPAWS Division is available to support jurisdictions in using the new MEP
event code across the Emergency Alert System (EAS) and Wireless Emergency
Alerts (WEA).
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Missing and Endangered Persons Code Usage

e |tis important to update and establish internal emergency communications plans
to use the MEP event code effectively and avoid incoherent or duplicative
messaging.

e State Emergency Communications Committees may provide guidance on when,
how, and under what conditions agencies may use the MEP event code in their
state.

e The Message Design Dashboard 2.0 includes message creation for the MEP
event code, allowing jurisdictions to more rapidly draft clear, concise, and
effective emergency communications.

Missing and Endangered Persons Code Benefits and
Impact

e The MEP event code was created to fill the gap and help address the over
180,000 people who go missing annually that do not qualify for an AMBER Alert.
It allows for quick and direct action because every second counts when
someone goes missing.

¢ Implementation of the MEP event code meets the call to action from the National
Congress of American Indians (NCAI) Resolution to enable a more rapid and
coordinated response to incidents involving missing indigenous persons.
Although use of the MEP event code is voluntary, it could be particularly
beneficial to Tribal communities, where American Indians and Alaska Natives
are at a disproportionate risk of violence, murder, or vanishing.

e The MEP event code can rapidly help mobilize public responses and equip rural
and hard-to-reach areas for more resilient emergency communications for
missing and endangered persons, which can provide lifesaving information
quickly for communities that need it most.

Next Steps for Alerting Authorities

e Update your Public Alerting Application permissions in the IPAWS User Portal to
use the MEP event code for WEA and/or EAS.

¢ Broadcast and cable operators must update their EAS devices to accommodate
the MEP event code. Implementation by broadcasters is voluntary, so if they
choose to relay the MEP event code, they must configure equipment
accordingly.

e Share and discuss with stakeholders how the MEP event code can save lives
and strengthen partnerships between the broadcasters, law enforcement and
emergency management communities before an event occurs.

IPAWS Technical Assistance

e |PAWS Technical Support Services can work with you to create message


https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fatp.aws.fema.gov%2F/1/0101019972b5cf99-387e909a-27c7-4b58-b813-aa28f24fc88f-000000/dGiHiTI0ulZEQ9jPJAdnOZprt76LyYbAV8A7tY8si00=423
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.ipaws.community.fema.gov%2Fs%2Flogin%2F/1/0101019972b5cf99-387e909a-27c7-4b58-b813-aa28f24fc88f-000000/KdejZonWLKFAL5pdLnDJLRrNoF_wMc6sCXKwoP8ZFOo=423

templates that help send MEP alerts faster and more efficiently. These
templates ensure that critical information -- like physical descriptions, last known
locations, and contact instructions -- can be shared quickly when time matters
most.

¢ |IPAWS Technical Support Services is staffed 24/7 with subject-matter experts
experienced in emergency management, public safety communications, public
works, and broadcasting, who assist Alerting Authorities. For more information,

send an email to fema-ipaws-lab@fema.dhs.gov or call, toll-free at 1-84-
IPAWSLAB or 1-844-729-7522.
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This communication is provided by FEMA'’s Integrated Public Alert and Warning System Office to highlight
program announcements and does not endorse any non-government organizations, entities or services.
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