STATE 911 COMMITTEE
Legislative Action Subcommittee
March 15, 2023
Meeting Minutes

Voting Members Present Representing

Ms. Jordyn Sellek Conference of Western Wayne

Ms. Lisa Hall Midland County Central Dispatch

Mr. Scott Temple INdigital

Ms. Jennifer Greenburg Peninsula Fiber Network

Mr. Bryce Tracy Mackinac County 911

Mr. Jeff Troyer Kalamazoo County Consolidated Dispatch Authority
Ms. April Heinze National Emergency Number Association

Ms. Patricia Coates Courts & Law Enforcement Mgmt. Information Systems
Major Beth Clark Michigan State Police

Mr. Jeremy Ludwig Allegan County Central Dispatch

Non-Voting Members Present Representing

Ms. Joni Harvey State 911 Office

Ms. Lyndsay Keith State 911 Office

Ms. Stacie Hansel State 911 Office

Voting Members Absent Representing

Mr. Steven Berenbaum AT&T

F/Lt. Jay Poupard Michigan State Police

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 8 a.m.

Roll Call
Roll call was taken, and a quorum was present.

Call for Additions to the Agenda
It was requested to add SB 145 and 146 to new business.

A MOTION was made by COATES, with support by GREENBURG, to approve the agenda with the
addition. With no discussion, the MOTION carried.

Meeting Minutes Approval—February 22, 2022
A MOTION was made by TROYER, with support by LUDWIG, to accept the meeting minutes of
February 22, 2022, as presented. With no discussion, the MOTION carried.

Old Business

911 Reclassification

After the tragedy at MSU, the primary dispatcher received praise for her efforts. As part of her thank
you posted on social media, she asked people to contact their representatives and senators,
requesting dispatchers be classified as first responders. Senators Singh and BeGole reached out to
MCDA'’s lobbyist to say they are looking into the classification.

Ms. Sellek, Ms. Hall, Ms. Greenburg, and Ms. Harvey began looking into this a year ago at the state
level, as that is where the classification lies. Ms. Greenburg had the Legislative Service Bureau do
research on the topic. After researching, it was determined there is no definition for first responder,
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outside of medical first responder, in the state. There is also no classification system. Being that
there is no classification currently in Michigan, this would be a classification effort rather than a
reclassification effort. The topic was opened for discussion on how to move forward.

At the federal level, the category is not considered first responders, but rather protected services.
Under that category, law enforcement and fire are listed, EMS and 911 are not. If a state does not
have a definition in their statutes and/or a classification system, they will automatically fall under the
federal definition/classification. There are several states that have done the reclassification, not just
for 911, but listing all responders as protected services/first responders.

There is also nothing in statute keeping local government from providing any benefits they choose to
911 dispatchers.

After discussions, the LAS will make a recommendation to the SNC to support a resolution
recognizing 911 as emergency responders. Secondly, the legislative committee, along with MSP and
the State 911 Office, will work on setting up a meeting with interested parties. Members from LAS will
also be involved — Ms. Sellek, Ms. Hall, Ms. Heinze, and Ms. Greenburg. Sergeant Fletcher will
reach out to Senator Singh’s office. The LAS will also recommend the SNC send a letter to the
congressional delegation asking them to support the Federal reclassification, and supporting any re-
introduction of the previous 911 Saves Act.

A MOTION was made by COATES, with support by HEINZE, to make a recommendation to the State
911 Committee, sending a recommendation of the resolution to the senate, and a letter to congress.
With no discussion, the MOTION carried.

F. New Business
Senate Bills 145 and 146
These bills would provide funding from the state to a specific vendor for software which would provide
case updates to those who file police reports.. The bill, as written, would require all public safety and
law enforcement entities in the state participate.

A MOTION was made by TRACY, with support by LUDWIG, that the Legislative Action Subcommittee
oppose Senate Bills 145 and 146, and ask the State 911 Committee to reach out to legislators with
concerns of these bills. With no discussion, the MOTION carried.

A letter will be sent to members of the bill committee, along with the bill sponsors. A meeting will also
be scheduled with Senators Klinefelt and Outman.

G. Public Comment
There was no public comment.

H. Next Meeting
TBD

L. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 9:16 a.m.
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